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PROCEEDINGS. 


Cleveland,  O.,  Tuesday,  August  18,  1896. 

The  twelfth  annual  meeting  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists, 
held  in  Cleveland,  O.,  during  "  Floral  Week,"  was  a  notable  event 
in  the  Forest  City's  celebration  of  its  one  hundredth  anniversary. 
Many  of  the  members  were  accompanied  by  their  wives  and  all 
sections  of  the  country  were  well  represented,  the  attendance 
comparing  favorably  with  that  at  any  previous  Convention  in  the 
West.  The  cooling  breezes  from  historic  Lake  Erie,  together  with  a 
welcome  fall  in  the  thermometer,  contributed  much  to  the  comfort  of 
the  visitors  after  a  season  of  hot  and  humid  mid-summer  weather,  and 
enabled  them  to  better  appreciate  the  courtesies  and  hospitalities 
extended  to  theni  by  their  Cleveland  brethren. 

A  Centennial  Floral  Exposition  of  colossal  proportions  and 
surpassing  grandeur  was  held  during  the  week  at  Central  Armory, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Cleveland  Florists'  Club  with  the  co-oper- 
ation of  the  Centennial  Commission.  The  Trade  Exhibit  was  held 
in  connection  therewith,  a  section  of  the  grand  hall  having  been  set 
aside  for  this  purpose,  and  under  the  efficient  management  of  Mr. 
E.  H.  Cushman,  was  a  pronounced  success. 

The  Convention  headquarters  were  in  Army  and  Navy  Building, 
from  one  of  the  front  windows  of  which  the  old  flag  of  the  Society 
of  American  Florists  fluttered  in  the  breeze.  The  sessions  were  held 
in  the  auditorium,  which  was  appropriately  decorated.  The  ceiling 
was  garlanded  with  evergreen,  banks  of  palms  filled  the  unoccupied 
spaces,  and  the  platform  was  almost  hidden  in  a  bower  of  decorative 
plants. 

The  payment  of  dues,  in  the  Secretary's  office,  and  the  signing 
of  the  registry  occupied  the  visitors  during  the  early  morning  hours. 
At  the  appointed  time  for  the  opening  session,  (10.30  o'clock  a.  m.,) 
the  officers  of  the  Society  and  members  of  the  Executive  Committee 
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appeared  on  the  platform,  and  the  delegates  and  their  families  to  the 
number  of  over  five  hundred  were  seated  in  the  hall.  After  listening 
to  some  spirited  airs  by  an  orchestra,  the  Convention  was  formally 
welcomed  to  Cleveland. 

ADDRESSES    OF    WELCOME    AND    THE    RESPONSE. 

Mr.  Adam  CtRaham,  Vice-President  of  the  Society  of  American 
Florists  and  President  of  the  Cleveland  Florists'  Club,  said  : — 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  3femhers  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists, — 
The  ver}^  agreeable  duty  devolves  upon  me,  on  behalf  of  the  members  of 
the  Cleveland  riorists'  Club  to  extend  to  you  a  very  cordial  welcome  to 
our  city.  This  word  "  welcome  "  is  one  of  the  simplest  and  best  under- 
stood as  it  is  also  one  of  the  most  expressive  words  in  the  English 
language;  and  we  mean  "welcome  "  in  all  sincerity  and  in  the  fullest 
sense  of  the  word.  In  saying  this,  I  say,  I  believe,  all  that  is  necessary 
for  me  to  say  on  this  occasion.  Suffice  it  that  we  wish  you  a  pleasant 
time  while  you  are  here  and  trust  that  when  the  time  comes  for  you  to 
bid  us  good  bye  for  another  year,  you  may  say  truthfully  that  you  have 
no  regret  for  having  selected  the  city  of  Cleveland  as  the  place  in  which 
to  hold  the  Convention  in  1896. 

I  have  the  honor  of  introducing  to  you  his  Honor,  Mayor  McKisson, 
of  the  city  of  Cleveland,  who  will  make  a  few  remarks  of  welcome. 

Hon.  Robert  E.  McKisson,  Mayor  of  Cleveland,  after  a  cordial 
greeting  from  the  audience,  spoke  as  follows  : — 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, —  The  people  of  Cleveland  have  been  antici- 
pating for  a  long  time,  with  much  delight,  the  opening  of  your  Convention 
in  this,  our  centennial  year.  Through  me  as  their  spokesman  they  bid 
you  a  hearty  and  cordial  welcome. 

You  are  all  aware,  I  presume,  that  Cleveland  is  one  hundred  years 
old  and  it  is  natural  that  you,  being  tlorists,  should  want  to  come  here 
and  see  our  century  plant.  You  see  all  around  you  the  results  of  a 
century's  growth.  Since  the  seed  of  this  plant  was  sown  by  Moses 
Cleveland  on  the  edge  of  Lake  Erie,  a  hundred  years  ago,  it  has  grown 
and  spread  until  now  it  is  one  of  the  biggest  century  plants,  I  imagine, 
that  is  to  be  found  anywhere  in  the  land.  You  can  see  it  in  full  bloom. 
We  want  you  to  examine  it  while  you  are  here  and  tell  us  if  you  do  not 
think  it  deserves  the  first  premium  for  its  beauty  and  its  general  merit. 
Possibly  some  of  you  have  alread}^  availed  yourselves  of  the  opportunity 
to  note  the  size  of  our  municipality,  its  growth  and  importance;  and  I 
presume  that  if  I  was  to  express  3'our  idea  of  it  in  language  with  which 
florists  are  familiar,  I  would  say  that  Cleveland  is  certainly  "  a  daisy." 
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However  that  may  be,  1  bid  you  a  generous  and  hearty  welcome. 
You  have  brought  with  you  to  Cleveland  so  much  of  the  beautiful — man}" 
of  you  have  brought  your  wives  (merriment  and  applause) — I  mean 
more  particularly  the  beautiful  flowers  that  I  saw  this  morning,  in  the 
grand  exhibition  which  is  in  course  of  preparation  down  in  the  Central 
Armory  Building.  They  are  worthy  of  and  creditable  to  your  noble 
Society.  They  speak  well  for  the  culture  and  art  which  are  yours,  for 
they  are  the  product  of  your  hands  and  the  result  of  your  handiwork. 

Some  one  has  said  that  the  florist's  pursuit  is  a  trivial  and  superficial 
one,  but  I  do  not  believe  that  any  person  who  understands  the  culture, 
the  training  and  the  growth  of  plants,  will  for  one  moment  countenance 
such  a  misrepresentation.  I  believe  that  in  your  line  of  business  there 
is  much  to  be  learned,  there  is  much  to  be  respected,  there  is  much  to  be 
appreciated  by  people  generally,  in  view  of  all  that  they  receive  from 
your  hands  for  their  comfort  and  their  happiness.  We  know  that  nothing 
is  such  a  medium  for  the  expression  of  human  sympathy  as  flowers;  we 
know  that  the  rich  enjoy  their  fragrance;  we  know  that  we  give  them  to 
the  poor  and  sick  to  comfort  them  and  cheer  them  along;  we  know  that 
the  old  patriarch,  when  he  breathed  the  prefume  from  their  buds  and 
leaves,  felt  that  he  grew  younger  because  of  it;  and  we  know  that  the 
boys  give  them  to  their  sweethearts.  Whatever  may  have  been  the  lot 
of  the  flower,  we  all  agree  today  that  it  is  coming,  and  coming  rapidly,  to 
be  more  appreciated  as  it  is  cultivated  by  the  hands  of  professional  people 
such  as  yourselves,  from  year  to  year,  because  thereby  we  see  its  true 
merit  and  its  real  value. 

In  conclusion  I  want  to  say,  in  behalf  of  the  florists  of  Cleveland, 
that  I  know  they  are  glad  that  you  co-operated  with  them  in  selecting 
Cleveland  as  the  place  for  your  Convention  in  this  centennial  year. 
They  bid  you  welcome,  they  appreciate  the  compliment  paid  their  city 
and  they  doubly  thank  you  for  the  efforts  you  have  put  forth  to  make 
this  Convention  together  with  the  great  Floral  Exposition  a  success.  I 
know  that  the  Forists'  Club  of  Cleveland  feel  proud  of  the  results  of  their 
undertaking  thus  far;  and  I  trust,  and  we  all  trust,  that  in  your  business 
deliberations  you  may  realize  your  highest  expectation  for  the  advance- 
ment and  good  of  your  Society.  We  trust  that  your  stay  with  us  may  be 
profitable  as  well  as  pleasant. 

I  will  close  bjf  repeating  the  words  of  Pope,  if  I  can  remember  them, 
when  he  said, 

"  Where'er  we  tread  the  blushing  flowers  shall  rise 
And  all  things  flourish  before  our  eyes." 

So  may  it  be  with  the  efforts  of  your  Society.  We  trust  that  the 
language  of  Pope  may  be  prophetic  of  the  cause  which  you  represent.  I 
thank  you  for  the  privilege  of  saying  just  a  few  words  in  this  important 
Convention.     [Applause.] 
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Mr.  J.  D.  Carmody,  of  Evansville,  Ind.,  being  called  upon  by 
Chairman  Graham  to  respond  to  the  welcoming  speech  of  his  Honor, 
the  Mayor,  replied  on  behalf  of  the  Society,  as  follows : — 

Your  Honor,  Mr.  Mayor,  and  Citizens  of  Cleveland, — To  me  has  been 
assigned  the  pleasant  duty  of  responding  to  your  royal  welcome  so  elo- 
quently expressed  and  so  generously  tendered. 

Hospitality  is  twin  sister  to  Charity  but  reaches  farther  into  the 
heart  of  mortals  than  does  her  sister.  Hospitality  is  joy  and  gladness; 
she  meets  you  with  a  smile  that  dispels  fear  of  intrusion  and  makes  one 
feel  at  home  among  strangers.  She  provides  entertainment  for  the  mind 
as  well  as  food  for  the  body.  Hilarity  attends  her  courts,  while  Good 
Will  and  Brotherly  Love  find  abiding  places  within  her  borders.  All 
hail  to  Hospitality!  We  florists  gladly  accept  all  that  you  so  kindly 
tender  us,  with  grateful  hearts. 

Coming  as  we  do  from  all  sections  of  this  broad  land,  we  are 
necessarily  strangers  to  you,  citizens  of  Cleveland;  but  your  city  and  your 
people  are  not  unknown  to  us,  for  the  fame  of  the  Forest  City  has  spread 
to  the  furthermost  parts  of  the  earth.  Even  the  ocean  presents  no  barrier 
to  your  commerce.  The  products  of  your  industry  and  genius  find 
greedy  purchasers  among  all  the  leading  nations  of  the  world.  Your  oil 
products  light  the  globe  and  lubricate  her  bearings.  One  of  your  citizens 
informed  me  that  "  The  pivot  on  which  the  world  turns  is  greased  with 
Cleveland  Standard  Oil."  Here  lives  the  pioneer  in  the  bicycle  industry; 
Losier  has  put  the  world  on  wheels,  and  on  every  continent  are  sung 
praises  to  the  Cleveland  Wheel  Company.  Since  my  arrival  in  your  city 
I  have  learned  that  even  the  native  Bushmen  of  Australia  have  discarded 
their  famous  boomerang  and  now  chase  the  festive  kangaroo  to  his  un- 
timely death,  on  the  celebrated  Cleveland  wheel.     [Merriment.] 

Who  has  not  heard  of  Euclid  Avenue,  miles  in  length  and  lined 
on  either  side  with  palatial  homes  ?  Who  has  not  heard  of  Berg 
Avenue  and  the  Tenderloin  District  ?  Where  is  excelled  your- grand  lake 
front,  into  which  flows  the  placid,  clear,  crystal  waters  of  Cuyahoga  River, 
ever  ^aden  with  the  multitudinous  perfumes  of  the  Standard  Oil  Works 
and  kindred  industries  ?  Your  numerous  beautiful  parks  are  the  pride  of 
the  nation.  All  honor  to  the  noble  men  who  gave  them  to  your  keeping. 
They  delight  the  soul  of  the  florist  and  gladden  the  toil  worn  citizen  of 
every  class  and  condition. 

In  the  line  of  commerce,  your  store  buildings  are  grand,  while  your 
costly  Arcade,  whose  beautiful  surroundings  of  ornamental  architecture 
and  art  decorations  make  business  a  pleasure,  tones  down  the  greed  of 
mortals  and  despels  the  wrangling  even  of  the  bargain  counter.  Its 
magnificence  excels  the  splendor  of  an  oriental  bazaar,  and  the  variety 
of  goods  exhibited  fills  the  mind  with  wonder,  while  the  pocket  is  being 
emptied  of  its  silver.     Good  streets  are  an  evidence  of  a  city's  health. 
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wealth  and  prosperity.  Here  you  have  them.  I  was  told  by  a  wheelman 
yesterday  that  "  an  hour's  daily  ride  about  the  business  portion  of  the 
city  would  cure  the  worst  case  of  dyspepsia  in  existence." 

In  point  of  architecture  and  grandeur  and  as  a  deserving  tribute  to 
the  illustrious  dead,  nowhere  on  this  continent  is  there  a  more  fitting 
memorial  than  the  Garfield  monument.  Erected  by  a  loving  people,  it 
will  stand  through  all  coming  ages  in  grateful  memory  of  a  hero  who  lived 
among  you  and  whose  sublime  influence  will  never  die. 

What  shall  we  say  of  the  men  who  built  this  beautiful  city  on  the 
lake,  among  whom  are  men  who  in  a  measure  control  the  destinies  of 
this  nation?  Household  names  are  those  of  Rockefeller,  Galligher,  Gor- 
don, Gasser,  Wade,  Hanna,Doc.  Payne,  and  many  other  illustrious  men  — 
all  gladiators  in  various  arenas  in  which  mortals  strive  for  fortune  and 
fame!  Long  may  they  live,  and  may  success  crown  all  their  good  endea- 
vors !  In  this  I  include  your  mayor.  May  all  his  noble  plans  for  the 
benefit  of  this  beautiful  city  be  carried  to  an  ultimate  success,  and  God 
speed  the  day  when  he  and  his  fellow  citizens  may  ride  from  Euclid  to 
Lakewood  on  a  three  cent  car  fare.     [General  merriment.] 

As  we,  assembled  florists  of  this  Convention,  cannot  linger  in  your 
borders  long  enough  for  you  to  get  acquainted  with  our  antecedents  and 
general  attributes,  it  may  not  be  amiss  if  I  tell  you  who  and  what  we  are. 
It  would  not  interest  you  were  I  to  dwell  on  the  merits  and  peculiarities 
of  our  Society.  I  shall  therefore  call  your  attention  to  a  few  facts  con- 
nected with  the  early  history  of  our  profession.  In  claims  for  antiquity 
we  antedate  all  competitors.  In  fact  we  can  prove  by  history,  going 
back  to  the  creation  itself,  that  we  were  in  at  the  beginning  of  human 
existence.  In  that  story  we  read  that  "  God  created  man  in  his  own 
image  and  placed  him  in  a  garden."  Now,  as  the  great  Creator  does  all 
things  well,  that  man  must  have  been  a  gardener  and  must  have  been 
placed  there  to  care  for  and  enjoy  the  products  of  the  garden.  We  fur- 
ther read  that  everything  was  lovely  till  this  man  (Adam  was  his 
name)  got  lonesome.  So  God,  by  means  of  a  very  successful  surgical 
operation  made  him  a  lady  companion,  who  proved  to  be  the  "  Eve  "  of 
all  his  joys  and  sorrows.  In  fact  she  was  the  beginning  of  "Ev(e)il" 
and  the  end  of  "  gri-eve."  Now,  Adam,  like  all  his  successors  in  busi- 
ness was  a  very  gallant  man  ;  and  when  Mrs.  Adam  told  him  that  there 
were  some  mighty  good  apples  on  that  tree. in  the  middle  of  the  garden, 
and  gave  him  a  luscious  wine-sap  to  sample,  he  looked  down  into  her 
beautiful  pleading  eyes  and,  forgetting  all  about  the  embargo  placed  on 
that  particular  tree,  he,  to  please  the  lady,  took  a  bite  ;  and  in  so  doing 
lost  his  job.     [Great  merriment.] 

Being  a  gardener,  however,  he  felt  fully  capable  of  making  a  living 
for  himself;  and  so  he  went  out  west,  pre-empted  a  claim  and  resolved 
to  grow  up  with  the  country.  As  soon  as  he  got  "Abel"  he  started  a 
garden  of  his  own,  and  thus  the  first  man  became  the  first  head  gardener. 
His  son,  who  was  an  "  Abel  "  youth,  assumed  the  position  of  first  assist- 
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ant.  And  we  are  descendants  from  this  family.  Mistakes  are  liable  to 
occur  ia  the  best  regulated  families,  and  to  this  day  gardeners  often  make 
mistakes  in  the  choice  of  their  productions.  So  did  Adam  when  he  raised 
"  Cain,"  whom  he  found  to  be  "  a  bad  sport "  though  from  "  good 
stock."  Well,  there  are  "black  sheep  in  every  flock;"  and  if  any  of 
our  boys  "  raise  cain  "  in  a  mild  degree,  before  leaving  your  city,  T  trust 
you  will  throw  the  mantle  of  charity  over  their  deeds  and  attribute  their 
folly  to  the  juice  of  the  "  wine-sap,"  the  love  of  which  they  inherit  from 
Mother  Eve. 

The  gardener's  vocation  is  an  honored  one;  and  no  man  illustrates 
the  dignity  of  labor  more  fully  than  the  gardener  who,  spade  in  hand, 
tickles  the  soil  till  in  smiles  it  brings  forth  an  abundant  harvest.  Flori- 
culture is  the  fine  art  of  husbandry.  The  florist's  labor  is  devoted  to 
the  line  of  decoration.  His  field  is  the  ideal  of  life,  which  in  reality  is 
the  better  part  of  existence.  Give  mankind  nothing  but  the  actual 
necessities  of  being,  and  life  would  be  a  blank.  To  bring  man  comfort 
and  happiness  the  arts  and  sciences  step  in  with  their  skill  and  stimulate 
his  aspirations  for  better  things.  Architecture  plans  for  him  palatial 
mansions,  fashion  designs  fine  raiment,  science  and  mechanism  lighten 
his  labors,  annihilate  time  and  banish  space,  and  enable  him  to  travel 
the  world  over  and  learn  how  others  live.  Among  the  coterie  of  those 
who  practice  the  arts  and  sciences  the  florist  stands  pre-eminent,  his 
vocation  being  the  blending  of  nature  and  art  through  the  medium  of 
science. 

The  true  florist  is  a  child  of  nature  and  makes  her  laws  his  study 
with  a  view  to  making  her  subservient  to  his  will.  So  successful  has  he 
been  that  he  has  often  led  the  good  natured  dame  into  new  paths  with 
grand  results  to  the  fruit  and  floral  kingdom.  He  also  deceives  the  old 
lady  as  to  time  and  place,  and,  bidding  defiance  to  her  minions,  he  laughs 
at  the  hoary  king  of  frost  and  blooms  the  flowers  of  spring  in  mid- winter; 
or,  turning  backward  nature's  dial,  he  presents  his  friends  with  the  blos- 
soms of  early  May  when  August's  torrid  rays  are  parching  the  earth. 

The  florist  is  needed  on  all  ceremonious  occasions.  He  weaves  the 
laurel  chaplet  that  crowns  the  brave  as  well  as  the  wreath  of  roses  that 
decks  the  fair.  He  is  the  high  priest  of  Flora  and  an  interpreter  of  her 
silent  language,  standing  ever  ready  to  place  flowers  in  the  proper  posi- 
tion for  them  to  fulfill  their  heaven  born  mission. 

To  flowers  is  given  the  gladsome  task 

Of  dotting  the  earth  with  beauty ; 
They  cover  dark  places  as  with  a  bright  mask 

And  cheer  sad  hearts  in  discharge  of  their  duty. 

As  tokens  of  love,  from  heaven  they're  sent, 

And  mortals  accept  as  smiles  from  above ; 
Tlieir  fragrance  like  iucense  brings  a  content 

That  steals  o'er  the  soul  in  dreams  of  God's  love. 
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Ou  festive  occasions  their  presence  is  needed, 

Tliey  nestle  so  loving  in  bridal  array. 
They  were  surely  love's  messengers  that  interceded 

For  the  hand  of  the  bride  so  happy  today. 

The  rich  and  the  poor  alike  they  inspire 

With  feelings  of  love  and  delight ; 
The  charms  they  possess  none  fail  to  admire, 

But  Avelcome  the  blossom  so  cheery  and  bright. 

Our  pathway  in  life  they  strew  with  pleasure ; 

In  death,  as  a  white  mantle,  they're  spread 
O'er  the  form  we  loved  and  still  treasure, 

While  their  fragrance  arises  to  the  soul  that  has  fled. 

The  builder  may  erect  a  marble  palace  with  sculptured  pillars  of 
imposing  design,  but  it  looks  dead  till  the  florist  plants  trees  here,  a  bed 
of  flowers  there,  twines  graceful  vines  up  the  stately  columns,  makes 
each  window  a  bower  of  bloom  and  verdure  and  the  surrounding  lawn  an 
emerald  carpet.  Then  we  know  there  is  life  within  the  walls  and  that 
the  dwellers  therein  are  lovers  of  beauty  and  refinement.  The  florist's 
art  adds  grace  to  beauty,  sublimity  to  grandeur.  It  renders  honor  to 
mei'it,  heightens  joy  to  gladness,  dispels  sorrow  and  mitigates  grief. 
Praise  to  his  work  has  been  sung  from  creation's  earliest  morn  by  in- 
sects, birds  and  bards;  and  as  long  as  the  world  stands  his  labors  will  be 
in  demand.  At  the  crack  of  doom  the  florist  will  be  on  hand  to  twine  a 
garland  of  forget-me-nots  around  Gabriel's  trumpet;  and,  after  decorat- 
ing Peter's  pearly  gates  with  emblems  of  immortality,  he  will,  we  trust, 
enter  into  the  reward  of  those  that  loved  their  fellow  men  and  have 
helped  to  make  life  worth  living. 

Again  thanking  your  Honor  and  these  good  citizens  for  the  kind 
tenders  of  their  hospitality,  and  for  your  patient  attention  to  my  remarks, 
I  make  my  grateful  bow. 

The  Convention  manifested  its  appreciation  of  Mr.  Carmody's 
effort  by  repeated  rounds  of  applause,  after  which  President  Scott 
took  the  chair. 

THE    president's    ADDRESS. 

The  regular  program  was  then  taken  up  and  the  business  of  the 
Convention  began.  President  William  Scott,  after  a  cordial  recog- 
nition by  the  members,  addressed  the  meeting  as  follows  : 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — Before  reading  to  you  the  few  remarks  I  have 
prepared,  I  want  to  exercise  the  privilege,  on  your  behalf  or  for  myself 
personally,  of  thanking  his  Honor,  Mayor  McKisson,  for  coming  here 
and  giving  us  such  an  eloquent  welcome  as  he  did.     Every  one  may  not 
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know  what  it  is  to  be  the  mayor  of  a  large  and  growing  city  such  as 
Cleveland  is,  and  certainly  everybody  does  not  realize  that  this  year  is 
not  an  ordinary  one  for  Cleveland.  There  has  been  more  business  on 
the  mayor's  hands  this  year  than  possibly  was  imposed  on  his  predeces- 
sors during  the  previous  Hfteen  years. 

Mr.  Mayor,  I  thank  you  for  your  presence  here  and  your  words  of 
welcome,  and  I  assure  you  they  are  appreciated  by  the  whole  Society. 

I  esteem  it  a  great  privilege  that  I  have  the  honor  to  address 
you  as  presiding  officer  today.  At  Pittsburg  last  August  I  spoke  and 
voted  to  bring  the  convention  to  Cleveland,  and  while  not  knowing  this 
city  as  well  as  many  of  you  I  felt  sure  that  we  should  make  no  mistake 
in  selecting  Cleveland  for  our  twelfth  annual  convention.  And  so  you 
will  all  say  before  we  depart  from  this  hospitable  city.  Like  the  city  at 
the  eastern  end  of  the  lake  it  is  noted  for  its  wide  and  clean  streets  and 
its  beautiful  detached  residences;  in  fact  there  is  a  marked  resemblance 
between  Cleveland  and  Buffalo.  But  I  have  to  confess  that  in  some 
things  you  have  the  advantage.  You  have  among  your  residents  some 
noble-minded  men  who  have  by  princely  gifts  to  the  city  endowed  you 
with  beautiful  parks,  and  when  connected  with  your  park  system  will  be 
equal  to  any  in  the  country  and  a  pride  and  pleasure  to  generations  yet 
to  come.  I  may  be  allowed  to  remind  the  visitors  that  this  city  can  boast 
(but  they  are  too  modest  to  boast),  of  having  one  of  the  finest  if  not  the 
finest  residence  streets  on  the  continent.  Take  your  time  and  thoroughly 
enjoy  Euclid  Avenue.  It  is  far  more  pleasing  to  the  eye  and  soothing  to 
the  mind  than  a  building  twenty-two  stories  high,  an  elevated  railroad, 
or  thirty  thousand  people  of  all  ages,  sexes  and  conditions  of  life  in  the 
surf  at  once. 

Our  able  Secretary  and  Treasurer  will  give  you  full  statistics  of  our 
membership,  financial  standing  and  other  matter  of  interest  which  have 
occurred  since  we  last  met.  My  remarks  will  be  more  confined  to  the 
general  work  and  objects  of  the  Society. 

We  heard  last  year  not  only  in  our  meeting  halls  but  from  corres- 
pondence in  the  trade  journals  that  an  early  dissolution  of  our  body  was 
expected.  Some  spoke  as  if  they  believe  one  of  the  sons  had  grown  so 
big  and  powerful  that  he  was  likely  to  decapitate  the  old  man  at  any 
moment.  I  believe  there  is  no  foundation  for  any  such  ideas  or  reason  to 
believe  that  interest  in  our  national  society  is  on  the  wane.  If  attendance 
at  our  annual  meetings  is  any  criterion  of  our  prosperity  it  has  been  so 
fluctuating  that  it  is  no  index  to  the  interest  taken  in  the  Society  generally 
throughout  the  country.  The  smaller  inland  cities  have  had  a  com- 
paratively small  attendance,  while  Boston  had  a  great  attendance  and 
Washington  only  four  years  ago  had,  I  think  the  Secretary  will  tell 
you,  the  largest  number  of  names  registered  on  the  books  of  the  Society 
in  any  one  year. 

It  is  true  that  when  the  Society  of  American  Florists  was  first  organ- 
ized there  was  much  to  talk  about.     The  whole  floricultural  world  was 
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before  us  to  be  written  about  and  talked  about  and  if  there  were  a  few 
score  of  learned  men  that  knew  it  all  they  were  not  considered,  but  every 
branch  of  the  business  was  taken  up,  discussed  and  ventilated  till  it 
would  seem  that  few  pages  are  now  left  unopened.  Yet  who  can  say 
that,  for  is  our  profession  ever  learnt  ?  The  most  successful  and  experi- 
enced florist  in  this  room  will  admit  that  he  is  only  learning  now.  So, 
my  friends,  there  are  volumes  yet  for  us  to  study.  And  in  practical  and 
interesting  subjects  I  cannot  see  but  what  the  late  conventions  have 
been  just  as  attractive  as  those  in  the  early  days  of  the  Society. 

To  those  of  you  who  see  the  foreign  horticultural  press  I  would  say: 
Notice  the  difference  in  the  matter  with  which  these  pages  are  filled;  the 
Gardeners''  Chronicle^  of  England,  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  conducted 
horticultural  papers  in  the  world,  is  a  sample.  Its  pages  do  not  contain 
the  simple  instructions  on  gardening  operations  that  you  will  find  in  our 
very  practical  journals.  It  is  filled  with  a  higher  class  of  gardening 
literature  than  we  have  yet  attained.  Our  journals  are  best  suited  to  the 
great  bulk  of  the  men  and  women  engaged  in  floriculture  in  this  country, 
but  there  is  a  much  higher  field  for  us  to  look  to  and  to  which  the  younger 
of  our  members  should  asi^ire. 

The  education  of  our  young  florists  must  be  a  matter  of  serious 
thought  with  many  of  jou.  There  are  two  classes  of  workmen  in  every 
greenhouse:  those  that  will  never  be  any  more  than  florists'  laborers,  and 
another  class,  but  much  the  smaller,  those  who  love  the  business  and 
who  really  think  about  its  problems.  Boys,  and  it  is  to  the  boys  that  I 
address  these  few  words,  study  your  business,  think,  if  you  have  brains  to 
think,  read  the  horticultural  jjress,  read  books  on  your  business,  read 
books  on  kindred -subjects,  glean  something  of  that  tangible  science 
geology,  learn  something  of  that  most  useful  science  chemistry,  which  is 
so  essential  to  all  our  operations  with  plant  life,  and  become  acquainted 
at  least  with  the  rudiments  of  botany,  which  will  broaden  your  mind, 
teach  you  many  of  the  great  truths  of  the  universe  and  make  you  a 
better  citizen. 

The  world  has  been  moved  forward  little  by  little  at  a  time  by  men 
who  have  concentrated  their  faculties  on  one  particular  study,  but  you 
will  find  whenever  a  man  is  supremely  successful  in  any  chosen  line  of 
science  or  even  commerce  it  is  only  one  side  of  his  character,  and  that  he 
must  be  a  wonderfully  well  informed  man.  What  made  him  eminently 
successful  in  one  chosen  branch  is  known  as  application,  which  alas,  too 
many  of  us  lack.  There  is  room  enough  in  our  business  for  application, 
not  only  generally  but  particularly  for  those  who  are  devoted  to  a  specialty. 
So  let  your  reading  be  good  and  your  knowledge  versatile  and  intelligence 
will  beam  from  your  countenance.  Let  me  tell  you  that  whether  you  are 
behind  the  counter  or  meeting  your  patrons  at  your  own  greenhouse  you 
will  (other  things  being  equal)  acquire  more  than  your  share  of  business 
if  you  can  address  your  customers  with  intelligence.  They  will  discern 
it  quickly  and  respect  you  for  it. 
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I  am  sorry  yet  to  see  cow-hide  boots  about  a  retail  greenhouse,  and 
in  some  stores  in  large  cities  the  boss  is  yet  to  be  seen  sitting  behind  the 
counter  ornamented  with  a  wooden  pipe,  waiting,  like  poor  Micawber, 
for  something  to  turn  up. 

In  Europe  there  are  many  botanical  gardens  of  great  repute  which 
afford  the  student  the  opportunity  of  becoming  acquainted  with  the 
greatest  possible  number  of  the  cultivated  plants,  but  I  doubt  whether 
the  graduates  of  these  gardens  have  acquired  as  good  and  practical  a 
knowledge  of  gardening  as  those  who  have  worked  and  studied  in  the 
largest  commercial  establishments  or  the  magnificent  private  gardens  of 
the  wealthy  classes,  in  many  of  which  everything  is  cultivated,  from  a 
mushroom  to  Victoria  regia. 

Botanic  gardens  are  springing  up  here  in  many  of  our  large  cities  and 
will  afford  all  students  a  chance  to  make  the  acquaintance  of  thousands 
of  species  and  varieties  not  found  in  commercial  places.  That  is  what 
they  are  for.  Our  public  parks  with  their  sylvan  scenery  and  gorgeous 
display  of  flowers  are  intended  to  please  the  public  and  afford  rest  and 
pleasure  to  thousands  whose  homes  are  in  the  crowded  city.  The  botanic 
garden  is  to  instruct,  so  take  advantage  of  them  when  you  can.  You  can 
acquire  a  practical  florist  education  in  our  commercial  and  private 
establishments. 

The  higher  education  depends  entirely  with  yourself,  and  observation 
is  the  great  factor  to  that  end.  You  are  well  aware  that  fifty  years  ago 
in  countries  of  Europe  that  were  considered  the  most  enlightened,  it  was 
argued  that  if  you  educated  the  masses  you  would  have  no  laborers,  no 
plowmen,  no  mechanics.  We  know  now  what  a  fallacy  that  was.  The 
author  of  the  immortal  poem,  "  The  Cotter's  Saturday  Night,"  was  a 
plowman,  and  we  are  told  a  most  excellent  one.  Burns  had  access  to  but 
few  books  and  seldom  to  a  newspaper  worthy  of  the  name.  The  few 
books  he  had  numbered  among  them  Chaucer,  Pope's  translation  of 
Homer,  Smollett's  novels,  Thompson's  Seasons,  Johnson's  dictionary 
and  a  few  others.  What  a  pity  his  education  was  not  rounded  off  with  a 
perusal  of  the  baseball  returns  and  the  bicycle  meets  in  the  up-to-date 
evening  papers.  Young  man,  you  cannot  plead  as  did  our  forefathers  a 
century  ago  and  so  sublimely  pictured  by  Thomas  Gray : 

'■'■  But  knowledge  to  their  eyes  her  ample  page 
Rich  with  the  spoils  of  time  did  ne'er  uuroll, 
Chill  penury  repressed  their  noble  rage, 
And  froze  the  genial  current  of  the  soul." 

There  is  nothing  so  inexpensive  or  profitable  as  good,  pure  and 
instructive  literature,  and  none  of  us  are  too  old  to  acquire  knowledge.  I 
have  dwelt  on  this  subject  at  some  length  but  to  me  it  is  a  serious  one. 
Are  our  boys  giving  the  business  the  thought  their  fathers  did  when  of 
their  age  ? 
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As  all  of  you  are  aware  the  endeavor  to  incorporate  our  Society  under 
a  national  charter  failed  after  the  object  was  almost  sure  of  accomplish- 
ment. Our  worthy  ex-president  and  ardent  friend,  Wm.  R.  Smith,  of 
Washington,  D.  C,  is  ready  and  willing  to  begin  the  fight  again  but  as 
we  are  on  the  eve  of  a  possible  change  of  name  the  matter  rests  till  the 
name  of  the  Society  is  definitely  settled.  When  the  time  comes  the 
Society  should  be  thankful  that  we  have  as  earnest  a  worker  and  influential 
friend  as  Mr.  Smith, 

The  program  that  is  prepared  for  our  instruction  and  pleasure  con- 
tains fewer  long  essays  than  usual,  but  those  we  shall  listen  to  should  be  of 
great  practical  value.  The  lecture  on  color  by  Prof.  Bailey  will  I  am  sure 
be  greatly  valued  by  all  florists.  A  practical  education  in  color  is  what 
many  of  us  need  and  it  will  be  as  interesting  as  instructive.  I  cannot 
refrain  now  from  expressing  the  deep  sorrow  that  I  felt,  and  I  know  I 
can  speak  for  every  soul  here  when  I  say  that  as  a  Society  we  deeply 
mourn  the  death  of  that  true  gentleman  and  scientific  man  Wm.  Hamil- 
ton Gibson.  His  intensely  interesting  lecture  and  his  wonderfully  clever 
illustrations  are  vividly  before  me  yet  and  all  who  heard  him  looked  to  some 
future  time  when  this  Society  would  listen  to  him  again.  But  we  shall 
hear  him  no  more,  for  he  was  called  away  in  what  can  be  truly  said  to  be 
the  prime  of  his  life. 

President  Lonsdale  in  his  address  at  Pittsburg  called  attention  to 
the  necessity  of  both  grower  and  retailer  being  able  to  give  practical  in- 
structions to  their  customers  on  the  care  of  plants  which  they  may 
purchase  for  the  house.  Intelligent  and  correct  information  should 
always  be  imparted  to  your  customers.  On  these  lines  we  have  devoted 
one  evening  for  a  practical  talk  with  the  public  (and  it  is  hoped  the 
public  will  come  and  listen)  on  the  care  and  proper  management  of  plants 
in  the  house  and  garden. 

I  might  go  a  little  further  than  our  worthy  ex-president  and  say  not 
only  give  them  good  advice  about  the  care  of  their  plants  but  don't  sell 
them  the  plants  under  a  false  reputation.  People  who  sell  plants  on  our 
public  markets  are  supposed  to  have  no  scruples  of  conscience.  I  only 
said  "  supposed,"  for  we  know  many  of  them  are  sci'upulous  business 
people,  but  the  average  of  them  don't  care  whether  they  see  the  customer 
return  or  not.  We  do.  And  it  will  redound  greatly  to  our  business  suc- 
cess if  we  are  absolutely  truthful  in  all  our  representations.  You  may 
say  why  grow  any  plant  for  sale  that  you  can't  recommend.  They  can 
all  have  a  good  word,  only  let  it  be  truth.  Here  is  a  sample.  Don't  tell 
your  patron  that  Adiantura  cuneatum  is  a  good  fern  for  a  house,  for  it  is 
not,  but  pteris  and  nephrolepis  are.  Don't  tell  them  that  gloxinias 
will  flower  out  of  door  all  summer.  If  they  asked  you  how  long  the  showy 
poinsettia  will  last  in  bloom  tell  them  when  buying  at  Christmas  that  its 
fine  leaves  will  drop  off  in  two  or  three  weeks  in  the  house,  but  the 
bracts  will  hang  for  two  months.  Don't  tell  them  a  pelargonium  will 
flower  all  summer.      If  you  tell  them  it  will  flower  six  vveeks  or  two 
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months  they  will  be  satisfied  and  respect  you  for  the  candid  words. 
These  are  only  illustrations. 

While  on  this  line  of  thought  allow  me  to  call  attention  to  the  people 
who  advertise  in  the  Ladies''  Art  Journal  and  any  other  paper,  who  sadly 
humbug  (to  use  a  mild  word)  the  American  public.  There  is  no  remedy 
for  it.  The  great  showman  P.  T.  Barnum  said  the  public  liked  to  be 
humbugged  and  it  seems  as  if  he  spoke  the  truth.  A  reputable  florist 
dare  not  perpetrate  on  his  customers  such  a  fraud  as  is  continually 
practiced  on  the  public  by  these  people  who  advertise  some  worthless  or 
old  plants  under  a  new  and  misleading  name.  Some  of  their  transactions 
come  barely  within  the  law,  but  that  troubles  them  little  so  long  as  the 
dollars  flow  in.  I  know  of  no  remedy  but  enlighten  your  customers 
about  them.  As  a  rule  people  are  only  bit  once  by  the  same  firm,  but  if 
you  can  prevent  that  bite  you  are  a  philanthropist. 

In  some  respect  the  business  of  this  Convention  is  the  most  important 
that  has  come  before  us  in  many  years.  It  was  two  years  ago  the 
important  subject  of  closer  relations  with  auxiliary  societies  was  first 
introduced.  The  committee  appointed  gave  it  serious  thought  and 
brought  in  a  lengthy  report  at  Pittsburg.  Without  any  definite  action  a 
sub-committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  a  new  constitution  and  by-laws. 
A  committee  to  whom  was  delegated  the  task  of  drafting  a  new  constitu- 
tion performed  their  duty  well,  and  I  can  assure  you  all  they  worked  hard 
and  zealously  for  the  welfare  and  future  prosperity  of  our  Society.  The 
report  was  then  submitted  to  the  executive  committee  for  final  amend- 
ments and  corrections.  Every  clause  has  been  carefully  considered  and 
voted  on  by  the  managing  committee.  The  greater  part  of  our  three  days 
session  held  in  this  city  in  April  was  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
many  proposed  changes.  Besides  that  much  correspondence  has  been 
necessary  to  perfect  the  proposed  constitution  and  by-laws  which  are  now 
laid  before  you,  and  which  the  executive  committee  confidently  believe  if 
adopted  by  your  approval  will  be  for  the  permanent  benefit  of  the  Society. 

I  trust  you  will  not  think  me  egotistical  to  speak  so  highly  of  the 
work  of  a  committee  of  which  I  was  a  member.  I  beg  to  say  the  work 
was  done  by  others,  all  I  had  to  do  was  to  keep  the  committee  from 
fighting.  The  same  has  been  published  and  I  ask  you  to  make  yourself 
perfectly  conversant  with  every  clause  that  you  may  be  able  to  vote  with 
a  perfect  understanding  of  what  you  are  doing.  Some  of  the  changes 
proposed  are  radical  but  none  the  less  worthy  of  your  approval.  The 
proposed  relationship  between  the  parent  society  and  the  local  clubs 
throughout  the  country  is  most  important  and  in  my  opinion  should  meet 
with  unanimous  approval.  It  is  sincerely  to  be  hoped  that  something  of  the 
same  spirit  will  prevail  in  regard  to  the  Carnation,  Rose,  Chrysanthemum 
and  all  other  auxiliary  societies.  It  cannot  but  strengthen  both  the 
parent  and  its  offspring.  The  auxiliary  societies  that  have  devoted 
their  time  to  the  rose,  the  carnation  and  the  chrysanthemum  (and  others 
may  arise)  have  done  good  work  for  the  cause  in  which  they  are  inter- 
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ested.  The  Carnation  Society  both  in  the  interest  it  has  spread  among 
the  growers,  the  excellent  papers  it  has  produced  and  the  grand  display 
of  the  divine  flower  held  at  its  meetings  has  been  remarkably  successful. 
As  nearly  all  members  of  these  auxiliary  societies  are  also  members  of  the 
national  society  it  is  absurd  to  think  there  can  be  any  rivalry  or  jealousy 
between  them  and  the  parent  society.  They  can  be  of  valuable  assistance 
to  each  other.  The  society  that  devotes  its  every  thought  to  the  advance- 
ment of  any  one  flower  must  assuredly  improve  on  varieties  that  are 
grown  and  improve  the  cultivation  of  those  varieties.  May  the  good 
work  go  on,  and  may  we  be  in  closer  relation  to  them. 

The  Hail  Association  is  a  purely  business  matter,  but  of  the  greatest 
benefit  to  every  man  who  owns  a  foot  of  glass.  Since  the  organization, 
its  management  reflects  the  greatest  credit  on  the  men  who  have  man- 
aged it,  and  I  will  not  make  any  one  jealous  when  I  say  that  its  efficient 
secretary,  John  G.  Esler,  deserves  the  highest  praise.  Don't  flatter  your- 
self that  you  are  not  in  the  hail  belt.  The  hail  belt  is  as  fictitious  as 
Rudyard  Kipling's  great  American  pie  belt.  Do  you  see  the  difference 
between  the  Hail  Association  and  the  Florist's  Mutual  Fire  Association? 
Fire  can  be  produced  quite  easily,  but  how  impossible  to  call  down  hail 
from  the  clouds. 

A  feature  of  this  Convention  will  be  the  fine  flower  show  held  by  the 
Cleveland  Florists'  Club.  It  is  considered  by  many  that  this  should  be  a 
feature  of  every  future  Convention.  We  are  well  aware  that  the  present 
time,  August,  is  not  the  most  favorable  season  for  holding  a  flower  show, 
yet  it  has  not  all  the  disadvantages  that  one  might  at  first  suppose.  You 
will  remember  the  magnificent  display  made  at  Boston  during  the  Con- 
vention week.  It  was  as  fine  an  aggregation  of  grand  plants  as  were 
ever  seen  in  this  country.  I  trust  the  flower  show  as  a  feature  of  our 
annual  conventions  will  receive  your  earnest  thought,  for  I  feel  sure 
it  would  add  largely  to  our  attendance.  I  am  gratified  it  is  a  feature  this 
year  and  I  know  you  will  enjoy  it,  but  however  good  the  display  do  not 
let  its  attractions  keep  you  away  from  the  business  meetings  of  the  Con- 
vention. 

One  word  about  the  business  throughout  the  country.  We  all  know 
there  is  a  depression  in  business  all  over  the  land  and  in  every  industry, 
but  has  our  business  suffered  as  much  or  worse  than  others?  I  think 
not.  You  would  believe  there  was  little  encouragement  to  build 
during  these  times  and  yet  you  hear  of  building  on  every  hand.  If  this 
were  spring  time  and  I  were  asked  for  advice  I  would  say  hold  on,  run 
what  glass  you  have  to  the  very  best  of  your  ability,  and  see  what  another 
year  will  bring  forth.  We  must  be  thankful  that  our  calling  has  been  as 
prosperous  a*  it  has  during  these  dull  times.  The  future  is  shrouded  in 
mystery,  but  what  is  best  for  the  greatest  number  will  surely  prevail  in 
this  favored  land.  And  depend  on  it  our  business  will  grow  year  by 
year.  Our  products  are  no  longer  considered  a  luxury  in  the  house.  A 
palm  for  the  window,  a  vase  of  flowers  for  the  table,  is  now  a  necessity 
in  all  well  ordered  houses. 
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Our  friends  in  Cleveland  have  not  forgotten  that  while  we  are  here 
to  transact  business  which  we  hope  will  add  to  the  advancement  of  our 
profession  individually  as  well  as  collectively,  "  that  all  work  and  no  play 
makes  Jack  a  dull  boy,"  but  while  they  are  doing  all  that  any  set  of  men 
and  women  can  do  to  make  our  stay  enjoyable  they  have  so  arranged 
their  program  that  not  one  minute  of  the  business  sessions  will  be  inter- 
fered with.  A  great  deal  has  been  published  of  late  about  the  social 
side  of  our  conventions  and  I  can  only  say  that  I  feel  positive  the  florists 
devote  more  hours  to  the  business  session  than  any  other  convention  of 
trade  or  profession  that  I  have  heard  of,  and  I  have  taken  notice  of  a 
great  many  that  have  met  in  my  city  this  summer.  A  prolific  cause  of  a 
small  attendance  at  our  business  sessions  in  some  cities  has  been  the 
local  attractions  to  which  our  folks  have  strayed  away.  This  is  more 
often  the  case  in  the  largest  cities  where  sights  of  unusual  interest  are 
most  abundant.  There  is  no  law  to  prevent  this,  and  if  we  can  secure 
these  people  as  members  of  the  Society  we  must  be  satisfied. 

Another  element,  and  they  in  some  conventions  have  been  quite 
numerous,  admit  they  don't  travel  five  hundred  miles  to  listen  to  essays 
and  discussions,  but  take  the  trip  purely  for  the  social  enjoyment.  While 
I  would  like  to  see  a  full  attendance  at  every  meeting,  I  have  sympathy 
with  those  who  seek  out  their  own  way  of  spending  their  vacation.  An 
incentive  to  many  to  attend  the  conventions  is  to  renew  old  acquaintance, 
and  a  very  worthy  sentiment  it  is.  What  greater  pleasure  have  we  than 
an  exchange  of  thought  and  ideas  with  our  fellow  men. 

In  conclusion,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  ask  you  seriously  to  attend 
the  business  sessions  of  the  Convention.  It  is  inspiring  to  speak  or  read 
to  a  full  house,  but  discouraging  to  address  a  small  audience.  I  trust 
full  expression  will  be  given  by  the  members  on  all  topics  that  arise, 
particularly  on  the  proposed  constitution  and  by-laws.  I  have  no 
doubt  the  best  of  feeling  will  prevail  in  all  discussion,  and  remember, 
here  in  this  hall  is  the  place  to  give  us  your  views,  not  next  week  or  after 
the  session  is  over.  There  is  little  of  the  old-fashioned  jealousy  left 
among  the  florists.  There  is  a  greater  disposition  shown  to  help  along  a 
worthy  brother,  whoever  is  president  next  year. 

Wherever  the  Convention  is  held  I  hope  it  will  be  an  unqualified 
success,  as  I  trust  the  present  will  be,  and  there  is  no  better  way  to  ac- 
complish that  than  for  all  to  give  an  unselfish  support  to  the  Society,  attend 
the  Convention,  not  for  any  selfish  motive  alone,  but  if  for  no  other  rea- 
son, from  loyalty  to  the  business.  Silence  any  grumbler  and  tell  him  to 
come  along  and  bring  his  friends  and  help  to  make  the  meeting  his  ideal 
of  a  convention. 

Once  more  let  me  say  I  am  proud  to  be  your  presiding  oflScer  today. 
I  believe  our  Society  has  done  noble  work  in  the  past  and  has  glories  yet 
to  win.  I  believe  it  is  bringing  us  closer  together,  to  our  mutual  bene- 
fit.    It  is  bringing  us  nearer  the  time  when  we  can  realize  that 
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"  For  'a  that  and  'a  that, 
It's  coming  yet  for  'a  that 
When  man  to  man  the  warkl  o'er, 
Shall  brothers  be  for''a  that." 

The  poi'tions  of  the  President's  address  most  vigorously  applaud- 
ed were  the  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  late  William  Hamilton 
Gibson  ;  the  earnest  words  deprecating  the  sale  of  plants  under  false 
representations,  and  his  statement  of  the  gratifying  success  of  the 
Hail  Association.  Upon  concluding  President  Scott  temporarily 
vacated  the  chair  to  Vice-President  Graham. 

The  Vice-President:  Gentlemen,  you  have  heard  your  President's 
very  able  address.     What  action  will  you  take  upon  it? 

Mr.  E.  H.  Michel  of  St.  Louis:  I  notice  that  the  time  is  getting 
very  close  to  the  hour  for  the  noon  adjournment  and  that  considerable 
business  of  the  session  remains  undisposed  of.  I  move  that  a  vote  of 
thanks  be  tendered  our  worthy  President  for  his  very  able  recommenda- 
tions, and  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  consider  them,  and 
to  report  at  the  next  session  of  this  Convention. 

Mr.  Wm.  R.  Smith,  of  Washington,  D.  C,  seconded  the  motion. 

The  Vice-President  invited  discussion  but  no  response  was  made 
and,  a  vote  being  taken,  the  motion  was  adopted  without  objection. 

The  following  committee  was  subsequently  appointed  in  accord- 
ance with  Mr.  Michel's  motion:  Messer.  E.  H.  Michel,  of  St.  Louis, 
Robert  Craig,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Wm.  P.  Smith,  of  Washington,  D.C. 

President  Scott  resumed  the  chair  and  announced  as  the  next 
order  of  business  the  reading  of  the  annual  reports  of  the  Secretary 
and  Treasurer. 

reports  of  the  secretary  and  treasurer. 

Secretary  Stewart  presented  and  read  his  report.  Its  closing 
sentences  rebuking  the  unwarranted  utterance  of  unfriendly  critics 
were  much  enjoyed  and  vociferously  applauded  by  the  Convention. 

The  report  was  as  follows  : 

2rr.  President  and  Members  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists, — 
Since  the  last  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  the  instability  and  fluctuating 
character  of  our  membership  list,  which  has  always  been  the  weak  spot 
in  our  organization,  has  been  less  marked  than  for  a  number  of  years  past. 
Defections  from  the  ranks  and  lapses  on  account  of  unpaid  assessments 
have  been  fewer,  and  it  would  seem  that  the  tide  which  was  undoubtedly 
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at  its  lowest  ebb  in  Pittsburg  has  already  turned,  and  that  we  are  now 
more  than  holding  our  own. 

The  number  of  members  who  had  paid  in  1894  and  were,  on  August 
15, 1896,  still  in  debt  to  the  Society  for  dues  of  1895,  was  183.  Of  these 
the  majority  are  old  members  who  will  at  this  meeting  or  in  the  near 
future  make  good  their  account  with  the  Society.  1895  gave  us  but  68 
new  names,  distributed  among  the  different  states  as  follows:  Ohio  18, 
Pennsylvania  15,  New  York  13,  Michigan  4,  Kentucky  3,  New  Jersey  2, 
Illinois  2,  Colorado  2,  and  Florida,  District  of  Columbia,  Maine,  Maryland, 
Montana,  Massachusetts,  Vermont,  Ontario  and  Belgium  one  each. 
Pittsburg,  the  convention  city,  actually  showed  a  loss  of  two  in  represen- 
tation, as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

Up  to  the  present  time  a  limited  number  of  suspended  members  have 
taken  advantage  of  the  very  liberal  provision  for  reinstatement  provided 
by  the  Executive  Committee  at  its  last  meeting,  and  this  together  with  the 
number  of  new  names  continually  coming  in  will  in  all  probability  make 
the  showing  in  membership  for  1896  very  favorable  as  compared  with  the 
previous  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  among  our  members  recorded  since  we  last 
met  has  been  but  four.  P.  Bruno  Meissner,  Flatbush,  N.  Y.,  died 
November  2,  1895;  A.  L.  BonnafEon,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  November  23, 
1895;  A.  W.  Bennett,  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  January  15,  1896;  and  August 
Eolker,  New  York,  June  17, 1896.  Of  those  that  formerly  affiliated  with 
lis,  death  has  taken  during  the  past  year:  G.  H.  Leahy,  David  Allan, 
Geo.  W.  Atwood,  C.  M.  Atkinson,  P.  K.  Brogan,  Tunis  DePew,  Thos. 
T.  Holton,  G.  Messeberg  and  John  A.  ScoUay. 

The  printed  annual  report  has  told  you  in  detail  the  story  of  the 
Pittsburg  meeting.  In  the  matter  of  discussions,  special  committee  work 
and  general  effectiveness  it  compared  favorably  with  any  that  had 
preceded  it.  One  feature  in  particular,  the  lecture  by  the  late  Wm. 
Hamilton  Gibson,  proved  to  be  interesting  and  instructive  beyond  com- 
parison. The  trade  exhibition  also,  at  which  there  were  awarded  seven- 
teen certificates,  sixteen  honorable  mentions  and  six  complimentary 
notices,  was  very  comprehensive  and  proved  a  great  attraction  for  the 
public. 

The  Executive  Committee  meeting  last  spring  was  an  event  of  great 
importance;  the  many  plans  and  ideas  for  a  partial  readjustment  of  the 
Society's  relations  to  its  members  and  to  other  trade  organizations,  which 
have  been  graduallj^  crystalizing  for  years,  took  definite  shape  and  you 
have  the  result  in  the  proposed  new  constitution  and  by-laws  which  will 
be  submitted  to  you  for  consideration  at  this  meeting.  This  plan  for 
reorganization  is  no  abruptly  conceived  project,  for  its  distinctive  features 
have  been  under  careful  deliberation  by  officers  and  other  active  members 
of  the  Society  for  a  period  of  five  years  at  least.  Ever  since  the 
executive  meeting  at  Washington  the  scheme  has  been  maturing,  and  as 
now  completed  it  represents  the  earnest  thought  of  many  of  our  most 
sagacious  members. 
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The  Society  of  American  Florists  has  found  some  heavy  obstructions- 
in  its  path  during  the  past  two  or  three  years.  The  widespread  business- 
depression  has  borne  heavily  upon  our  hard-worked  florists  and  money 
to  spend  in  traveling  five  hundred  or  a  thousand  miles  to  conventions  has- 
not  been  forthcoming.  Then  the  loss  of  our  national  charter,  at  the 
moment  when  the  grand  results  of  years  of  presistent  struggles  by  our 
champions  at  Washington  seemed  assured  to  us,  was  a  sore  discourage- 
ment and  the  apparent  waning  interest  furnished  an  incentive  for  attack^ 
and  unmerited  abuse.  But  the  Society  of  American  Florists  is  not  on  the 
defensive.  It  can  point  with  pride  to  twelve  years  of  useful  service  in  its 
special  line  of  work,  and  has  no  apologies  to  make,  especially  to  a  certain 
class  of  critics  from  whom  we  have  heard  considerable  during  the  past 
year,  who  have  with  ill-concealed  gratification  proclaimed  our  decreased 
numerical  strength,  making  use  of  the  situation  to  point  their  selfish 
morals  and  to  help  support  arguments  often  based  upon  assumed  con- 
ditions that  have  at  no  time  existed. 

Turning  from  these  self-constituted  regulators  whose  names  stand, 
almost  to  a  man,  on  our  delinquent  list,  we  find  in  the  roll  of  names  of 
those  who  have  stood  loyal,  who  through  it  all  have  been  neither  blind  nor 
idle,  a  preponderance  of  the  leading  spirits  in  American  floricultural  pro- 
gress. Realizing  that  from  such  ranks  come  the  forces  that  guide  our 
organization  we  need  ask  for  no  stronger  proof  of  its  stability  or 
guarantee  of  its  future  usefulness.  When  the  Society  of  American 
Florists  wants  regulating  its  real  friends  will  be  found  inside,  not  outside, 
its  own  membership,  and  these  are  the  men  who  may  with  entire  confi- 
dence be  intrusted  with  the  work. 

Mr.  Edwin  Lonsdale,  of  Philadelphia,  moved  that  the  able 
report  read  by  the  Secretary  be  received  and  placed  on  file. 

Mr.  Chas.  D.  Ball,  of  Holmesburg,  Pa.,  seconded  the  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  objection. 

The  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  Mr.  H.  B.  Beatty,  of  Oil  City,  Pa.,, 
presented  and  read  his  annual  report,  which,  he  stated,  had  been 
duly  audited  and  bore  the  endorsements  of  the  committee  by  whom 
it  had  been  approved. 

The  report  was  as  follows  : 

189.5. 

Jan.  1.  To  balance  per  statement  rendered  Executive  Com- 
mittee at  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  March  12-1.3,  1895,  and 
audited  by  committee  appointed:  W.  N.  Rudd,  E. 
A.  Wood,  and  H.  H.  Battles $2,314.28 

Apr.  18.    Received  book  601-650,  dues  as  follows:  1892 8.00 

"  "  "  "  "         1893 9.00 

.f  2 ,356. 28 
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Brought  forward 82,356.28 

Apr.  18.     Received  book  001-650,  dues  as  follows:  1894 114.00 

"            "             "                  "         1S95 21.00 

'^           "            "            "     .             "         1896 3.00 

Aug.    7.     Received  W.  J.  Stewart,  book  1-50,  dues,  1893. .     .  .  3.00 

"                   "                 "        "        "      1894 3.00 

"                    "                  "         "         "      lb95 1.50.00 

"     19.     Book  51-100.  dues,  1895 150.00 

Sept.    2.        "   101-150,      "      1895 150.00 

"       2.         "151-200,       "      1895 144.00 

"       2.         "151-200,       "      1894 6.00 

"       7.         "201-2.50,       "      1895 147.00 

"      7.        "201-250,      "      1894 3.00 

"     26.         "2.51-299,       "      1894 3.00 

"     26.         "2.51-299,       "      1895 144.00 

$3,397.28 

PAYBIENTS. 

1895. 

Mar.  21.  Paid  J.  G.  Esler,          as  per  voucher  No.  2  §24.00 

Apr.    3,  "  W.  J.  Stewart,            "  "  3  42.50 

"      3.  "  Grove  P.  Rawsou,      "  '•  4  24.60 

"      3.  "  H.  H.  Battles,             "  "  5  22.00 

"       3.  "  Edwin  Lonsdale,        "  ■'  6  22.00 

"      3.  "  Willis  N.  Rudd,          "  '■  7  25.00 

"      3..  "  Patrick  O' Mara,          "  '^  8  26.00 

"      3.  "  Wm.  Trelease,            "  ''  9  2.83 

"       5.  "  Jackson  Dawson,         "  "  10  41.25 

"      8.  "  Elijah  A.  Wood,         "  "  11  98.00 

"     18.  "  Wm.  J.  Stewart,         "  "  12  40.86 

June    3.  "  Central  Traffic  Asso.,"  "  13  17.00 

"       3.  "  H.  B.  Beatty,              "  "  14  6.75 

"      7.  "  J.  H.  McFarland  Co.  "  "  15  7.20 

July  24.  "  Wm.  J.  Stewart,        "  "  16  375.00 

"     25.  "  N.  Stafford,                 "  "  17  60.00 

"     31.  "  J.  C.  Rennison,           "  "  18  136.00 

Aug.    7.  "  Edwin  Lonsdale,        "  "  19  24.00 

"      7.  "  Wm.  J.  Stewart,         "  "  20  27.00 

Sept.    6.  "  Jos.  I.  Gilbert,            "  "  21  140.00 

"       6.  "  A.T.DeLaMareCo.  "  "  22  3.00 

"      6.  "  Heliotype  Print  Co.,  "  "  23  20.00 

"       6.  "  Daniel  Gunn&  Co.,   "  "  24  44.25 

"     14.  "  W.  H.  Gibson,             "  "  25  119.00 

'•■     26.  "  W^m.  J.  Stewart,         "  "  26  49.27 

"     26.  "  Wm.  J.  Stewart,         "  "  27  27.78 

Oct.    24.  "  P.  &  A.  Florist  Club  "  "  28  5.00 

Nov.  29.  "  Daniel  Gunn&  Co.,  "  '"  29  338.48 

SI, 708.77 

Dec.  31.     Balance 1,628.51 

§3,397.28 
Correct  and  approved, 

John  G.  Esler. 
John  F.  Co^vell. 
W.  N.   RUDD. 
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SUMMARY 

Received  for  the  year  1892,  dues .^S.OO 

"      "      1893,  "  1-2.00 

"      "      1894,  "  1-29.00 

"      "      1895,  "  906.00 

"      1896,  "  ;3.00 

Sl,053.00 

Balance,  Jan.  1,  1895  S2,344.'28 

$3,-397.28 

\  CREDrr   SUMMARY. 

Secretary's  salai-y S375  00 

Assistant  to  Secretary  at  Annual  Meeting 27.78 

Executive  Committee  Meeting 444.10 

Copying  proceedings  of  Executive  Committee  meeting.  13.75 

Stenographer's  report  of  Annual  Convention 140.00 

Printing  proceedings  of  Annual  Convention 338.48 

Miscellaneous  printing 77.70 

Secretary's  office  expenses 76.38 

Annual  badges 60.00 

Miscellaneous  expenses 212.75 

Committee  expenses.  No.  D 2.83 

81,768.77 

$1,628.-51 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Daniel  B.  Long,  of  Buffalo,  N.Y.,  the  report 
of  the  Treasurer  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be  filed. 

JUDGES    OF    THE    CLEVELAND    FLORAL    EXPOSITION. 

President  Scott  announced  that  he  had  been  requested  by  the 
committee  of  the  local  club  to  appoint  the  judges  for  the  Cleveland 
Floral  Exposition.  He  explained  that  these  appointments  were 
independent  of  and  not  connected  with  those  for  the  trade  exhibit. 
He  had  appointed  the  following : 

On  Plants  — Messrs.  A.  J.  Loveless,  J.  W.  C.  Deake  and  P.  J. 
Donohue. 

On  Flowers — Messrs.  D.  B.  Long,  E.  H.  Michel  and  A.  B.  Cart- 
ledge. 

The  gentlemen  named  were  requested  to  enter  upon  their  duties 
at  two  o'clock  today,  in  the  Central  Armory  Building. 
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THE  JUDGES  FOR    THE  TRADE  EXHIBIT. 

The  Secretary  announced  the  following  committees  appointed  to 
judge  the  trade  exhibit ;  the  first  name  in  each  instance  being  that  of 
the  chairman  : 

Class  A,  Plants.  —  Messrs.  Wm.  G.  Bertermann,  Lemuel  Ball, 
and  A.  Wiegand. 

Class  B.  Cut  Flowers  —  Messrs.  Fred  Burki,  William  Miller, 
and  P.  Breitmeyer. 

Class  C.  Boilers  and  Heating  Apparatus.  —  Messrs.  Stephen 
Taplin,  John  Bader  and  F.  Macrae. 

Class  D.  Greenhouse  Appliances,  including  Flower  Pots. — 
Messrs.  John  Burton,  Chatterton  Warburton  and  "W.  H.  Taplin. 

Class  E.  Florists'  Supplies,  including  Fancy  Earthen- 
ware. —  Messrs.  Wm.  F.  Gude,  Robert  Kift  and  H.  Krueger. 

Class  F.  Bulbs  and  Seeds  —  Messrs.  H.  L.  Sunderbruch,  A.  M. 
Rennie  and  Andrew  Esler. 

Class  G.  Miscellaneous.  —  The  chairmen  of  the  six  preceding 
committees,  viz.:  Messrs.  Wm.  G.  Bertermann,  Fred  Burki,  S.  Taplin, 
Wm.  F.  Gude,  John  Burton  and  H.  L.  Sunderbruch. 

The  gentlemen  named  were  requested  to  call  at  the  Secretary's 
desk,  after  adjournment,  and  procure  the  requisite  books,  badges, 
etc.,  for  their  work. 

The  Secretary  also  read  announcements  of  the  hours  and  places 
of  meeting  of  the  captains  and  members  of  the  bowling  and  shooting 
clubs. 

INTERNATIONAL    EXPOSITION    AT    HAMBURG  IN   1897. 

Secretary  Stewart:  Mr.  President,  I  have  here  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  Societ}'^  of  American  Florists,  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  of 
the  International  Exposition  to  be  held  at  Hamburg  in  1897.  Perhaps 
it  may  as  well  be  read  at  the  present  time.     It  is  as  follows: 

Hamburg,  July  13,  1896. 
Gentlemen^  —  Having  learned  that  your  annual  meeting  takes  place  in 
August,  I  have  been  instructed  by  the  Board  of  the  Great  International  Expo- 
sition in  1897,  to  forward  to  you  our  catalogue  of  prizes,  to  request  you  to  urge 
upon  your  members  their  participation  at  our  Exposition,  and  to  urge  upon 
your  Board  to  constitute  itself  a  syndicate  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  us  in 
the  furtherance  of  our  object.  Similar  syndicates  have  been  formed  by 
the  English  Horticultural  Society;  the  Chambre  Syndicate  des  Horticul- 
teurs  Beiges,  etc.,  etc. 
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Through  the  American  Embassy  we  have  applied  to  the  government  at 
Washington  to  call  the  attention  of  the  State  Boards  of  Horticulture  to  our 
International  Exposition,  Avhich  is  to  open  on  May  1st,  and  then  to  continue 
until  Oct.  1st,  1897,  in  order  to  bring  before  the  public  every  class  of  flowers 
and  plants  in  their  greatest  perfection.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with 
all  our  steamship  lines  to  the  different  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  they 
have  agreed  to  carry  all  objects  for  our  Exposition  free  of  charge  and  freight 
and  to  allow  any  persons  who  are  to  accompany  and  take  care  of  any  plants, 
etc.,  fifty  per  cent,  discount  on  the  regular  rates  of  passage. 

The  regular  awards  amount  to  about  .$15,000,  and  special  prizes  of  honor, 
for  about  $10,000  have  been  so  far  donated.  But,  as  their  number  keeps  in- 
creasing from  day  to  day,  we  expect  them  to  aggregate  from  about  forty  to 
fifty  thousand  dollars. 

We  hope  to  hear  further  from  you  and  will  be  glad  to  furnish  any  infor- 
mation you  desire. 

Believe  me,  dear  sir,  yours  faithfully, 

Louis  Ritz. 

Mr.  John  Burton,  of  Philadelphia,  moved  the  reference  of  the 
letter  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

It  was  so  ordered  without  objection. 

THE    nomenclature   COMMITTEE. 

President  Scott  :  The  next  order  of  business  is  reports  from  com- 
mittees. Is  any  member  of  the  ISTomenclature  Committee  prepared  to 
make  a  report  from  that  committee? 

Mr.  Thomas  Gunson,  of  the  Agricultural  College,  Michigan:  As 
a  member  of  the  committee  I  will  say  that  I  have  been  unable  to  meet 
any  of  the  other  members  today  and  the  committee  has  not  met  hereto- 
fore, the  chairman,  Professor  Trelease,  having  been  abroad  for  some 
time. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Michel:  I  move  that  the  committee  be  given  further 
time  in  which  to  make  their  report. 

The  President:  If  there  is  no  objection,  the  committee  will  be 
granted  further  time  and  their  report  will  be  deferred  for  the  present. 

fire  insurance. 

The  President:  The  next  committee  from  which  a  report  is  re- 
quested is  also  an  important  one.  The  subject  matter  is  one  that  has 
been  considered  and  discussed  for  the  past  two  years.  I  refer  to  the 
Committee  on  Fire  Insurance.  I  know  there  is  one  gentleman  present — 
Mr.  Michel,  the  chairman  —  who  can  give  us  a  report  on  the  subject. 
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Mr.  E.  H.  Michel  responded  by  reading  the  following  report: 

To  the  Society  of  American  Florists,  —  Your  Fire  Insurance  Com- 
mittee reports  that  it  has,  through  its  Mr.  J.  G.  Esler,  kept  hard  at  work 
after  the  rate-making  organizations  of  the  Eastern  States,  in  its  effort  to 
secure  recognition  of  the  desirable  character  of  the  large  majority  of 
newer  greenhouse  risks.  The  Suburban  Board  of  Underwriters,  of  N'ew 
York,  is  probably  the  most  influential,  and  much  of  the  attack  has  been 
directed  there.  Partial  success  has  been  our  reward.  We  are  informed 
that  a  number  of  large  establishments  around  New  York  have  received 
satisfactory  rates.  This  is  undoubtedly  a  result  of  the  agitation,  although 
the  most  that  the  rate-makers  have  done  for  us  directly  has  been  to  ac- 
knowledge the  desirability  of  many  of  our  risks  and  to  promise  to  soon 
get  up  a  classification  of  their  own  covering  the  field.  Other  rate-making 
bodies  have  either  denied  our  request  for  better  rates  or  laid  the  matter 
on  the  table.  We  still  hope  for  favorable  action  on  the  part  of  the  Sub- 
urban Board  of  Underwriters  at  New  York. 

We  must  have  the  assistance  of  all  greenhouse  owners  in  this  work. 
All  of  you  must  at  every  opportunity  show  to  insurance  agents  the  great 
safety  of  modern  greenhouses.  Offer  to  insure  if  rates  are  low  but  de- 
cline if  they  are  high. 

Mr.  Michel  added:  Mr.  President,  that  which  I  have  read  is  the 
formal  report  to  be  handed  to  you.  It  simply  states  that  we  have  been  do- 
ing a  little  work.  We  have  tried  to  acomplish  something  but  must  acknowl- 
edge that  we  have  practically  failed.  Mr.  John  G.  Esler,  of  whose  work 
the  report  speaks,  is  now  present  in  the  hall  and  doubtless  can  say  more 
on  the  subject  than  I  can. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Esler,  Saddle  Eiver,  N.  J. :  Mr.  President,  I  made  every 
endeavor  to  get  some  sort  of  satisfactory  reply  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Suburban  Board  of  Underwriters.  So  far,  they  have  not  done  anything 
but  have  simply  put  us  off.  They  would  not  accept  our  classification  for 
greenhouse  insurance,  but  promised  me,  about  three  months  ago,  they 
would  make  one  of  their  own.  They  have  not  done  this.  The  last  time 
I  called  on  them,  which  was  a  few  days  ago,  I  told  them  I  had  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  they  did  not  want  greenhouse  insurance;  that  they  could 
rely  upon  it  that  greenhouse  men  would  not  insure  at  the  present  rates ; 
that,  if  they  would  not  make  a  classification,  the  greenhouse  men  could  do 
without  insurance.  I  will  say  here  that  they  do  not  seem  to  want  to  make 
a  classification  but  prefer  to  retain  the  high  rates  which  they  are  now 
charging.  Consequently  there  is  nothing  for  us  to  do,  if  we  want  insur- 
ance, but  to  do  the  insuring  ourselves. 

The  President  invited  further  discussion  and  remarked  that  the 
subject  was  one  of  great  importance. 
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Mr.  M.  J.  O'Brien,  of  Sharon,  Pa. :  I  would  ask  whether  anything 
has  been  done  heretofore  in  the  way  of  or2;anizing  a  movement  for  fire 
insurance  similar  to  that  of  the  Hail  Insurance  Association,  and  confined 
to  florists  alone.  I  make  this  inquiry  because  I  have  found  in  all  sec- 
tions of  the  country,  as  Mr.  Esler  has  stated,  that  we  can  get  no  satisfac- 
tion in  regard  to  fire  insurance  rates,  even  where  a  night  watchman  is 
kept,  and  where  there  is  a  sufficient  pressure  of  water,  indicating  no 
risk  whatever.  At  the  present  time  we  have  no  prospect  of  getting  the 
fire  insurance  from  the  old  line  companies. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Esler:  Efforts  have  been  made  to  organize  a  fire  insur- 
ance association,  but  a  great  deal  of  labor  is  involved  in  a  thing  of  that 
kind.  A  fire  Lloyd's  law  was  passed  by  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  a  few  years 
ago,  which  allows  twenty  individuals,  each  owning  property  worth  more 
than  .$20,000,  to  form  an  insurance  association,  which  association  is  re- 
quired to  deposit  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  $40,000  in  bonds.  It  is 
then  allowed  to  do  an  insurance  business.  This  can  be  done  by  these 
individuals  paying  one  per  cent,  of  the  amount  of  the  insurance  and 
taking  that  amount  in  the  capital  stock  of  the  company.  The  profits 
arising  from  the  insurance  and  the  interest  on  the  bonds,  less  the  taxes 
levied  by  the  State,  may  be  divided  among  the  stockholders  annually  as 
a  dividend  on  the  capital  stock.  That  is  the  only  practical  way  that  I 
can  see  for  an  insurance  company  to  be  organized.  It  would  take  con- 
siderable time  and  labor  to  organize  such  an  association.  It  would  of 
course  have  to  employ  professional  adjusters  to  adjust  losses  in  the  sever- 
al states. 

The  President:  It  is  evident  that  Mr.  Esler  and  Mr.  Michel  have 
been  working  hard  on  this  fire  insurance  matter.  What  action  will  you 
take  on  the  report? 

Mr.  Chas.  D.  Ball:  I  move  that  the  report  be  received  and  the 
committee  continued. 

Mr.  J,  G.  Esler:  I  hardly  think  it  of  any  use  to  continue  that  com- 
mittee and  have  them  troubling  the  insurance  companies  further.  The 
companies  seem  determined  to  stick  to  the  old  rates,  and  I  do  not  think 
there  is  any  hope  of  getting  any  classification  out  of  them  at  all. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Michel:  I  fully  agree  with  Mr.  Esler  that,  if  the  com- 
mittee is  required  to  go  ahead  with  the  work,  it  will  not  succeed  in  doing 
much  that  will  be  of  benefit  to  the  Society.  I  say  this  in  view  of  the 
experience  we  have  already  had.  We  have  done  all  that  we  could  do 
but  have  received  only  promises  and  nothing  but  promises.  The  com- 
panies promised  to  take  up  the  matter  at  their  next  meeting,  but  after 
their  meeting  was  held,  failed  to  give  us  any  definite  information.    If  the 
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committee  is  to  be  continued  witli  the  same  instructions  as  before,  I 
would  ask  to  be  excused  from  furtlier  service  upon  it.  If  the  majority 
here  think  it  would  be  advisable  to  enter  a  little  further  into  the  matter 
of  gathering  information  in  regard  to  the  organization  of  a  fire  insurance 
association,  among  our  membership,  I  would  suggest  that  Mr.  Esler  be 
requested  to  lend  his  assistance  in  that  direction,  as  he  has  been  doing 
most  of  the  work  on  that  line  in  the  past. 

The  President:  If  the  pending  motion  prevails  we  would  at  least 
have  a  committee  to  which  reports  could  be  made.  The  Chair  will  take 
a  vote  upon  it.  All  in  favor  of  the  committee  being  continued  will  say 
"aye." 

After  hearing  the  responses,  all  of  which  were  in  the  affirmative 
except  that  Mr.  Michel  voted  in  the  negative,  the  Chair  announced 
that  the  motion  had  been  carried  almost  unanimously. 

Mr.  Jas.  Dean,  of  Bay  Kidge,  N.  Y. :  I  would  like  to  say  a  word  in 
regard  to  fire  insurance.  I  do  not  know  that  the  companies  really 
deserve  all  the  blame  that  has  been  visited  upon  them  here  because  of 
their  high  rates.  I  think  that  the  florists  themselves  are  in  part  respon- 
sible for  these  rates  being  kept  up  as  they  have  been.  I  had  been  in- 
sured on  the  three-year  plan,  but  several  parties  who  came  to  my  place 
about  insurance  last  year,  said  their  companies  would  not  give  any  more 
three-year  insurance  and  would  only  insure  for  a  year,  as  the  risk  was 
greater  than  they  had  anticipated.  They  represented  that  the  florists 
could  help  themselves,  in  the  matter  of  insurance  rates,  by  paying  more 
attention  to  the  construction  of  their  greenhouses.  In  many  of  these, 
the  stairs  leading  from  the  shed  down  into  the  boiler  room  are  construct- 
ed of  wood,  and  it  may  often  happen  that  the  florist  is  careless  in  throw- 
ing the  hot  ashes  against  the  stairs  and  leaving  them  to  accumulate  there. 
In  some  instances  the  smoke  pipe  may  not  be  sufficiently  protected. 
The  insurance  companies  object  to  the  construction  of  the  stairs  in  that 
manner,  and  also  to  the  beams  being  near  to  the  flue.  I  learned  that 
this  condition  of  things  led  the  insurance  men  to  keep  up  the  rate  on  the 
florists,  and  I  think  that  to  a  certain  extent  they  are  warranted  in  so 
doing.  I  suggest  that  if  we  are  more  careful,  and  will  see  that  the  boiler 
pipes,  etc.,  are  better  protected,  we  will  be  better  able  to  help  ourselves 
in  the  matter  of  rates,  as  that  fact  would  probably  have  greater  influence 
with  the  companies  than  any  other  in  inducing  them  to  lower  their 
charges. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Esler:  I  would  remind  the  gentleman,  (Mr.  Dean)  that 
the  companies  do  not  make  the  rates  and  that  these  are  made  by  the  Board 
of  Underwriters.  In  the  section  in  which  that  gentleman  resides  they  are 
made  by  what  is  called  "  The  Suburban  Board  of  Underwriters."  The 
inspection  made  by  any  agent  of  a  company  is  finally  referred  to  that 
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board  for  action.  Our  committee  spent  hours  in  explaining  to  that  board 
the  difference  between  well  constructed  and  badly  constructed  green- 
houses, and  asked  them  to  discriminate  against  such  risks  as  have  been 
described  by  Mr.  Dean,  but  to  give  greenhouses  that  rated  as  first-class 
risks  the  benefit  of  a  low  rate  of  insurance.  They  promised  to  give  us  a 
classification,  not  the  one  we  suggested,  but  one  of  their  own,  which 
would  recognize  the  difference  between  good  and  bad  risks ;  but  fhey  did 
not  do  this  and  consequently  they  have  maintained  the  same  uniform 
high  rate. 

MISCELLANEOUS     BUSINESS. 

The  Secretary  made  sundry  announcements,  for  general  informa- 
tion, relative  to  the  signing  of  certificates  for  return  railway  tickets; 
concerning  the  duties  of  the  judges  on  exhibits,  etc.  In  reply  to  an 
inquiry  by  Mr.  Michel,  he  explained  that  the  report  by  the  judges  of 
the  local  floral  exhibition  in  the  Armory  Building  would  be  made  to 
Secretary  Leach,  of  the  Cleveland  Florists'  Club. 

Vice-President  G-raham  announced  the  details  of  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  conveyance  of  the  visitors  to  the  reception  at  Mr. 
Gasser's  residence,  in  the  afternoon. 

President  Scott  said  the  Convention  accepted  the  kind  hospi- 
tality of  Mr.  Gasser  with  pleasure. 

An  adjournment  was  then  ordered  until  the  following  day. 

THE    president's    RECEPTION. 

Late  in  the  afternoon,  the  members  of  the  convention  with  the 
ladies  accompanying  them,  numbering  about  five  hundred,  were  the 
guests  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Gasser,  at  his  beautiful  residence  at  AVoodcliflf, 
on  the  lake  front,  where  the  president's  reception  was  held.  The 
specially  chartered  train  of  eight  flower-bedecked  trolley  cars,  which 
conveyed  the  party  through  the  city,  attracted  universal  attention  as 
it  whizzed  along. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gasser,  their  daughter,  Mrs.  D.  R.  Knisely,  and 
Mr.  Knisely,  received  their  guests  on  the  lawn  skirting  their  hand- 
some suburban  residence,  and  cordially  welcomed  them.  The  visitors 
wandered  over  the  spacious  grounds  adorned  with  lovely  beds  of 
flowers  and  plants.  After  being  photographed  in  groups,  they  were 
served  with  refreshments  in  a  commodious  and  tastefully  decorated 
marque  by  the  lake  side.  Festoons  of  evergreen  and  bright  colored 
ribbons  were  arranged  about  the  interior,  and  the  tables  were  radiant 
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with  bouquets.  An  orchestra  furnished  music,  and  after  the  tables 
were  removed  dancing  was  enjoyed  by  the  younger  element.  Rows 
of  fairy  lamps  and  Japanese  lanterns  illuminated  the  grounds,  giving 
a  very  pretty  effect  after  nightfall.  The  hoars  of  the  reception  were 
from  five  to  eleven  o'clock  p.  m.  The  hospitality  of  Mr.  Gasser  and 
his  family  was  highly  appreciated  by  his  fellow  craftsmen  and  their 
ladies,  and  all  came  away  with  the  most  pleasant  recollections  of  a 
very  enjoyable  occasion. 

During  the  evening  President  Scott  voiced  the  sentiments  of  the 
guests  as  follows : 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, —  We  are  today  the  guests  of  Mr.  Gasser.  You 
know  enough  of  that  gentleman  to  know  that  everything  he  does  is  done 
well.  When  he  entertains  his  friends  he  does  it  grandly.  I  know  we 
are  all  delighted  to  be  here.  Nothing  that  has  ever  occurred  at  any  of  our 
conventions  has  passed  off  more  pleasantly.  We  cannot  help  but  com- 
mend Mr.  Gasser  for  the  beautiful  place  he  has  here.  It  is  the  result 
of  his  industry  and  he  deserves  to  enjoy  it.  In  thanking  Mr.  Gasser, 
and  his  good  wife  also,  for  what  has  been  done  for  our  entertainment,  1 
may  say  that  we  have  here  some  evidence  of  what  a  royal  welcome  the 
Cleveland  men  are  giving  us.  Since  our  arrival  in  Cleveland  we  have 
been  entertained  most  generously.  We  will  have  another  opportunity 
to  thank  the  Cleveland  men,  but  I  would  like  you  all  now  to  join  with  me 
in  giving  three  cheers  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gasser  and  the  Cleveland  florists. 

The  cheers  were  given  heartily  and  were  followed  by  "  three 
more  for  the  ladies,"  when  the  orchestra  again  struck  up  and  the 
dancing  was  resumed. 


SECOND  DAY.  —  MORNING. 

Cleveland,  O.,  Wednesday,  Aug.  19, 1896. 

The  Convention  met  at  10.30  o'clock  a.  m.  ;  President  Scott  in 
the  chair. 

REPORTS    OP    exhibition    JUDGES. 

The  President  announced  the  first  business  to  be  the  reading  of 
the  reports  of  judges  on  the  different  classes  of  exhibits  in  the  trade 
display. 

The  Secretary  here  read  the  several  reports,  and  they  were,  on 
motion,  received  and  ordered  to  be  filed.  They  will  all  be  found  in 
the  Appendix  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention. 
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THE     NOMENCLATURE     COMMITTEE. 

The  President  announced  that  a  report  from  the  Nomenclature 
Committee  had  been  received  and  would  be  read. 

The  Secretary  here  read  the  report  from  Professor  Trelease.  It 
was  as  follows : 

St.  Lons,  Mo.,  Aug.  17,  1896. 

To  the  Society  of  American  Florists,  —  The  undersigned  begs  to 
report  that  for  quite  unforseen  reasons  the  Nomenclature  Committee  of 
the  Society  has  not  been  brought  together  this  year,  and  consequently 
has  no  report  to  submit  at  this  meeting.  The  only  important  matters 
that  have  been  brought  before  the  committee  are  questions  concerning 
the  priority  of  certain  chrysanthemum  names,  and  the  desirability  of  be- 
stowing a  varietal  name  upon  that  form  of  the  sword-fern  which  is 
known  as  the  Boston  fern.  Concerning  the  chrysanthemum  names 
referred  to,  the  committee  will  report  at  a  later  meeting,  as  the  matter  is 
now  being  tested.  The  fern  has  been  referred  to  a  botanical  expert  on 
ferns,  to  be  named  and  described  if  in  his  judgment  that  course  seems 
best,  it  being  held  that  the  naming  of  varieties  is  the  province  of  botanists 
rather  than  of  the  Nomenclature  Committee  of  this  Society. 

Yery  respectfully, 

Wm.  Trelease,  Chairman. 

Secretary  Stewart:  I  have  also  a  letter  from  Professor  Trelease, 
suggesting  that  the  Nomenclature  Committee  be  appointed  during  the 
Convention,  instead  of  by  the  Executive  Committee  at  its  spring  meet- 
ing. 

The  President:  Gentlemen,  what  is  your  pleasure  with  respect  to 
this  report  of  the  Nomenclature  Committee? 

Mr.  Grove  P.  Rawson,  of  Elmira,  N.  Y.:  I  move  that  the  sug- 
gestion of  Professor  Trelease  be  adopted  and  that  the  Committee  on 
Nomenclature  be  appointed  by  the  President. 

Mr.  Carmody  seconded  the  motion. 

The  President:  It  is  moved  and  seconded  that  the  Nomenclature 
Committee  be  appointed  at  this  meeting  instead  of  at  the  meeting  of  the 
Executive  Committee.  I  suppose  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Rawson)  means 
that  it  shall  be  appointed  at  all  annual  meetings? 

Mr.  Rawson:    Yes,  sir. 

The  President  here  took  a  vote  upon  the  motion,  when  it  was 
carried  without  objection.  He  then  invited  discussion  of  the  report, 
but  no  response  was  made. 

The  report  was  accepted. 
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ALBERT'S  CONCENTRATED    MANURE. 

Secretary  Stewart:  Mr.  President,  two  members  of  the  committee 
appointed  last  year  to  test  Albert's  Horticultural  Manure,  which  was 
exhibited  by  Robert  L.  Merwin  &  Co.,  of  New  York,  have  made  reports. 
The  first  that  I  read  is  from  Mr.  John  White,  of  Pittsfleld,  Mass.  It  is 
as  follows: 

Aug.  14,  1896. 
It  will  not  be  possible  for  me  to  attend  the  Conveution,  so  I  will  give  you 
a  little  report  of  my  test  with  the  Merwiu  &  Go's  Conceutrated  Manure.  I 
received  ten  pounds  from  the  company  as  a  trial  package ;  and,  besides  this 
I  also  purchased  100  pounds,  so  that  I  might  be  more  able  to  test  its  qualities 
alongside  of  cow  and  sheep  manure  in  liquid  form,  and  also  in  a  dry  state  as 
top  di-essing.  From  results  obtained  I  am  convinced  that  the  cow  and  sheep 
manures  are  superior  in  my  case  at  least.  I  presume  that  Mr.  Edwards  and 
Mr.  Hart,  the  other  two  members  of  the  committee,  will  be  present  at  the 
Convention,   when  they  undoubtedly  will  give   their  experience  with  said 

manure. 

Very  respectfully, 

JoHX   White. 

The  other  report  is  from  Mr.  H.  A.  Hart,  of  Cleveland,  and  is  as 
follows : 

The  results  of  my  experiments  with  Albert's  fertilizer  have  been  very 
satisfactory.  I  have  not,  however,  tested  in  comparison  with  cow  or  sheep 
manure,  and  can  say  nothing  of  its  comparative  value.  If  a  man  has  plenty 
of  stable  manure,  I  should  say  that  he  needs  nothing  else  and  need  look  for 
nothing  better.  But  where  this  is  not  to  be  had  I  regard  the  commercial 
fertilizers  as  indispensable. 

H.    A.  Hart. 

The  President:  Gentlemen,  what  is  your  pleasure  with  respect  to 
these  two  communications? 

Mr.  Edwin  Lonsdale:  I  move  that  they  be  received  and  entered 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  M.  J.  O'Brien,  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Seibrecht,  of  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y. :  Mr.  President,  I 
for  one  have  thoroughly  experimented  with  this  manure.  I  gave  it  out 
to  the  foremen  in  the  different  departments  and  instructed  them  to 
apply  it  alongside  of  cow  and  sheep  manure,  as  Mr.  White  states  that  he 
has  done.  I  invariably  received  the  same  report  from  all  of  the  foremen, 
that  they  could  see  no  difference  between  the  two,  and  that  if  anything 
they  would  be  in  favor  of  using  what  they  had  been  accustomed  to  use, 
that  is,  the  animal  manure.  I  do  not  attach  much  value  to  the  manure 
here  spoken  of.  I  believe  it  is  of  a  high  grade,  very  expensive,  and  I 
would  not  be  in  favor  of  recommending  it.  We  want  something  that 
will  give  more  telling  results. 
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The  President  invited  further  remarks. 

Mr.  Robert  Craig,  of  Philadelphia:  I  would  like  to  state  one  or 
two  facts  that  were  observed  in  the  neighborhood  in  which  I  reside.  The 
fertilizer  known  as  Albert's  Horticultural  Manure  was  very  generally 
tried  early  last  fall  on  the  chrysanthemums,  and  the  results  generally 
were  very  good.  My  neighbor,  Mr.  Becker,  who  grows  chrysanthemums 
very  well  in  pots,  was  delighted  with  the  results  of  the  Albert's  Horticul- 
tural Manure,  so  much  so  that  he  began  to  use  it  all  over  his  place.  He 
used  it  with  about  the  same  strength  on  his  roses  and  his  violet  house  as 
upon  his  chrysanthemums,  and  he  ruined  the  roses  and  ruined  the  vio- 
lets. My  own  experience  was  about  the  same.  We  had  bunches  of 
chrysanthemums  that  were  in  very  shallow  soil,  and  they  became  full  of 
roots  and  turned  yellow.  We  watered  them;  and  in  watering  a  little 
space  of  ten  feet  to  see  the  effect,  we  found  that  the  leaves  speedily  be- 
came a  rich  dark  green.  It  was  evidently  such  an  advantage  that  we 
watered  all  our  chrysanthemums.  They  were  benefited  by  it  and  we  got 
better  blooms.  Then,  after  being  careful  enough  for  a  time,  we  did  as 
Mr.  Becker  did,  and  I  absolutely  ruined  a  house  of  Morgan  roses  that 
were  in  very  fine  condition,  by  using  the  manure  of  the  same  strength. 
I  heard  afterwards  that  in  the  place  of  John  Henderson  &  Co.  they  had 
been  using  Albert's  manure,  much  diluted,  with  very  good  results,  and 
that  they  had  great  faith  in  it. 

It  seems  to  me  we  ought  not  to  hastily  condemn  that  manure.  It 
may  be  that  we  have  used  it  in  too  strong  proportions  and  that  if  it  was 
more  diluted,  as  recommended  by  the  introducers  of  it,  it  might  prove 
to  be  a  very  useful  manure.  I  think  we  have  much  to  learn  yet  about 
it.  It  certainly  is  very  powerful  and  needs  to  be  experimented  with  in 
much  diluted  form. 

Mr.  Siebrecht:  I  would  like  to  say,  in  addition  to  what  I  have  said 
and  also  in  reply  to  some  of  Mr.  Craig's  remarks,  that  we  knew  the  cost 
of  the  manure,  that  we  had  the  directions  for  using  it  and  that  we  follow- 
ed the  directions.  The  rose  house  was  divided  off  into  three  sections; 
we  took  equal  amounts  or  money's  worth  of  that  manure  and  of  cow  and 
sheep  manure,  and  each  section  received  the  same  money's  worth  in  a 
given  time.  There  is  where  we  had  our  results.  We  had  no  injurious 
result  from  Albert's  high  grade  fertilizer,  neither  did  we  have  any  from 
the  sheep  or  cow  manure,  but  we  failed,  after  several  trials,  to  see  the 
difference.  There  was  no  difference  in  the  rose  and  palm  departments; 
in  fact,  the  foremen  of  those  departments  stated,  after  several  months, 
they  were  in  favor  of  the  cow  and  sheep  manure  decidedly. 

Mr.  J,  E.  Bonsal,  of  Salem,  O.:  I  have  had  a  little  experience 
with  Albert's  manure.  I  experimented  with  it  a  little  last  season,  where 
I  had  roses  on  solid  beds  in  the  centre  of  the  house  and  on  tables  or 
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benches  at  the  side.  I  used  it  according  to  directions.  The  result  was 
that  for  the  roses  on  the  side  bench,  which  had  probably  about  five  or 
six  inches  of  soil,  it  was  entirely  too  strong.  It  ruined  the  bed  entirely. 
They  dropped  nearly  all  their  leaves  and  had  to  be  thrown  out.  On  the 
solid  beds,  where  there  was  a  greater  depth  of  soil  and  where  it  was  put 
on  with  the  same  strength,  it  had  a  beneficial  result  on  the  roses.  I  did 
not  make  any  comparison,  as  Mr.  Seibrecht  did,  with  reference  to  the 
expense  of  the  manure,  but  I  know  that  it  did  benefit  the  roses;  I  feel 
convinced  that  we  must  use  it  very  carefully  and,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, dilute  it  at  least  twice  as  much,  or  make  it  half  as  strong  as  the 
manufacturers  recommend. 

Mr.  W.  r.  GuDE,  of  Washington,  D.  C:  I  would  like  to  say  one 
word  on  the  subject  of  this  manure.  I  heartily  concur  in  everything 
that  Mr.  Craig  has  said.  Our  experience  has  been  somewhat  similar  to 
what  he  stated  was  his  experience.  "We  used  this  manure  on  the  outside, 
and  in  two  weeks  we  had  good  results  in  the  chrysanthemums.  In  the 
houses  we  had  to  go  carefully  but  had  no  bad  results.  Where  some  of 
us  are  so  situated  that  cow  and  sheep  manure  can  be  handled  cheaply, 
this  fertilizer  may  not  be  so  desirable;  but  in  some  places  cow  and  sheep 
manure  are  often  very  expensive,  and  in  such  places  commercial  fertili- 
zers ought  to  be  more  valuable  than  the  others.  I  think  the  fertilizer  in 
question  is  the  best  thing  I  have  seen  yet  to  secure  quick  and  immediate 
results,  especially  on  chrysanthemums. 

Mr.  Michel:  I  move  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
thoroughly  test  this  fertilizer  and  to  report  next  year.  In  order  to  do  it 
justice  (which,  it  appears,  the  other  committee  have  not  fully  done),  I 
think  we  should  have  a  committee  to  test  it;  and  if  any  test  is  made,  it 
should  be  a  thorough  one. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Vaugiian,  of  Chicago:  Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  me 
to  be  hardly  worth  while  to  make  a  test.  I  will  have  to  oppose  that,  as 
I  do  not  believe  we  can  make  such  a  test  with  advantage. 

Mr.  H.  A.  SiEBRECHT,  said  he  concurred  in  the  view  expressed 
by  Mr.  Vaughan. 

A  vote  was  here  taken  and  Mr.  Michel's  motion  was  rejected. 

C  ANNAS. 

The  President  here  called  for  a  report  of  the  Committee  on  Can- 
nas,  of  which  Mr.  Dean  was  chairman. 

Mr.  Jas.  Dean,  upon  the  invitation  of  the  Chair,  came  forward 
and  made  his  report  from  the  platform.     He  said  : 
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Mr.  President  a?ifZ  Gentlemen,  —  I  am  happy  to  report,  on  behalf  of 
the  Committee  on  Cannas,  that  the  present  season  has  been  very  favor- 
able, and  also  that  last  spring,  all  the  growers  of  good  varieties  sold  out 
at  fair  prices.  We  have,  this  year,  the  introduction  of  three  new  cannas 
of  a  different  type  from  the  French  or  Crozy  type  of  cannas.  They  are 
called  "  the  orchid  cannas,"  of  which  Italia,  Austria,  and  Burbank 
are  examples.  I  have  grown  these  cannas  this  year  in  two  or  three 
places,  planted  out,  and  they  did  fairly  well.  The  sun  burned  them  a 
little,  but  I  think  that  under  certain  circumstances  they  are  worthy  of 
trial.  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  all  of  us  to  give  them  a  test.  As  green- 
house plants  they  are  simply  magnificent.  The  foliage  is  splendid,  the 
flowers  very  large  and  of  very  bright  color.  They  are  simply  the  fore- 
runners, I  think,  of  a  new  type  of  cannas. 

I  sent  out  a  series  of  questions  to  twelve  of  the  largest  growers  of 
cannas  in  the  country,  have  received  answers  from  many  of  them,  which 
I  shall  read.  By  the  way,  the  reason  why  I  sent  out  these  questions  was 
this.  I  saw  that  even  today,  in  the  East,  (and  there  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  have  good  cannas  there),  there  are  many  cannas  still  planted 
out  that  are  the  inferior  varieties  preceding  the  introduction  of  Madame 
Crozy.  In  coming  to  this  meeting,  when  passing  through  our  City  Hall 
Square,  in  New  York,  I  ran  against  a  large  bed  of  cannas  there  of  the  old 
varieties.  It  seemed  to  me  to  be  a  shame  that  this  should  be  the  case. 
Cannas  are  certainly  within  the  reach  of  all,  and  assuredly  within  the 
reach  of  the  park  departments  of  our  large  cities.  But  there  were  these 
old  varieties  of  cannas  with  no  flowers  on,  or  at  least  none  of  any  size  or 
color.  I  regarded  that  as  a  rather  sorry  spectacle  to  be  seen  right  up 
against  City  Hall  in  our  great  metropolitan  city. 

The  questions  which  I  sent  out  were  the  following: 

1.  Which  variety  of  canna  do  you  consider  best  for  general  cultiva- 
tion? 

2.  Also,  the  best  three  cannas  for  general  cultivation? 

3.  Also,  the  best  six  varieties  for  general  cultivation? 

4.  The  best  new  cannas  that  have  been  tested  at  least  one  year? 

5.  The  best  new  canna  of  this  year's  introduction. 

I  have  here  a  number  of  replies  to  those  questions. 

Mr.  Dean  then  read  the  responses  which  he  had  received,  as  follows: 

From  Mr.  Patrick  O'Mara,  Jersey  City:  Question  No.  1. — Mme. 
Crozy.  2. — Mme.  Crozy,  Queen  Charlotte,  Eldorado.  3. — Mme.  Crozy, 
Queen  Charlotte,  Eldorado,  Chas.  Henderson,  Souv.  d'Antonin  Crozy, 
Pink  Ehemanni.     4. — Mme.  Crozy. 

From  Wm.  E.  Smith,  of  Washington,  D.  C:  Question  No.  1. — 
Mme.  Crozy.  2. — Egandale,  Florence  Vaughan,  Flamingo.  3. — Egan- 
dale.  Flamingo,  Alphonse  Bouvier,  Souv.  d'Antonin  Crozy,  Queen  Char- 
lotte.    4. — Flamingo. 
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From  Mr.  John  N".  May,  Summit,  N.  J.:  Question  No.  2. — ■ 
Egandale,  Columbia  and  Golden  Queen.  3. — Egandale,  Columbia, 
Golden  Queen,  Queen  Charlotte,  J.  D.  Cabos  and  Salmon  Queen.  4.  — 
Golden  Queen.     5. — Austria. 

Mr.  May  adds:  "  It  may  possibly  interest  you,  as  you  have  asked 
for  other  suggestions,  to  place  the  choice  varieties  of  their  colors.  These 
I  have  found  as  follows:  The  best  crimsons  among  the  older,  Alphonse 
Bouvier  and  Charles  Henderson.  The  best  scarlets  among  the  older, 
Mme.  Crozy  and  American  Flag.  The  best  yellows  are  Golden  Queen, 
Prima,  Florence  Vaughan.  In  salmons:  Salmon  Queen,  J.  D.  Cabos, 
Sunset  Glow.  These  are  very  free  flowering  and  make  a  very  fine  com- 
bination, massed  together,  as  they  all  vary  in  height  and  style  of  growth." 

From  Mr.  J.  C.  Vaughan,  Chicago:  Question  1. — Mme.  Crozy, 
best  red;  Florence  Vaughan,  best  yellow.  2. — (Mme.  Crozy  excepted): 
Florence  Vaughan,  Egandale,  Chicago.  3.  —  Mme.  Crozy,  Egandale, 
Florence  Vaughan,  Chicago,  M.  Mesnier,  General  Dodds.  4. — Chicago. 
5. — Leonard  Vaughan,  a  dark  leaved  variety. 

Mr.  Vaughan  remarks :  ' '  The  new  canna  Burbank,  is  the  largest  and 
most  striking  yellow,  I  believe,  which  has  yet  appeared.  I  believe  the 
Leonard  Vaughan  will  fill  an  important  place  in  the  present  short  list  of 
dark-leaved  cannas.  The  demand  the  past  season  has  been  excellent, 
although  prices  have  been  low,  and  I  believe  that  a  general  and  wide- 
spread popularity  of  this  plant  is  fully  assured." 

From  Mr.  Edwin  Lonsdale,  Philadelphia:  Question  1. — Mme.  Crozy. 
2. — Mme.  Crozy,  Alphonse  Bouvier,  Florence  Vaughan.  3. — Madame 
Crozy,  Alphonse  Bouvier,  Florence  Vaughan,  Queen  Charlotte,  Egandale, 
Souv.  d'Antouin  Crozy. 

From  Mr.  Charles  H.  Allen,  Floral  Park,  IST.  Y.:  Question  1. — 
Charles  Henderson.  2. — Charles  Henderson,  Florence  Vaughan,  Queen 
Charlotte.  3. — Charles  Henderson,  Florence  Vaughan,  Queen  Charlotte, 
Chicago,  Eldorado,  Columbia.     4. — Mrs.  Fairman  Rogers. 

Fi-om  Mr.  Fred  Kanst, South  Park,  Chicago:  Question  1. — Chicago. 
2. — Chicago,  Mme.  Crozy  and  Florence  Vaughan.  3. — Chicago,  Mme. 
Crozy,  Florence  Vaughan,  Egandale,  J.  C.  Vaughan  and  J.  D.  Cabos. 

From  E.  G.  Hill,  Bichmond,  Ind:  Question  1. —  Columbia.  2. — 
Papa  Canna,  Columbia,  Souv.  d'Antonin  Crozy.  3. — Columbia,  Eldorado, 
Flamingo,  Souv.  d'Antonin  Crozy,  Papa  Canna,  Prima.  4. — Alex.  Bilard. 
5. — Andramache. 

From  Mr.  J.  D.  Eisele,  Riverton,  N".  J.  He  writes:  Question  1. — 
Mme.  Crozy.  2. — Mme.  Crozy,  Florence  Vaughan,  and  A.  Bouvier. 
3. — Mme.  Crozy,  Florence  Vaughan,  Al.  Bouvier,  Paul  Marquant,  Ad- 
miral Avellan,  and  Queen  Charlotte.  4. — Fuerst  Bismarck,  Senora  Delia 
Matte,  Papa  Canna,  Beaute  Poitevine,  Franz  Buchner,  Aurore,  Ami 
Peseux,  and  Souv.  de  Madelaine. 
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From  Mr.  J.  T.  Temple,  Davenport,  la.:  Question  1.— Mme.  Crozy. 
2.— Chicago,  Florence  Yaughan,  Egandale.  3.— Eldorado,  Chicago,  M. 
Mesnier,  Egandale,  F.  Vaughan,  Midway  and  A.  Bouvier.  4.— Souv. 
d'Antonin  Crozy,  Alphonse  Bouvier,  Mrs.  Fairman  Rogers,  Prima, 
Leonard  Vaughan.  5.— Vaughan's  Seedling  No.  1,  Italia,  Burbank, 
Austria. 

From  Mr.  D.  Fisher,  Montvale,  Mass.:  Question  1.— Mme.  Crozy, 
5. — Italia. 

Mr.  Dean  then  gave  his  own  views  as  follows: 

Among  the  newer  varieties  of  cannas  which  have  come  under  my 
observation  I  consider  the  following  the  most  promising  for  general  cul- 
tivation: 

Admiral  Avellan;  flower,  orange-scarlet.     Dark  foliage. 

Queen  Charlotte;  tiower,  scarlet-crimson,  with  bright  golden  band. 
With  us,  in  the  East,  that  is  a  beautiful  canna.  It  has  gone  through  the 
recent  spell  of  very  hot  weather  very  satisfactorily. 

Souv.  d'Antonin  Crozy;  flower,  scarlet-crimson,  broad  golden  band. 
That  is  a  canna  that  is  much  on  the  type  of  Queen  Charlotte,  being  almost 
of  the  same  color,  though  with  a  little  broader  band.  The  two  cannas 
resemble  each  other  a  great  deal  and  are  both  good. 

Eldorado;  flower,  golden  yellow,  slightly  spotted  red.  I  consider 
that  as  one  of  our  finest  cannas.  It  has  been  a  grand  one  and  has  done 
well  in  the  East. 

Golden  Queen;  flower,  bright  golden  yellow,  mottled  carmine.  The 
Golden  Queen  is  much  like  the  preceding  variety  and  is  also  a  good 
canna. 

Mrs.  Fairman  Rogers;  flower,  style  of  Mme  Crozy.  That  is  a  canna 
that  is  often  seen  in  tremendous  large  trusses  and  in  color  resembling 
Mme.  Crozy  a  great  deal. 

Papa  Canna;  flower,  pure  red.  That  is  a  good  canna.  You  cannot 
go  wrong  in  regard  to  that. 

Beaute  Poitevine;  flower,  beautiful  crimson-scarlet;  a  distinct  shade 
from  any  other  canna. 

Fuerst  Bismarck;  flower,  rich  crimson. 

Ami  Jules  Cretien ;  flower,  apricot  red  with  rose. 

Mdlle.  Benat;  flower,  rosy  pink.  An  extra  fine  canna.  I  consider  it 
one  of  best  introduced  this  year. 

Souv.  d'Mme.  Crozy;  flower,  garnet  red. 

Roi  de  Rouge;  flower,  bright  red. 

Defender;  flower,  yellow  mottled  red. 

Wm.  McKinley;  flower,  scarlet-crimson.     A  splendid  canna. 

Orienta;  flower,  almost  pure  yellow. 

Philadelphia;  flower,  crimson-scarlet. 

Neuvesel;  flower,  crimson;  extra  showy  dark  foliage. 

Leonard  Vaughan ;  flower,  salmon-scarlet;  dark  foliage. 

P.J.  Berckmans;  flower,  carmine  rose. 
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Mr.  Dean  then  read  the  followiag  commuuication  from  Mr.  Denys 
Zirngiebel,  of  Needham,  Mass.:  Of  some  twenty-five  new  varieties,  for- 
eign and  native,  whicli  I  have  on  trial  this  season,  I  can  recommend  the 
following  as  worthy  of  cultivation.  As  usual,  a  good  many  varieties 
might  have  been  dispensed  with  as  too  similar  or  superseded  by  better 
ones. 

Italia,  the  new  variety  from  Dammann  &  Co.,  of  Kaples,  Italy,  is  a 
cross  between  our  native  Flaccida  and  Mme.  Crozy.  We  have  to  class 
that  variety  in  the  first  line,  as  a  new  departure  in  cannas.  While  the 
flowers  are  rather  soft  in  texture  there  are  plenty  of  them;  and  the  large 
yellow  and  scarlet  flowers  show  distinctly  among  the  other  varieties 
when  grown  together.  We  expect  a  great  deal  of  that  new  type  as  a  pro- 
genitor to  new  varieties. 

President  Cleveland,  (Pfister.)  Bright  red  and  the  most  effective 
variety  in  our  whole  collection,  with  its  immense  trusses  of  large  flowers 
very  freely  produced.  Of  short,  stout  habit;  not  over  three  feet  high 
and  good  substantial  foliage.  For  general  purposes  the  best  bedding 
canna  out. 

E.  G.  Hill.  A  superb  variety.  Yermilion  red,  and  a  great  acqui- 
sition. 

Leonard  Yaughan.  The  best  of  the  dark-leaved  varieties.  Bright 
red.     A  great  improvement  on  President  Carnot. 

Papa  Canna.  Said  to  be  the  best  of  Crozy's  varieties.  Same  shade 
of  red  as  President  Cleveland  and  not  equal  to  it. 

Mme.  Perrin  des  Isles.  A  novel  color  in  cannas,  nearly  pink,  and 
very  pretty. 

John  Laing.     Large  salmon,  very  flne. 

Cote  d'Or;  bright  yellow,  very  good  and  dwarf. 

Mrs.  Pfister;  the  best  shade  of  yellow  in  the  cannas,  dwarf  and  free. 

Acme;  yellow,  large  and  free. 

Ruth  Cleveland,  (Pfister);  a  lighter  shade  of  yellow  than  Florence 
Yaughan;  spotted  crimson,  and  freer  than  it. 

Some  other  varieties  such  as  Burbank,  etc.,  etc.,  have  not  bloomed 
yet  and  will  be  reported  on  later. 

The  twelve  best  varieties  for  general  purposes  are  Italia,  Alphonse 
Bouvier,  Pres.  Cleveland,  Mrs.  Pfister,  Mme.  Crozy,  Florence  Yaughan, 
E.  G.  Hill,  Leonard  Yaughan,  Queen  Charlotte,  Chas.  Henderson,  Paul 
Marquant  and  P.  J.  Berckmans. 

The  best  six  are  Italia,  E.  G.  Hill,  President  Cleveland,  Florence 
Yaughan,  Paul  Marquant  and  Mme.  Crozy. 

The  best  three  are  President  Cleveland,  Mrs.  Pfister  and  Paul 
Marquant. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Yaughan,  of  Chicago.  Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
inquire  of  Mr.  Dean  what  canna  this  "President  Cleveland"  is.     We 
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had  a  "  President  Cleveland  "  five  or  six  years  ago.    It  surely  cannot  be 
that  variety  because  that  had  a  lighter  color.    Is  this  a  new  production  ? 

Mr.  Dean:  I  am  unable  to  answer  the  question.  Mr.  Zirngiebel 
has  classed  President  Cleveland  among  the  new  varieties.    I  never  saw  it. 

I  have  here  also  a  report  on  cannas  from  another  member  of  the 
committee,  Mr.  J.  W.  C.  Deake,  of  Asheville,  N.  C.     It  is  as  follows: 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists, — 
Knowing  that  the  other  members  of  this  committee  would  have  better 
opportunities  for  observing  the  newer  cannas,  I  have  devoted  most  of  my 
time  to  seedlings,  and  have  noticed  some  peculiarities  that  have  not  been 
mentioned  by  other  growers.  In  1894  there  were  three  lots  of  seedlings 
grown  from  Mme.  Crozy  seed.  The  first  lot  of  seed  was  taken  from 
plants  grown  near  a  bed  of  tall  growing,  small  flowered  varieties,  while 
the  other  two  lots  were  taken  from  plants  grown  over  a  mile  from  any 
other  cannas.  These  three  lots  of  seedlings  came  into  bloom  about  the 
same  time  and  showed  the  same  peculiarities.  About  twenty  per  cent. 
of  each  lot  were  true  Crozys.  From  three  to  five  per  cent,  were  small 
flowered  while  the  balance  showed  all  the  colors  known  to  the  family, 
running  from  a  small  yellow,  that  is  now  on  the  market  as  Golden  Star, 
to  a  deep  crimson  with  a  golden  border.  The  most  promising  of  these 
plants  were  saved  and  grown  again  in  1895,  and  seeds  were  saved  from 
them  and  planted  early  last  spring.  These  plants,  grandchildren  of 
Mme.  Crozy,  have  been  in  bloom  since  early  in  June;  and  about  twenty 
per  cent,  of  them  are  small  red-flowered  While  the  rest  show  the  usual 
variations,  but  none  of  them  are  worth  keeping. 

Among  our  seedlings  of  1895  are  a  few  that  appear  to  be  an  improve- 
ment over  older  sorts,  and  we  shall  send  some  of  them  another  year  to 
members  of  this  committee  to  test  their  merits.     Among  them  are 

Cherokee;  a  miniature  Mme.  Crozy;  flowers  about  one-half  the  size 
of  Mme.  Crozy.     The  plant  never  grows  over  twelve  inches  high. 

Skeenah;  flowers  bright  yellow  and  a  little  larger  than  Golden  Star. 
Foliage  light  green.     Height  one  and  one-half  feet. 

Junaluska;  color  identical  with  J.  D.  Cabos,  with  a  bright  yellow 
border;  flowers  much  larger  than  Cabos.     Foliage  dark  green. 

We  also  have  two  which  are  decided  improvements  on  Mme.  Crozy; 
but  as  there  are  too  many  of  that  style  on  the  market  already,  we  shall 
not  try  to  introduce  them  to  the  trade  but  will  keep  them  for  our  own 
use.  One  is  a  brighter  scarlet  than  Crozy  and  has  a  wider  band,  and  the 
flower  is  like  a  gladiolus  in  shape.  The  other  one  is  a  dark  crimson  with 
a  wide  yellow  border  and  is  larger  than  Crozy.  Both  plants  have  dark 
green  foliage. 

Every  grower  of  seedlings  finds,  each  year,  some  that  are  different 
from  anything  on  market;  and  the  natural  impulse  is  to  send  it  out 
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although  it  is  no  improvement  over  older  sorts.  The  result  is,  we  have 
a  legion  of  cannas  that  would  better  adorn  the  rubbish  heap.  If  we 
could  fix  a  standard  for  cannas  and  make  every  grower  adopt  it  we  would 
be  on  the  high  road  to  success.  Suppose  that  we  make  Mme.  Crozy  the 
standard  and  refuse  to  accept  anything  that  is  not  better  or  at  least  as 
good  as  the  variety  ?    What  a  weeding  out  there  would  be. 

Among  the  newer  ones  that  have  been  sent  to  me,  this  year,  I  find 
Leonard  Vaughan  by  far  the  best  bronze  leaved  variety  with  Bronze 
Beauty  and  General  Dodd  occupying  the  second  and  third  places. 

Chicago  is  the  most  prolific  bloomer  and  has  the  most  perfect  truss 
of  flowers;  as  many  as  seven  open  at  once.  One  thing  that  adds  to  its 
beauty  is  that  the  tirst  side-shoot  reaches  the  same  height  and  blooms  at 
the  same  time  as  the  main-shoot.  It  casts  the  faded  flowers,  leaving  the 
plant  at  all  times  fresh  and  tidy. 

Mrs.  F.  L.  Ames  and  Standard,  are  fine  vigorous  growers,  and  the 
colors  are  very  attractive  but  the  trusses  are  too  loose  and  the  flowers 
scattering. 

Madame  Alphonse  Bouvier  is  one  of  the  most  striking  plants  on  our 
place.  It  is  at  this  date,  (August  13th) ,  six  feet  and  eight  inches  high 
and  is  still  growing.  The  flowers  are  borne  well  above  the  foliage,  and 
taken  altogether  it  is  a  magnificent  canna. 

Octave  Mirabeau  would  rank  with  the  very  best  were  it  not  for  a  very 
slovenly  habit  it  has  of  retaining  its  faded  flowers,  giving  the  plant  a 
ragged  appearance. 

Midway  is  not  as  good  with  us  as  it  is  around  Philadelphia  and  Wash- 
ington; neither  does  it  grow  as  high  as  it  does  there,  being  only  three 
feet  and  three  inches  high. 

Golden  Star  is  one  of  our  favorites,  as  it  is  identical  with  one  of  my 
seedlings  of  1894.  It  is  a  very  useful  little  plant  for  the  outer  row  of 
large  beds. 

Flamingo  is  a  very  rapid  grower  and  free  bloomer,  and  for  color  not 
to  be  surpassed.  The  flowers  are  of  good  form  and  substance;  a  decid- 
ed acquisition.  It  grows  four  and  one-half  feet,  being  about  one  foot 
higher  than  the  introducers  claim  for  it. 

Burbank  was  received  so  late  that  it  has  not  yet  bloomed;  but  should 
it  fail  to  bloom  it  would  be  worth  growing  for  its  handsome  foliage,  which 
is  lively  green  with  veinings  as  delicate  as  in  the  Caladium  esculentum, 
and  the  white  margin  is  very  decided.  The  leaves  are  quite  rounded, 
being  ten  inches  wide  by  fifteen  long  on  a  plant  only  two  and  one-half 
feet  high. 

The  President  (when  Mr.  Dean  had  yielded  the  floor),  inquired 
as  to  what  disposition  would  be  made  of  the  voluminous  and  able  re- 
port which  had  just  been  presented. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Michel  moved  that  it  be  received  and  filed.   . 
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It  was  SO  ordered  without  objection. 


REPORT    ON    PRESIDENT  S    ADDRESS. 

Mr.  Robert  Craig,  of  Philadelphia  presented  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  President's  address,  which  was  here  read  by  the 
Secretary.     It  was  as  follows  : 

The  committee  appointed  to  consider  and  report  upon  the  Presi- 
dent's address  beg  leave  to  submit  that  they  highly  appreciate,  and  com- 
mend to  the  consideration  of  the  Society,  the  recommendations  as  to  the 
self  education  of  young  gardeners,  believing  they  should  be  heeded  by 
every  one  learning  the  business. 

It  is  recommended  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draft  suitable 
resolutions  on  the  death  of  the  late  Wm.  Hamilton  Gibson. 

The  President's  earnest  words  on  honesty  in  business  deserve  more 
than  passing  recognition. 

Every  member  of  the  Society  now  present  should  be  urged  to  remain 
until  the  adjournment,  as  consideration  of  the  proposed  changes  in  the 
constitution  and  by-laws  comes  up  this  morning. 

The  statement  of  the  great  success  of  the  Hail  Association,  must  be 
gratifying  to  every  member  of  that  association. 

The  committee  recommend  finally,  that  the  matter  of  an  exhibition 
in  connection  with  the  annual  convention  be  discussed  at  some  length, 
their  belief  being  that  it  is  a  good  feature  of  our  annual  meeting. 

E.  H.  Michel, 
Robt.  Craig, 
Wm.  R.  S3IITH, 

Committee. 

Vice-President  Graham  (who  occupied  the  Chair  at  this  point),  in- 
vited action  upon  the  committee's  report. 

Mr.  H.  A.  SiEBRECHT  moved  the  acceptance  of  the  report  and 
that  action  be  taken  theron  in  accordance  with  its  recommendations. 

The  motion  was  adopted  without  objection 

TO     MEET    AT    PROVIDENCE,    R.    I.    IN    1897. 

The  President  announced  as  the  next  order  of  business  the  selec- 
tion of  a  place  of  meeting  for  the  Convention  in  181)7. 
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Mr.  C.  B.  Whitnall,  of  Milwaukee,  Wis.:  Mr.  President,  lam 
commissioned  by  the  Wisconsin  Semi-Centennial  Exposition  to  speak  of 
Milwaukee  as  the  place  for  your  meeting  in  1898.  I  understand  of  course 
that  it  would  be  out  of  order  to  take  any  action  here  on  the  matter  so  far 
in  advance,  but  it  might  be  well  for  the  members  of  the  Society  of 
American  Florists  to  bear  it  in  mind  when  voting  for  1897. 

The  state  of  Wisconsin  will  celebrate  its  fiftieth  anniversary  as  a 
State  at  that  time,  and  efforts  are  already  being  made  to  have  a  very  large 
industrial  exposition  which  will  last  through  the  entire  summer  and  fall. 
Every  effort  will  be  made  by  the  Commission  to  make  it  advantageous 
and  comfortable  for  national  organizations  to  hold  their  meetings  in  Mil- 
waukee. A  large  tract  of  land  near  the  city,  which  is  owned  by  the 
state,  will  be  laid  out  in  part  somewhat  after  the  manner  of  the  World's 
Pair,  on  a  smaller  scale.  There  will  be  a  Horticultural  Hall  there  and, 
in  connection  with  that,  an  auditorium  the  use  of  which  will  be  tendered 
to  the  Society  of  American  Florists  if  you  come  there.  As  to  the  desir- 
ability of  Milwaukee  as  a  convention  place  in  the  summer,  I  do  not  think 
I  could  say  anything  better  than  that  it  almost,  if  not  quite,  approaches 
the  city  of  Cleveland.     [Applause.] 


The  Secretary  here  called  attention  to  some  invitations  which,  he 
said,  had  been  received  and  which,  with  the  permission  of  the  Chair, 
he  would  now  read.  He  then  read  a  number  of  communications  all 
extending  a  cordial  invitation  to  the  Society  of  American  Florists  to 
hold  its  annual  convention  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  during  the  Industrial 
ENposition  to  be  held  there  in  1897  for  the  purpose  of  celebrating 
the  centennial  of  the  admission  of  Tennessee  into  the  union.  They 
were  : 

From  President  H.  S.  Williams,  of  the  Nashville  City  Council, 
who  said,  "  We  will  receive  you  with  open  arms." 

From  Chairman  George  W.  Stamback,  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works. 

From  President  Harris  and  Secretary  Wells,  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  giving  assurance  of  a  hearty  and  cordial  welcome  ;  en- 
closing a  circular  detailing  the  many  attractions  and  inducements 
offered  by  the  state  and  city  ;  and  enumerating  among  the  points  of 
interest  to  which  side  trips  might  be  made  from  Nashville  in  a  few 
hours,  the  battle  fields  of  Hermitage  and  Lookout  Mountain  and  the 
celebrated  stock  farms. 

From  Mayor  Wm.  M.  McCarthy,  promising  a  cordial,  hearty 
greeting,  and  that  the  visit  would  be  not  only  pleasant  but  profitable 
to  the  visitors. 
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From  Director  General  E.  C.  Lewis,  of  the  Tennessee  Centen- 
nial, proposing  to  secure  a  very  low  transportation  rate  and  offering 
the  use  of  a  convention  hall  gratuitously  and  the  arrangement  of 
excursions  at  low  rates  to  Lookout  Mountain,  Mammoth  Cave,  and 
other  noted  places. 

From  Governor  Turney,  of  Tennessee,  reiterating  the  invitation 
on  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  state. 

From  representatives  of  the  daily  press  of  Nashville,  promising  to 
publish  the  proceedings  at  the  Society's  meetings,  and  to  extend  the 
usual  courtesies. 

The  reading  of  the  communications  was  followed  by  a  round  of 
applause,  culminating  in  a  tremendous  outburst  as  the  letter  from  the 
Governor  of  Tennessee  was  read. 

The  Secretary  then  read  communications  inviting  the  Society  to 
hold  its  next  annual  meeting  in  Providence,  R.  I.  They  were  as 
follows  : 

Providence,  R.  I.,  August  12,  1896. 
To  the  President,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists,  — 

Greeting: — At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Florists'  and  Gardeners'  Club 
of  Rhode  Island  held  July  22,  1896,  the  following  resolutions  were  unani- 
mously adopted : — 

Whereas,  It  being  the  sense  of  the  members  of  the  Florists'  and  Gardeners' 
Club  of  Rhode  Island,  and  expressing  the  sentiments  of  the  members  of  the 
allied  trades  in  this  vicinity  represented  by  the  Society  of  American  Florists, 
and  of  the  residents  of  this  city,  that  it  would  be  an  enjoyable  pleasure,  as 
Avell  as  an  accelerating  influence  upon  the  interests  of  the  trade  locally  for  us 
to  entertain  your  esteemed  body  in  this  city;  be  it  therefore, 

Besolved,  That  a  cordial  invitation  be  hereby  extended  to  the  Society  of 
American  Florists  to  hold  its  Annual  Convention  for  1897  in  Providence,  and 
be  it  further   . 

Besolved,  That  Vice-President  Farquhar  Macrae  be  a  representative 
from  this  Club  to  attend  the  Convention  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  personally 
extend  this  invitation  with  the  most  cordial  greetings  of  this  Club. 

"WiLLi.vM  H.  Mason,  Secretary.  Timothy  O'Connor,  President. 

City  of  Providence,  City  Hall,  August  13,  1896. 
To  the  President,  Officers  and  Members  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists, — 
Greeting : — It  affords  me  great  pleasure,  co-operating  with  the  Florists' 
and  Gardeners'  Club  of  Rhode  Island,  to  extend  to  you  an  invitation  to  hold 
your  Annual  Convention  for  1897  in  this  city,  and  I  hereby  cordially  offer  to 
you  the  courtesies  and  freedom  of  the  City  of  Providence,  should  you  decide 
upon  the  acceptance  of  the  invitation  of  the  local  florists. 
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With  kindly  wishes  for  the  continuous  growth  and  prosperity  of  your 
Society  and  the  welfare  of  its  members,  I  remain, 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Edwin  D.  McGuinxess,  Mayor. 

The  President  remarked  that  additional  invitations  could  now 
be  presented.  • 

Mr.  Grove  P.  Rawson,  suggested  that  a  ballot  be  taken. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Siebrecht:  I  suggest  that  we  cannot  ignore  those 
voluminous  invitations  from  Nashville.  They  breathe  a  spirit  of  genuine 
old  fashioned  Southern  hospitality.  I  move  that  the  Society  accept  the 
invitation  to  hold  its  next  meeting  in  Nashville,  Tenn. 

Mr.  Benj.  Hammond,  of  Fishkill,  N.  Y. :  The  important  question 
here  seems  to  be  whether  this  body  is  broad  enough  to  take  in  the  whole 
nation.  Heretofore  we  have  never  gone  below  Mason  and  Dixon's  line 
to  hold  a  convention  except  in  the  year  we  went  to  Washington.  As 
Mr.  Siebrecht  has  said,  the  invitation  to  visit  Nashville  in  the  centennial 
year  of  Tennessee  comes  from  the  official  representatives  of  the  city  and 
the  state  and  is  worthy  of  consideration.  I  therefore  second  Mr. 
Siebrecht's  motion  that  the  next  annual  meeting  be  held  in  the  city  of 
Nashville.  I  suggest  that  we  return  thanks  to  our  Southern  brethren 
for  their  kindly  and  generous  words  of  invitation  and  that  we  go  there 
and  show  them  that  we  are  not  Eastern  men  nor  Northern  men  nor 
Western  men  but  that  we  are  men  of  the  whole  United  States.  By  so 
doing  we  will  demonstrate  our  belief  that  Tennessee  is  as  fully  entitled 
to  recognition  by  this  Society  as  is  New  York,  Ohio,  or  any  other  state. 
[Great  applause.] 

Mr.  J.  D.  Carmody:  I  heartily  coincide  in  what  has  been  said  in 
favor  of  Nashville.  We  western  people  know  that  Providence  would 
provide  for  us  in  a  substantial  way  if  we  went  there,  but  Nashville  is  a 
far  more  central  point.  We  have  never  yet  shown  our  pleasant  faces  to 
the  South;  and  as  we  have  never  enjoyed  their  hospitality  I  propose  that 
we  sample  it.  I  heartily  endorse  the  motion  to  go  to  Nashville.  I  hope 
it  will  be  adopted  as  the  unanimous  choice  of  the  Society  and  thus  time 
be  saved  by  dispensing  with  a  ballot.     [Applause.] 

At  this  point  several  members  were  on  their  feet,  demanding, 
amid  much  excitement,  that  the  city  of  Nashville  be  selected  by 
acclamation. 
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Mr.  W.  A.  Manda,  of  South  Orange,  N.  J.:  I  am  gratified  to  know 
that  the  Society  is  being  recognized  not  only  by  managers  of  exhibitions 
but  by  the  Mayors  of  cities  and  the  Governors  of  states;  and  while  I 
appreciate  what  Mr.  Hammond  has  said  in  regard  to  recognizing  all 
sections  of  the  country,  I  suggest  that  there  is  another  point  of  view  from 
which  to  look  at  this  question.  If  gentlemen  will  look  at  the  horticulture 
of  this  country,  they  will  find  it,  on  the  map,  extending  from  Boston  to 
Washington  and  taking  in  the  West.  They  will  also  note,  from  the 
report  of  our  Secretary,  that  we  have  not  been  making  many  new  mem- 
bers of  late.  Therefoi'e  I  say  we  need  to  go  to  localities  where  we  are 
most  likely  to  increase  our  membership  and  strengthen  our  organization. 
We  also  want  to  go  where  we  can  see  the  products  of  horticulture  rather 
than  to  take  a  trip  merely  to  see  some  part  of  the  country  which  we  have 
not  visited.  You  will  have  at  Providence,  with  its  neighboring  city  of 
Newport,  in  the  surroundings  there,  material  for  a  successful  convention 
such  as  we  have  not  had  since  the  one  at  Washington.  While  I  am  not 
partial  to  the  claims  of  one  place  or  the  other,  I  am  decidedly  averse  to 
making  a  decision  without  giving  every  member  a  chance  to  vote,  and  I 
propose  that  we  proceed  to  vote  by  ballot. 

Mr.  Rawson  :     I  second  that  motion. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Dillon,  of  Bloomsburg,  Pa. :  We  are  invited  to  jSTashville 
by  the  Board  of  Trade  and  other  officials  of  the  city  and  by  the  Governor 
of  the  state.  The  invitation  from  Providence  comes  from  the  local  club 
there.  I  think  that  this  fact  should  have  a  bearing  in  deciding  between 
the  two.  I  think  it  is  better  for  us  to  respond  to  the  call  of  our  friends 
in  the  trade  and  those  identified  with  us  in  business.  I  therefore  favor 
Providence. 

Mr.  Farquhar  Macrae,  of  Providence,  R.  I.:  Ladies  and  gentle- 
men of  the  Convention,  on  behalf  of  the  Florists'  and  Gardeners'  Club  of 
Rhode  Island  I  extend  to  you  a  cordial  invitation  to  meet  in  Providence 
next  year.  You  have  met  in  N'ew  England  once  and,  so  far  as  I  have 
heard,  you  never  enjoyed  a  better  time  than  you  did  at  Boston.  Rhode 
Island,  as  you  all  know,  is  the  smallest  state  in  the  Union,  but  her  florists 
and  gardeners  feel  that  they  are  as  big  as  any  others;  and  I  can  assure 
you  that  their  hearts  are  big  and  that  they  can  and  will  give  you  all  an 
old  fashioned  New  England  welcome. 

In  no  place  is  floriculture  held  in  higher  esteem  than  in  Rhode  Island. 
Her  people  will  be  glad  to  receive  you  within  their  borders.  Speaking 
for  them  and  for  our  Club,  I  can  say  that  if  you  decide  to  accept  our  in- 
vitation we  will  feel  that  you  have  conferred  upon  us  a  high  honor  and  we 
will  pledge  ourselves  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  make  the  Convention  of 
1897  a  grand  success.     [Applause.] 
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Mr.  Robert  Craig,  of  Philadelphia:  Mr.  President,  is  it  absolutely- 
necessary  to  decide  now  on  the  place  of  meeting  ?  I  like  Mr.  Manda's 
suggestion  that  it  be  done  by  ballot  but  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  us  to 
have  time  to  consider  it.  It  is  very  hard  to  resist  such  a  cordial,  earnest 
■welcome  as  that  which  we  have  had  from  Nashville,  but  there  are  other 
considerations  entitled  to  weight.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  defer  action 
until  a  subsequent  meeting  and  then  to  vote  by  ballot. 

Mr.  Rawson  remarked  that  the  vote  might  be  deferred  until  the 
evening  session  If  It  was  probable  that  there  would  be  a  good  attend- 
ance at  that  time. 

The  President  suggested  that  the  general  public  would  also  be 
largely  represented  in  the  evening.  He  said  he  failed  to  see  any 
good  reason  for  deferring  a  decision. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Siebrecht  remarked  that  while  his  own  personal  con- 
venience and  inclinations  would  lead  him  to  favor  Providence,  he 
recognized  that  if  the  Society  wanted  to  attract  members  to  its  ranks 
it  could  not  afford  to  take  any  narrow  view  upon  the  question.  He 
believed  that  it  was  its  duty  to  recognize  the  South.  It  has  not  gone 
below  Mason  and  Dixon's  line  heretofore  and  he  thought  it  was 
necessary  to  show  our  Southern  brethren  that  it  did  not  altogether 
ignore  them.  If  it  was  admitted  that  but  a  few  members  would  be 
gained  by  going  down  there,  he  believed  that  they  would  be  members 
who  would  remain  loyal  to  the  Society  in  the  future.  He  thought 
that  the  right  policy  was  to  give  to  each  section  the  recognition  to 
which  it  was  entitled. 

Mr.  J.  W.  C.  Deake,  of  Asheville,  N.  C,  after  calling  attention 
to  the  locality  from  which  he  came,  said  : 

While  I  agree  with  Mr.  Siebrecht  that  we  should  recognize  the  South, 
wouldn't  it  be  a  good  idea  to  let  the  South  recognize  us?  How  many  mem- 
bers have  we  ever  had  from  the  state  of  Tennessee  ?  The  roll  of  mem- 
bership, according  to  the  last  report  of  this  Society,  shows  about  forty 
members,  including  those  from  Washington,  D.  C,  and  of  these  probably 
one-half  have  not  paid  their  dues.  If  you  want  to  go  down  there  to  see  the 
country,  it  may  be  well  and  good  to  do  so,  if  the  weather  is  not  too  hot, 
but  the  claim  that  you  should  go  there  as  a  matter  of  policy  or  duty  I 
regard  as  all  stuff.  I  would  invite  you  to  come  to  Asheville,  N.  C,  but 
we  have  no  hall  there  in  which  your  meetings  could  be  held.  At  Nash- 
ville you  can  see  nothing  and  learn  nothing  in  the  direction  in  which  you 
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are  most  interested.  You  can  ride  out  in  the  country  there  and  see  fine 
stock  farms,  but  if  you  want  to  do  business,  to  see  what  your  brethren 
are  doing,  to  learn  something  of  your  art,  you  do  not  want  to  go  to 
Tennessee  or  North  Carolina.  I  would  be  glad  to  have  you  come  down 
there,  just  as  glad  as  anybody,  but  I  believe  your  interests  would  be 
better  served  by  going  to  Providence. 

Mr.  M.  J.  Leach,  of  Pawtucket,  R.  T.,  in  the  course  of  some 
brief,  humorous  remarks,  which  were  much  appreciated,  said  that 
Rhode  Island  was  a  little  State  but  there  were  plenty  of  clams  there 
and  all  the  facilities  for  making  them  palatable.  He  went  on  to 
speak  of  Rhode  Island  clambakes  and  assured  the  gentlemen  who  had 
talked  about  the  Society  "  spreading  out"  that  ample  opportunity  for 
expansion  would  be  afforded  them  at  Providence. 

Mr.  John  Westcott,  of  Philadelphia:  If  our  friend  f rom  Asheville 
(Mr.  Deake)  should  invite  us  to  go  there,  I  will  vote  to  accept  his  invi- 
tation. 

Mr.  James  Dean  :  I  would  like  to  go  to  Nashville  if  the  conven- 
tion was  held  there  in  cold  weather,  but  I  certainly  do  not  want  to  go 
there  in  the  month  of  August,  especially  in  a  centennial  year  when  the 
hotels  are  very  much  crowded.  We  would  then  be  at  a  great  disad- 
vantage. I  appreciate  highly  the  kindness  of  the  authorities  of  Nashville 
but  do  not  think  it  would  be  desirable  for  us  to  go  there  in  August. 

Secretary  Stewart:  Gentlemen,  before  the  discussion  is  closed  I 
want  to  say  one  word  as  a  New  England  man.  Mr.  Macrae,  of  Provi- 
dence, has  reminded  you  that  you  visited  New  England  once.  I  think 
those  who  came  there  have  pleasant  memories  of  the  visit  to  Boston,  and 
I  am  sure  that  we,  of  Boston,  have  pleasant  memories  of  your  visit  there. 
It  has  been  said  repeatedly  that  that  was  to  the  florists  of  America  the 
greatest  and  most  useful  Convention,  because  there  was  so  much  to  see 
of  your  own  art.  [Applause.]  Now,  if  you  come  to  Providence,  you 
are  within  less  than  two  hours  ride,  by  boat,  down  Narragansett  Bay  to 
Newport,  the  garden  of  America.  There  you  meet  private  gardeners 
who  have  been  trained  in  horticulture  from  infancy,  men  who  stand  fore- 
most in  American  horticulture  today.  The  invitation  to  you  to  come 
to  Rhode  Island  is  from  the  florists  and  gardeners.  We  did  not  hear  any 
florists  from  Nashville  inviting  us  to  come  there.  Gentlemen,  I  think  we 
ought  to  consider  that. 

As  Secretary  I  want  to  say  another  thing,  I  would  like  to  see  the 
Society's  finances  in  better  shape,  I  would  like  to  see  the  membership 
increase,  and  I  realize  perhaps  better  than  most  of  you  the  fatal  results 
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tions.  We  have  lost  membership  and  the  interest  has  waned.  Then 
when  we  have  come  to  the  seaboard  we  have  made  an  advance.  Again, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  people  like  to  come  to  the  East  in  the  Summer. 
It  is  gratifying  to  meet  our  friends  out  West,  —  I  don't  wish  to  be  con- 
sidered as  making  light  of  that  —  but  we  cannot  change  the  fact  that 
people  in  the  interior  of  the  country  are  more  disposed  to  come  East  in 
the  warm  season  than  those  in  the  East  are  to  go  West;  and  we  can 
always  have  a  good  convention  if  you  come  in  that  direction.  All  Xew 
England  will  be  glad  to  welcome  you  if  you  decide  to  accept  the  invitation 
from  Providence.     [Applause,] 

Calls  for  a  vote  were  here  made,  and  the  Chair  appointed  Messrs. 
Whitnall  and  Rawson  to  distribute  the  ballots  preparatory  to  the 
taking  of  the  vote.  After  a  brief  interval  the  Chair  declared  the  bal- 
loting closed,  whereupon  the  ballots  were  collected  and  the  votes 
counted  at  the  Secretary's  table  by  the  tellers. 

The  President  made  the  following  announcement  of  the  result : 
Whole  number  of  ballots  cast  167;  of  which  Providence,  R.  I.,  re- 
ceived 146  ;  Nashville,  Tenn.,  20  ;  Richmond,  Ind.,  1.     [Cheers.] 

On  rnotion  of  Mr.  Grove  P.  Rawson,  it  was  unanimously  voted 
that  the  Secretary  send  a  letter  of  thanks  to  the  authorities  at  Nash- 
ville, expressing  our  appreciation  of  their  invitation  and  the  hope  that 
at  some  time  in  the  near  future  the  claims  of  the  South  shall  be  fully 
recognized  in  the  selection  of  a  place  of  meeting. 

Mr.  H.  A.  SiEBRECHT,  moved  that  the  acceptance  of  the  invita- 
tion from  Providence  be  made  unanimous,  and  Mr.  Benj.  Hammond's 
amendment,  that  we  not  only  vote  unanimously  to  go  to  Providence 
but  that  we  all  do  go  there,  having  been  accepted  by  Mr.  Siebrecht, 
the  motion  was  carried  unanimously. 

NOMINATION    OF   OFFICERS. 

The  next  order  of  business  being  the  nomination  of  officers,  a 
printed  form  for  an  informal  ballot  was  furnished  by  Secretary  Stew- 
art to  each  delegate  present. 

The  President  announced  for  general  information  that,  agreeable 
to  a  recent  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  no  nominations  would  be 
made  in  a  formal  way  or  by  speeches.  He  instructed  the  delegates 
to  insert  in  the  blank  spaces  on  the  ballots  the  names  of  their  candi- 
dates for  the  designated  offices. 
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Some  coafusion  occurred  at  this  point  because  of  the  difficulty  of 
determining  for  whom  to  vote,  in  the  absence  of  any  announcement 
of  the  names  of  candidates. 

Mr.  John  Burton,  of  Philadelphia:  Mr.  President,  it  has  been  our 
practice  —  and  this  has  been  so  uniform  that  it  has  almost  become  a  rule 
—  to  select  the  Vice-President  from  the  city  in  which  the  next  conven- 
tion is  to  be  held.  I  have  no  information  upon  which  I  can  vote  intelli- 
gently for  a  candidate  for  that  office,  and  I  would  lilse  to  know  from  the 
gentlemen  who  are  here  from  Providence  whether  they  are  prepared  to 
name  a  candidate.  Besides  that,  I  have  failed  to  get  from  gentlemen  of 
whom  I  have  inquired  any  expression  of  opinion  as  to  candidates  for 
President,  their  replies  being  that  they  would  wait  until  they  got  here  and 
had  heard  the  opinions  of  others.  I  would  like  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  hearing  who  is  considered  for  the  place,  so  that  I  may  know 
myself  whether  he  is  a  first-class  man  and  whether  I  like  him. 
[Applause.]  I  move  to  suspend  the  new  rule,  so  that  any  one  who  may 
want  to  do  so  may  present  the  name  of  a  candidate  for  any  of  the  offices. 

The  President  replied  that  Mr.  Burton's  motion  could  not  be 
entertained,  as  the  new  regulation  had  been  made  a  part  of  the  con- 
stitution and  could  not  be  suspended. 

Mr.  E.  G.  Hill:  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  proceed  intelligently  un- 
less candidates  for  the  several  offices  are  named.  I  think  we  have  the 
right  to  make  the  nominations  publicly. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Vadghan  remarked  that,  as  the  new  provision  had 
been  adopted  as  a  part  of  the  constitution  only  one  year  ago,  it 
was  only  reasonable  to  give  it  a  trial. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Michel  called  attention  to  the  new  amendment  to  the 
constitution,  which  had  been  printed  on  the  back  of  the  ballots,  and 
suggested  that  it  be  read  by  the  Secretary  for  general  information. 

The  Secretary  accordingly  read  the  following  (referring  to  the 
nominating  ballot)  which,  he  said,  was  the  provision  applicable  to  the 
present  occasion  :  "  Members  shall  in  the  blank  spaces  so  provided 
insert  the  names  of  their  candidates  for  the  designated  offices." 

Mr.  J.  L.  Dillon  suggested  that  a  recess  be  taken  in  order  to 
reach  some  understanding  to  obviate  the  present  difficulty. 

Mr.  F.  W.  Kane,  of  the  Agricultural  College  of  New  Hampshire:  I 
understand  it  has  been  the  custom  to  select  the  Vice-President  from  the 
locality  in  which  the  next  convention  is  to  be  held.     Having  learned  that 
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Mr.  Farquhar  Macrae  is  here  as  a  delegate  from  Providence,  I  think  it 
would  not  be  out  of  order  for  me  to  present  his  name  to  the  Convention. 

The  President  :  That  name  is  now  presented.  The  Chair 
asks  that  no  more  names  be  mentioned,  as  he  considers  this  a  violation 
of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Edwin  Lonsdale  here  claimed,  that,  while,  under  the  new 
arrangement,  a  nomination  for  an  office  was  required  to  be  made  by 
ballot,  there  was  no  prohibition  against  the  presentation  publicly  of 
the  name  of  any  one  as  a  candidate  ;  that  the  prohibition  was  simply 
against  the  making  of  nominating  speeches. 

Mr.  Robert  Craig  reiterated  and  emphasized  Mr.  Lonsdale's 
statement.  He  said  that  one  name  has  already  been  mentioned  for 
the  office  of  Vice-President  and  that  the  Chair  could  not  consistently 
refuse  to  allow  the  names  of  other  candidates  to  be  mentioned. 
[Applause.]  He  thought  that  the  voting  could  not  be  done  intelli- 
gently without  this. 

Mr.  J.  G.  EsLER  explained  that  as  the  ballot  about  to  be  taken 
was  an  informal  one,  the  Convention  would  be  at  liberty  to  vote  for 
others  than  those  who  might  be  publicly  named. 

Mr.  Edwin  Lonsdale:    I  nominate  Adam  Graham  for  President. 
Mr.  E.  G.  Hill:    I  nominate  Mr.  Wm.  Falconer  for  President. 

Mr.  Grove  P.  Kawson:    1  am  the  third  man  and  I  name  Mr. 

Esler. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Esler:  Mr.  President,  the  Convention  has  decided  to  meet 
next  year  in  the  East.  I  think  it  would  be  injudicious  to  select  the 
President  from  the  same  section  in  which  the  Convention  is  held.  I  there- 
fore decline  the  nomination. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  H.  Michel,  nominations  for  President  here 
closed. 

Mr.  J.  C.  Vaughan  inquii'ed  whether  any  official  notice  was  being 
taken  of  this  nomination  of  candidates 

The  President  replied  in  the  negative,  and  explained  that  the 
mention  of  the  names  was  understood  to  be  informal  and  simply  for 
general  information. 

Mr.  John  Westcott,  named  Mr.  Timothy  O'Connor,  of  Rhode 
Island,  for  Vice-President. 
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The  President  here  announced  the  appointment  of  the  following 
as  tellers  to  collect  and  tabulate  the  ballots  containing  nominations  : 
Messrs.  Benjamin  Hammond,  of  Fishkill,  N.  Y.  ;  E.  H.  Michel,  of 
St.  Louis,  Mo.  ;  Chas.  D.  Ball,  of  Holmesburg,  Pa.  ;  and  H.  C. 
McLean,  of  St.  Thomas,  Ont. 

After  the  clos3  of  the  balloting,  the  ballots  collected  by  the  tel- 
lers and  the  results  of  the  voting  were  tabulated  in  the  presence  of 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee,  on  the  platform.  Meanwhile 
routine  business  was  transacted  as  follows  : 

MISCELLANEOUS    BUSINESS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Manda,  it  was  ordered  that  the  business 
of  the  Convention  be  proceeded  with  during  the  counting  of  the  bal- 
lots- 
Mr.  Grove  P.  Ra^vson:  Mr.  President,  our  proposed  constitution 
and  by-laws  are  of  course  of  importance  to  the  future  welfare  of  our 
Society.  I  make  the  motion  that  we  take  up  that  matter,  in  its  proper 
order,  tomorrow  morning,  and  that  in  plain  words,  we  keep  it  up  and 
give  it  precedence  over  all  other  business  before  the  Convention  until  it 
has  been  settled. 

Mr.  Wm.  R.  Smith,  seconded  the  motion. 

The  President  remarked  that  he  deprecated  any  change  in  the 
regular  order  of  business  as  proposed  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
presentation  of  several  interesting  essays  had  been  fixed  for  the  fol- 
lowing morning  session. 

Mr.  J.  E.  BoNSAL,  of  Salem,  O.:  I  would  like  to  make  an  amend- 
ment to  that  motion  or  a  suggestion  in  connection  with  it,  viz.:  that  we 
assemble  tomorrow  morning  at  an  earlier  hour  than  that  fixed  by  the 
program,  in  order  to  dispose  of  the  business  referred  to. 

Mr.  Eawson  accepted  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Bonsai,  fixing  nine 
o'clock  as  the  hour  of  assembling  on  Thursday  morning,  and  the 
motion  as  thus  modified  was  adopted. 

The  President  announced  that  the  ballots  nominating  officers  had 
been  tabulated  and  that  the  result,  for  the  oflSce  of  President  was  as 
follows  :  Total  of  votes  cast,  135  ;  of  which  Adam  Graham,  re- 
ceived 55  ;  Wm.  Falconer,  26  ;  John  G.  Esler,  17  ;  John  Burton,  9  ; 
J.  D.  Carmody,  5  ;  J.  C.  Vaughan,  4  ;  E.  G.  Hill,  4  ;  J.  M.  Gasser, 
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3.  The  remaining  ballots  showed  one  or  two  votes  for  various  gentle- 
men. The  Chair  added  that  the  two  gentlemen  receiving  the  highest 
number  of  votes,  Messrs.  Graham  and  Falconer,  had  been  made  the 
candidates. 

Mr.  Wm.  Falconer,  of  Pittsburg:  Mr.  President,  I  would  like  to 
withdraw  my  name.  I  thank  the  gentlemen  who  voted  for  my  nomina- 
tion, but  I  cannot  under  any  circumstances  accept  any  office  whatever. 
IN'ow,  please  do  not  vote  for  me,  as  it  would  be  only  throwing  your  bal- 
lots away. 

The  President,  in  view  of  Mr.  Falconer's  declination,  reported 
the  name  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Esler,  (who  had  received  the  next  highest 
number  of  votes),  as  the  candidate  against  Mr.  Graham. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Esler:  As  I  have  already  declined,  I  consider  that  my 
name  is  out  of  the  race. 

Mr.  John  Burton  here  stated  that  according  to  his  understand- 
ing of  the  new  by-law,  the  gentleman  whose  name  remained  (Mr. 
Graham)  should  be  declared  the  sole  candidate  for  the  office. 

The  President  explained  that  Mr.  Burton  was  in  error  in  his 
interpretation  and  upon  the  suggestion  of  the  Chair,  the  Secretary 
here  read  the  new  law  as  follows  :  "  Should  either  of  the  two  nomi- 
nees receiving  the  highest  number  of  votes  decline  to  stand  as  a  can- 
didate, the  nominee  receiving  the  next  highest  number  of  votes  shall 
be  declared  a  candidate.  Should  only  one  member  be  nominated  for 
any  office  on  the  informal  ballot  he  shall  be  declared  sole  candidate 
for  such  office." 

The  President  added  :  The  Chair  hopes  there  will  be  no  more 
declinations.  Mr.  Elser  has  determined  not  to  accept,  and  the  gentle- 
man who  received  the  next  highest  number  of  votes  is  John  Burton. 
[Applause.] 

Mr.  Burton  here  addressed  the  Chair  for  the  purpose  of  declining 
the  nomination  but  his  voice  was  drowned  in  the  tumults  of  applause 
with  which  his  friends  good  naturedly  sought  to  prevent  his  declination 
from  being  received.  After  several  ineffectual  efforts  Mr.  Burton 
succeeded  in  making  himself  heard.  He  said  :  "  I  am  sorry  to  see 
that  Mr.  Falconer  declines  and  more  sorry  that  Mr.  Esler  declines 
but  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  accept  the  nomination  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. 
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The  President  explained  that  as  Mr.  Burton  persisted  in  his 
declination,  Mr.  J.  D.  Carmody,  who  had  received  the  next  highest 
number  of  votes,  would  be  the  other  nominee.  He  therefore  declared 
Messrs.  Graham  and  Carmody  the  candidates  for  President. 

He  announced  the  result  of  the  balloting  for  candidates  for  Vice- 
President  as  follows  :  Total  number  of  votes  cast,  135  ;  of  which 
Farquhar  Macrae  received  81  ;  Timothy  O'Connor,  39  ;  J.  D.  Carmody 
and  A.  M.  Rennie,  two  each.  Single  ballots  were  cast  for  a  number 
of  gentlemen.  Therefore  Messrs.  Macrae  and  O'Connor  had  been 
nominated.      [Applause.] 

For  the  nomination  for  Secretary,  Wm.  J.  Stewart  received  120 
votes  ;  E.  H.  Michel  15  ;  and  J.  G.  Esler  7.  Single  ballots  were  cast 
for  others.  The  candidates,  therefore,  were  Messrs.  Stewart  and 
Michel. 

For  the  nomination  for  Treasurer  H.  B.  Beatty  received  115 
votes  ;  Messrs.  J.  M.  Gasser  and  J.  C.  Vaughan,  two  each  ;  and 
other  gentlemen  one  vote  each.  Mr.  Vaughan  declined  the  nomi- 
nation and  Messrs.  Beatty  and  Gasser  were  then  named  as  the 
candidates. 

Adjourned. 


SECOND  DAY.— EVENING. 


Cleveland,  O.,  Wednesday,  Aug.  19,  1896. 

The  Convention  re-assembled  at  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  President  Scott 
in  the  Chair. 

The  program  for  the  evening  session  was  specially  arranged 
to  interest  the  general  public,  who  were  invited  to  attend  and  to  listen 
to  brief  practical  talks  by  a  number  of  florists  on  topics  of  general 
interest,  calculated  to  increase  the  popular  love  for  and  knowledge  of 
plant  culture.  The  session  was  under  the  general  direction  of 
Ex-Presidents  Robert  Craig  and  Edwin  Lonsdale,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  was  entitled 
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AN    EVENING    WITH    THE    PUBLIC. 

Mr.  Robert  Craig  was  the  first  speaker,  his  subject  being 
"  Foliage  Plants  for  Home  Adornment  and  How  to  Take  Care  of 
Them."  In  the  course  of  his  remarks  he  said  that  the  number  of 
palms,  dracoenas,  pandanuses  and  other  plants  of  that  character  that 
are  raised  in  some  of  the  largest  establishments,  is  something 
enormous.  Some  of  the  establishments,  for  instance,  now  grow  a 
hundred  thousand  Areca  lutescens  every  season.  Other  establish^ 
ments  grow  50,000  and  75,000  each  year,  where  ten  or  fifteen  years 
ago  the  florist  who  had  50  Areca  lustescens  on  his  place  was  con- 
sidered to  have  a  good  stock  of  them. 

The  pleasure  derived  from  the  culture  of  plants  and  flowers  has 
in  all  ages  been  a  source  of  intellectual  delight  to  all  those  who  have 
learned  to  love  it.  Some  of  the  delights  of  the  garden  may  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  home  ;  and  particularly  in  the  winter,  when  the  snow 
is  on  the  ground  and  all  outside  vegetation  is  dead  or  dormant,  the 
presence  of  beautiful  forms  of  vegetation  may  greatly  add  to  the 
pleasures  of  life.  No  matter  how  tastefully  a  room  may  be  adorned, 
the  presence  of  a  beautiful  palm  or  other  decorative  foliage  plant  will 
distinctly  enhance  the  general  effect  and  will  add  a  charm  not  other- 
wise attainable. 

Mr.  Craig  had  ranged  upon  the  table  a  number  of  plants  of  the 
more  useful  varieties  and  indicated  each  as  it  was  referred  to  in  his 
remarks  which  were  of  an  exceedingly  interesting  and  practical 
character. 

He  closed  offering  to  answer  any  questions  from  the  audience 
concerning  the  plants  he  had  mentioned  or  other  house  plants,  but  he 
was  not  interrogated. 

Mr.  Edwin  Lonsdale  followed  Mr.  Craig  on  "  Flowering  Plants 
for  the  Window."  His  talk  was  also  very  instructive  for  the  amateur 
for  whom  it  was  especially  intended. 

The  next  speaker  was  Mr.  Grove  P.  Rawson,  who  made  some 
interesting  and  humorous  remarks  under  the  title  of  "How  Not  To  Do 
It,"  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  E.  G.  Hill  on  "  Roses  for  Out-door 
Culture." 

To  Prof.  J.  F.  Cowell,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  had  been  assigned  the 
subject  of  "  Cannas,"  and  he  handled  it  well,  giving  full  instructions 
as  to  hybridizing,  seedling  growing  and  garden  culture. 
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The  last  subject  on  the  program,  "  Pausies  from  Seed,"  had 
been  assigned  to  Mr.  J.  C.  Vaughan,  but  he  being  absent  his  paper 
was  read  by  Mr.  J.  D,  Carmody. 

The  attendance  of  the  public  at  this  meeting  was  very  slim,  owing 
to  an  unfortunate  omission  in  the  public  announcement  as  to  the  loca- 
tion, it  being  generally  understood  that  the  meeting  was  to  take  place 
at  the  Central  Armory  in  connection  with  the  exhibition  there  in  pro- 
gress. Consequently  the  object  sought  by  the  Executive  Committee 
in  arranging  this  feature  was  hardly  attained,  and  the  small  attend- 
ance was  not  necessarily  an  indication  of  lack  of  public  interest. 


THIRD   DAY.— MORNING. 

Cleveland,  Thursday,  Aug.  20,  1896. 
The  Convention  met  at  10  o'clock  a.  m.,  an  hour  later  than  the 
time  appointed  by  vote  on  the  previous  day. 

THE    PROPOSED    NEW    CONSTITUTION. 

The  President  announced  as  the  first  business  the  consideration 
of  the  proposed  new  constitution. 

Mr.  Grove  P.  Rawson  moved  that  the  constitution  be  considered 
and  acted  upon  article  by  article  and  section  by  section. 

Mr.  RoBT.  Craig  seconded  the  motion,  and  it  was  adopted  with- 
out objection. 

The  Secretary  read  Article  1  of  the  proposed  new  constitution 
drafted  by  the  Executive  Committee  as  follows  : — 

*'  This  Association  shall  be  known  as  The  American  Society  of  Flori- 
culture." He  read  a  substitute  motion  offered  by  Mr.  Rawson  as  follows: 
"  This  Association  shall  be  known  as  An  American  Society  of  Horti- 
culture." 
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Mr,  Grove  P.  RAWsoNsaid:  Mr.  President  and  fellow  members, 
I  may  be  considered  the  defendant  in  this  action  and  therefore  am  entitled 
to  speak  first.  I  ask  your  attention  in  regard  to  the  name  of  our  re- 
organized society.  Now,  facts  are  facts  simply  because  they  are  facts. 
It  is  not  always  pleasant  to  state  facts.  Some  people  will  shut  their  eyes 
to  facts  and,  I  think,  shut  their  ears  too,  but  they  are  the  facts  all  the 
same.  The  facts  are  that  the  business  of  our  Society  is  far  from  being 
satisfactory.  I  deem  it  folly  to  attempt  to  disguise  this  fact;  I  think  it  is 
better  to  provide  for  emergencies  and  contingencies.  The  duty  of  the 
hour  is  to  be  very  much  in  earnest,  serious  and  thoughtful  and  to  provide 
such  good  government  as  will  win  both  sympathy  and  support.  Have 
you  carefully  noted  the  Treasurer's  report  ?  —  a  deficit  of  S715.77  in  last 
year's  business;  the  receipts  for  1895  being  but  $1,053,  but  a  little  more 
than  the  Secretary's  salary.  I  believe  the  Treasurer's  report  for  1896 
will  also  be  humiliating.  IS'ote  the  hand-writing  on  the  wall.  It  is  plain 
enough  for  every  one  to  read.  It  declares  that  the  trade  of  itself  will  no 
longer  support  the  Society  of  American  Florists.  It  has  already  been 
hump-backed  over  it.  Nor  is  the  trade  rich  enough  to  successfully 
shoulder  a  national  concern  properl5^  Nor  do  the  various  interests  of  the 
trade  care  to  sell  out  to  the  grower  or  dealer  and  become  a  monopoly. 
Brethren,  if  we  really  desire  a  continuity  of  national  existence  of  a 
society,  we  must  needs  co-operate  with  all  the  friends  of  horticulture  and 
unite  and  combine  its  different  phases  and  allied  interests  into  a  perfected 
whole.  In  no  other  way  can  we  reasonably  hope  for  any  permanency  of 
financial  support. 

The  American  gardeners  are  just  about  to  form  a  national  society. 
Why  not  be  more  thoroughly  representative  as  a  body  ourselves,  and  both 
absorb  and  satisfy  the  different  horticultural  interests  ?  Those  of  the 
societies  which  we  are  pleased  to  term  "auxiliaries"  are  separate  and 
distinctive  as  we  are  ourselves  and  on  a  better  financial  basis.  The 
Chrysanthemum  Society  has  not  only  paid  its  debts  but  is  paying  its  way, 
and  that  is  more  than  you  can  say  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists  to- 
day. Who  is  going  to  support  the  weak  knees  of  the  Society  of  American 
Florists  ?  The  Hail  Association  won't  do  it.  The  Hail  Association  has 
all  it  can  do  to  repair  the  mistakes  of  the  weather.  Shall  we  cement 
unity  and  progress  or  continue  to  split,  split,  split  and  sap  the  little  life 
that  remains  ?  Any  organization  without  a  sufficiency  of  motive  power 
is  like  a  train  of  cars  without  an  engine;  it  won't  go.  No,  no,  gentlemen, 
the  tail  won't  wag  the  dog;  its  the  dog  that  does  the  business. 

The  National  Society  is  on  a  higher  plane  than  any  mere  local  organ- 
ization ;  and  if  it  is  at  all  distinctive  and  representative  it  will  be  the 
amalgamation  of  common  interests  and  stand  for  the  individuality  of  the 
whole.  Build  substantially  and  for  the  future.  I  believe  an  incorpoz'ated 
Society  of  National  Horticulture  would  speedily  become  the  head  of  the 
corner  and  tower  up  the  grandest  department  store  in  the  land.  It  nevei" 
lacks  for  business,  and  there  is  but  a  minimum  of  friction  in  its  wake  ; 
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and  if  there  is  any  business  head  to  it,  its  matters  in  general  proceed  as 
smoothly  and  regularly  as  clock-work.  There  is  room  in  the  department 
store  for  every  specialty  and  specialist.  Those  people  who  are  so  afraid 
that  they  will  bite  off  more  than  they  can  chew  must  have  false  teeth. 
Any  business  man  is  not  afraid  but  what  he  can  attend  to  the  business 
that  naturally  comes  to  him.  In  fact,  the  most  of  our  larger  Arms  send 
out  men  to  drum  it  in.  We  need  to  go  out  into  the  highways  and  hedges 
and  compel  them  to  come  in  for  their  own  good. 

The  speaker  then  undertook  to  draw  a  parallel  between  the 
Society's  affairs  and  the  financial  questions  being  discussed  in  the 
present  political  campaign,  whereupon  the  President  interposed  to 
remind  the  speaker  that  the  introduction  of  politics  in  the  discussion 
was  objectionable.      [Applause.] 

Mr.  Rawson  continued:  According  to  Brother  Carmody,  horticul- 
ture is  a  heritage  from  our  first  parents.  It  has  come  down  through  the 
ages  and  is  all  that  remains  of  the  original  garden  of  Eden.  Brethren, 
if  we  want  to  get  back  to  the  garden  of  Eden  in  advance  of  the  elect,  let 
us  make  the  National  Society  of  Horticulture  the  ornamental  gateway  to 
the  florists'  paradise,  and  carefully  guard  and  protect  all  its  best  inter- 
ests from  vandalism,  spoliation  and  decay.  The  golden  halo  of  the 
East — this  is  not  politics,  Mr.  President,  [merriment] — would  crown 
its  work,  the  silver  radiance  of  the  West  would  shine  upon  its  proceed- 
ings; the  soft  South  winds  would  gently  blow  upon  it  and  the  Northern 
blasts  of  a  Canadian  winter  would  but  protect  it  with  a  snowy  mantle; 
everything  would  be  lovely  and  life  would  be  worth  living.  I  believe  it. 
This  is  not  only  sentiment  but  business.  What  we  need  is  to  strike  right 
at  the  root  of  the  matter.  Give  us  the  root  and  branch  of  horticulture 
and  we  will  have  a  blooming  inflorescence,  a  perennial  vitality.  You 
can't  have  any  bloom  without  the  plant  of  horticulture.  Vital  growth 
is  the  primary  principle  before  you  can  expect  flowers  or  fruit. 

When  the  subject  of  a  name  was  first  before  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, the  Treasurer's  report  had  not  been  presented.  If  it  had  been  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  there  would  have  been  a  majority  vote  for  "Horticulture" 
as  something  to  pay  up  our  way.  Even  a  florist  can  be  practical  when 
he  has  to,  and  when  it  comes  to  business  he  is  not  quite  so  blind  as  a 
bat.  We  have  arrived  at  just  this  point  when  re-organization  is  impera- 
tive and  indifference  would  be  a  crime  against  the  Society.  The  Society 
expects  every  man  of  us  to  do  his  little  utmost  to  preserve,  sustain  and 
support  the  national  existence.  The  Society  of  American  Florists  has 
established  honorable  foundations.  Now,  see  to  it  that  you  erect  an 
ornate  structure  that  will  do  credit  to  its  corner  stone.  And  let  its  ban- 
ner of  common  interests  float  above  it  inscribed  with  the  glorious  motto: 
Vivat  hortus  HorticuUura  —  "  Success  to  Horticulture." 
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Floriculture,  I  say,  is  but  the  inflorescence  of  horticulture.  Statis- 
tics of  our  trade,  either  home  or  foreign,  are  classed  as  horticulture.  Is 
a  seedsman  exactly  a  horticulturist  or  a  fern  and  palm  seedsman  ?  We 
observe  the  spirit  of  the  law  if  not  its  letter.  Let  us  have  a  unity  of 
both  name  and  spirit  and  be  what  we  really  are,  horticulturists  in  the 
best  sense  of  the  term,  in  one  class  or  other,  whether  our  gardens  are 
under  the  open  sky  or  represent  so  much  glass  surface.  Brethren,  make 
no  mistake  as  to  name,  the  right  name.  Is  it  not  "  Horticulture?"  I 
say  vote  for  "  An  American  Society  of  Horticulture?  "  And  I  believe  it 
can  be  made  a  practical  business  success.     [Applause.] 

Secretary  Stewart:  Without  expressing  at  present  any  opinion  as 
to  the  merits  of  one  name  or  another  I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
members  to  something  which  perhaps  might  escape  their  notice,  so  that 
they  may  act  intelligently  on  the  question  and  know  just  what  they  are 
doing.  We  have,  under  our  name  "  Society  of  American  Florists,"  a 
plate  from  which  we  print  our  Certificates  of  Merit,  which  cost  for  the 
design  and  making  the  plate  quite  a  sum.  We  have  dies  for  medals, 
which  cost  a  great  deal;  they  are  expensive.  We  have  had  some  medals 
struck.  We  have  also  a  die  for  our  badge,  "  S.  A.  F.,"  which  cost  a 
matter  of  forty  or  fifty  dollars.  If  a  change  of  name  is  made  this  outfit 
which  we  have  under  our  old  name  will  be  practically  useless,  and  an 
expense  of  three  or  four  hundred  dollars  will  be  entailed  if  we  make  any 
change  of  name  which  involves  the  change  of  initials. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Carmocly  made  a  motion  at  this  point  that  all  speeches 
upon  the  subject  in  hand  be  limited  to  five  minutes  each,  and  the 
motion  was  unanimously  carried. 

Mr.  Robert  Craig:  The  objection  to  the  name  "  Floriculture," 
is  the  same  that  applies  to  our  present  name;  it  is  not  broad  enough. 
A  florist  is  one  who  grows  flowers  or  who  sells  flowers  at  retail.  That  is 
the  popular  definition  of  the  term  "fiorist;"  audit  has  been  claimed 
very  persistently  by  some  that  our  title  "  Society  of  American  Florists  " 
is  not  broad  enough  to  cover  our  membership.  We  have  in  the  Society 
many  valuable  members  who  are  not  florists.  Take  park  superintendents, 
for  instance;  or  take  our  old  friend,  Mr.  Wm.  R.  Smith,  of  Washington, 
one  of  our  best  and  most  earnest  workers,  who  is  in  charge  of  a  botanical 
garden;  it  is  not  the  proper  thing  to  say  that  he  is  a  florist.  If  you  make 
a  change  of  name,  you  want  to  get  a  broader  title  than  that  of  society  of 
"  Floriculture."  It  has  been  suggested,  and  I  think  it  is  well  worth  con- 
sidering that,  if  a  change  be  made  at  all,  we  should  adopt  a  title  some- 
thing like  this,  "  American  Society  of  Ornamental  Horticulture."  Then 
we  would  have  a  title  broad  enough  to  take  in  all  who  are  cultivating  a 
taste  for  the  beautiful  in  horticulture  in  any  direction,  either  in  cut  flow- 
ers, in  decorative  plants  or  in  out-door  decorative  effect. 
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We  do  not  waut  to  adopt  the  title  "  Society  of  Horticulture,"  as  that 
would  take  in  the  pomologists,  who  are  not  working  on  our  lines  at  all; 
it  would  take  in  the  seedsmen,  who  have  a  very  efficient  organization  of 
their  own,  who  are  doing  work  on  special  lines  and  are  doing  more  than 
they  could  do  with  us;  and  it  would  take  in  the  vegetable  gardener.  It 
is  not  within  the  province  of  our  Society  to  work  along  those  lines. 
Therefore,  while  the  title  "Floriculture  "  is  open  to  the  same  objection 
that  may  be  urged  to  the  name  to  which  we  have  all  become  so  much 
attached,  the  title  of  "  Horticulture  "  is  also  objectionable.  A  change 
should  not  be  made,  I  think,  without  due  deliberation;  but  it  appears  to 
me  that  it  would  be  made  with  some  benefit  if  the  title  "  Ornamental 
Horticulture  "  is  adopted.  This  would  be  broad  enough  to  take  in  all 
who  work  along  the  special  lines  that  we  wish  to  advance.      [Applause.] 

Mr.  C.  Wm.  Turnley,  of  Haddonfield,  N.  J.:  Mr.  President,  far 
be  it  from  me  to  say  or  do  anything  that  would  tend  to  degrade  our  pres- 
ent cognomen,  the  title  by  which  we  have  been  known,  "  The  Society  of 
American  Florists,"  by  favoring  either  the  pending  amendment  or  the 
amendment  proposing  the  name  "  Ornamental  Horticulture."  Now,  let 
us  analyze  these  words.  "  Horticulture  "  is  derived  from  hortus,  a  gar- 
den, and  colo,  to  cultivate.  "  Floriculture  "  is  from  flos^floris,  a  flower, 
and  colo,  to  cultivate.  "We  may  not  all  be  Latin  scholars,  but  those  are 
the  derivations  of  the  terms.  We  all  understand  that  floriculture  is  in 
itself  ornamental.  My  brother  (Mr.  Rawson)  says  that  horticulture  is 
the  essence,  but  I  contend  that  floriculture  is  the  quintessence  of  every- 
thing that  is  ornamental  in  or  pertaining  to  flowers.  There  are  very  few 
of  our  members  whose  business  interests  are  not  included  and  incorpor- 
ated in  the  idea  of  floriculture.  We  were  told  by  our  Brother  Carmody 
that  Adam  was  a  horticulturist,  that  he  was  placed  in  a  garden  to  culti- 
vate it  and  that  he  lost  his  job  by  reason  of  his  having  too  many  diversi- 
ties. Possibly  we  may  lose  our  job  by  diverging  too  much.  I  think  that 
the  name  that  we  have  is  sufficient  for  our  Society,  and  I  hope  that  a 
change  will  not  be  made.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  W.  W.  Coles,  of  Kokomo,  lud.:  Mr.  President,  I  regard  this 
as  a  very  important  question,  and  I  certainly  think  we  should  go  very 
slow  in  changing  a  name  that  is  dear  to  us.  I  would  ask  my  friends  who 
have  preceded  me  whether,  if  they  have  children  of  the  age  of  this  Soci- 
ety, (twelve  years) ,  they  would  be  willing  to  change  the  names  of  those 
children.  What  consideration  would  be  sufficient  to  induce  them  to 
change  the  name  of  one  of  their  children?  We  adopted  the  title  "  The 
Society  of  American  Florists,"  and  as  that  title  does  not  exclude  the 
seedsmen,  the  gardeners,  or  the  men  who  run  stores,!  fail  to  see  that  we 
are  to  derive  any  benefit  from  a  change  that  is  made  for  the  purpose  of 
including  those  classes.  The  advocates  of  the  change  say  that  it  will 
enable  us  to  scoop  in  greater  membership  fees.    If  they  can  prove  to  me 
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that  that  would  be  the  result  of  it  I  would  concede  that  they  are  right 
about  it,  but  I  cannot  see,  for  my  part,  how  it  can  be  assumed  that  any- 
body interested  in  horticulture  is  excluded  at  the  present  time.  We  still 
have  with  us  the  seedsman,  the  gardener,  the  superintendent  of  parks, 
and  so  on;  and  what  is  the  use  changing  our  name?  We  know  that  if 
a  business  concern  is  in  a  critical  condition  financially  the  changing  of  its 
name  will  not  be  any  help  to  it  or  save  it  from  going  down.  I  think  that 
if  you  want  to  kill  the  Society  the  best  way  to  do  it  is  to  change  its  name. 
[Applause.] 

Mr.  H.  A.  Siebrecht:  I  would  be  very  sorry  if  any  harm  to  the 
Society  should  result  from  anything  we  might  do  in  changing  its  name, 
but  I  think  we  must  progress  with  the  times.  Mr.  Coles  has  said  that 
parents  would  be  unwilling  to  change  the  name  of  a  twelve  year  old 
child.  I  disagree  with  him.  I  have  heard  parents,  intelligent  and 
observing  men,  say  that  if  they  had  to  do  it  over  again  they  would  not 
put  a  name  upon  a  child,  that  they  would  wait  until  the  child  was  old 
enough  and  sensible  enough  to  select  its  own  name.  Many  children  have 
names  which  are  objectionable  to  themselves.  We  want  the  same  thing 
for  this  Society,  we  want  a  title  that  is  sufficiently  expressive  and  compre- 
hensive; we  want  to  keep  the  pace  and  be  practical.  The  name  proposed 
here  by  Mr.  Craig,  is,  I  think,  one  that  will  include  all  who  now  may  not 
think  themselves  eligible  as  members  of  the  Society.  Now,  I  have  fre- 
quent occasion  to  meet  men  who  are  good  horticulturists  and  good 
florists,  able  men  professionally,  well  read  men,  and  those  are  the  private 
gardeners.  That  is  a  plain  term  but  we  all  know  what  it  comprehends. 
They  are  the  men  who  have  charge  of  gentlemen's  places,  small  and  large 
places  throughout  the  land ;  and  they  would  be  valuable  men  for  us  to 
have.  These  men  consider  themselves  as  not  within  the  scope  of  our 
Society  or  eligible  to  become  members  of  it.  They  say  to  us,  "  You  are 
florists,  you  are  dealers  in  flowers;  we  don't  belong  to  you."  Now,  while 
I  love  the  dear  name  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists,  it  occurred  to 
my  mind  that  we  could  change  or  add  something  to  our  name  so  as  to 
bring  in  all  of  those  outside  brethren,  who  know  as  much  about  horticul- 
ture as  we  do  and  who  have  as  much  interest  in  it  as  we  have,  perhaps 
more,  because  with  them  it  is  not  a  matter  of  dollars  and  cents  alone  but 
of  a  love  they  have  for  the  business. 

1  concede  that  the  matter  is  one  in  regard  to  which  we  need  to  move 
slowly.  We  do  not  want  to  take  from  but  we  want  to  add  to  our  ranks. 
We  have  now  with  us  gentlemen  who  do  not  consider  themselves  florists, 
and  who  feel  that,  strictly  speaking,  they  ought  not  to  be  members  of  a 
Society  of  Florists  ;  but  as  soon  as  we  would  add  to  our  title  the  words 
"Ornamental  Horticulture  "  they  would  feel  that  they  were  upon  the 
same  footing  with  us  because  the  title  expresses  the  business  ia  which 
they  are  engaged  all  the  time.  By  bringing  them  in  we  will  not  only 
have  the  advantage  of  a  more  friendly  intercourse  with  them  but  will  be 
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better  enabled  to  keep  up  our  revenues  ;  and  when  the  time  comes  to  go 
to  the  convention  they  will  not  say  to  us,  "  1  am  not  a  florist,  I  am  only 
a  gardener,  I  don't  belong  to  you,"  but  we  can  say  to  them,  "  Don't  you 
see  that  we  have  changed  the  title;  that  is  all  right,  come  along." 

Mr.  Robert  Craig:  Mr.  President,  it  is  evident  to  me  there  is  very 
great  opposition  to  a  change  of  our  old  name.  We  have  become  attached 
to  it  and  I  believe  it  should  be  retained,  but  I  also  believe  that  we  should 
adopt  some  scheme  by  which  the  other  horticulturists  whom  we  want  to 
get  as  members  may  be  made  to  feel  thoroughly  at  home  under  our  title. 
I  offer  a  suggestion,  that  we  retain  the  old  name,  "  The  Society  of 
American  Florists  "  and  add  to  it,  as  a  supplementary  title,  the  words 
"  and  Ornamental  Horticulturists."  [Applause.]  The  name  "  The 
Society  of  American  Florists  "  could  be  used  as  heretofore  and  the  other 
could  appear  only  on  record.  There  is  an  objection  to  a  very  long,  cum- 
bersome title,  I  know,  but  at  the  same  time  I  think  we  should  do  some- 
thing to  make  the  men  who  are  working  along  the  lines  that  we  want  to 
advance  feel  at  home  under  our  title.  I  offer  that  as  a  practical  solution 
of  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Esler:  There  will  be  found  further  down  in  the  new 
constitution  a  provision  by  which  the  Executive  Committee  is  empow- 
ered to  admit,  as  members  of  the  new  Society,  kindred  societies  having  a 
membership  of  over  five  hundred.  That  of  course  provides  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  Florist's  Hail  Association,  which  has  six  hundred  and  fifty- 
three  members.  We  have  in  that  Association  private  gardeners,  ama- 
teurs, and  almost  everybody  who  owns  glass.  The  present  title  of  the 
Society  of  American  Florists  is  a  little  too  narrow  if  the  whole  of  the  mem- 
bership of  the  Hail  Association  is  to  come  under  it.  The  title  of  the 
reorganized  society  should  be  made  broad  enough  to  cover  the  member- 
ship in  the  minor  organizations. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Manda:  We  are  standing  today  at  the  brink  of  a  preci- 
pice and  the  question  is  whether,  when  we  jump,  we  are  to  land  on  the 
other  side  or  in  the  chasm.  The  able  speakers  who  have  preceded  me, 
have  put  forth  the  different  sides  of  the  question  but,  it  seems  to  me, 
without  touching  on  the  main  point,  viz.,  the  condition  of  things  which 
has  caused  the  Society  to  grow  backward.  For  myself  I  would  say  that 
I  am  in  favor  of  making  the  title  as  broad  as  you  can  make  it  and  there- 
fore I  prefer  the  title  "  The  American  Society  of  Horticulture." 

I  have  listened  to  many  gentlemen  who  want  to  retain  the  present 
name  of  "The  Society  of  American  Florists."  Well,  gentlemen,  what 
is  the  situation  that  confronts  you?  You  have  been  splitting  among 
yourselves.  You  have  the  Carnation  Society,  which  comes  here,  has  the 
use  of  the  convention  hall,  and  gets  the  benefit  of  all  that  the  Society  of 
American  Florists  has  done,  without  being  asked  to  give  this  Society  a 
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cent  in  the  way  of  a  return  for  the  benefit  conferred.  You  have  the 
Chrysanthemum  Society  doing  likewise;  and  the  Hail  Association  doing 
likewise.  What  do  they  give  as  compensation  or  acknowledgment  to 
this  Society  for  all  the  courtesies  and  the  facilities  that  are  extended  to 
them?  But,  if  you  exclude  the  Carnation  men;  if  you  exclude  the  Chry- 
santhemum men,  and  keep  them  apart  from  you,  who  are  you  going  to 
have  left  among  the  florists?  Possibly  they  would  be  only  those  who  are 
foolish  enough  to  grow  plants  that  nobody  wants.  Why  will  you  not  try 
to  make  the  Carnation  Society  and  the  Chrysanthemum  Society  parts  of 
your  organization?  After  you  have  brought  them  within  your  fold  you 
can  create  a  Carnation  Committee,  and  a  Chrysanthemum  Committee, 
and  can  have  the  proceedings  of  those  organizations  and  their  laws  pub- 
lished in  your  own  report.  Make  one  great  body,  of  which  the  auxiliary 
organizations  shall  be  members,  and  do  not  cut  your  Society  into  pieces. 
If  you  want  to  broaden,  extend  your  lines  as  far  as  you  can  and  take  in 
everybody  who  grows  anything,  no  matter  what  it  is.  After  those  organ- 
izations have  been  brought  in,  let  it  be  understood  that  they  are  to  stay 
in  and  that  they  are  not  to  have  the  benefit  of  the  advertisement  of  your 
name,  nor  to  be  allowed  to  use  your  hall  or  trespass  upon  your  time  and 
then  stand  aloof  from  you,  maintain  their  organizations  independently 
of  you;  have  their  own  officers  and  make  their  own  reports.  At  present 
there  are  carnation  growers  who  do  not  belong  to  the  Society  of  Ameri- 
can Florists,  and  the  same  thing  is  true  with  respect  to  the  membership 
of  the  Chrysanthemum  Society  and  other  societies.  While  I  am  not  in 
favor  of  retaining  the  present  name  and  am  reluctant  to  see  a  radical 
change  made  at  the  present  time,  I  think  that  after  a  change  is  made  and 
we  have  incurred  the  expense  of  spreading  out,  as  Mr.  Rawson  has  sug- 
gested, and  have  adopted  the  plan  of  the  department  store,  we  should 
arrange  to  have  all  the  cash  come  into  the  one  general  fund  and  not 
allow  it  to  be  diverted  into  different  channels.  In  this  way  the  main 
body  will  be  relieved  from  the  burden  of  the  expense  of  carrying  on  the 
different  branches. 

Mr.  Wm.  Falconer,  of  Pittsburg:  Mr.  President,  it  has  been  sug- 
gested that  the  title  of  the  Society  is  not  broad  enough  to  take  in  the 
park  superintendents.  Speaking  for  myself  and  for  Mr.  John  Herron,  of 
the  Allegheny  parks,  who  sits  beside  me,  I  wish  to  say  that  we  are  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the  name  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists.  It  is 
broad  enough  for  us ;  and  as  a  former  private  gardener  I  would  say  that 
it  was  broad  enough  for  me  when  I  was  a  private  gardener.  I  have  been 
an  active  member  of  the  Society  and  in  good  standing  since  it  started, 
and  I  would  be  very  sorry  to  see  our  present  name  changed     [Applause.] 

Mr.  J.  M.  Gasser:  Mr.  President,  it  has  been  urged  by  Mr.  Eawson 
as  one  argument  in  favor  of  a  change  of  the  name,  that  under  a  new  title 
this  Society  could  carry  on  its  operations  the  same  as  a  department  store 
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does  its  business.  I  would  remind  him  that  when  a  business  concern 
enlarges  its  facilities  and  adds  to  its  departments,  it  continues  to  do 
business  under  the  same  name  with  which  it  started.  Its  department 
store  may  have  as  many  departments  as  the  managers  choose  to  make, 
but  all  these  are  under  the  one  sign  and  are  very  properly,  I  think,  carried 
on  in  the  same  firm  name. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Dillon:  Mr.  President,  I  glory  in  that  grand  old  name  of 
"American  Florists  "  and  do  not  see  any  reason  for  a  change.  I  believe 
we  are  now  on  the  eve  of  a  great  revival  by  taking  into  this  Society  all  the 
organizations  connected  with  it.  I  think  that  that  is  one  of  the  greatest 
things  we  have  undertaken  to  do.  It  will  be  followed  by  the  formation 
of  sections,  the  private  gardeners  constituting  one  section,  those  who  are 
park  superintendents  being  comprised  in  another  and  so  on,  all  of  them 
belonging  to  this  one  society.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  E.  G.  Hill:  Just  one  word.  Some  of  us  who  were  present  at 
the  christening  of  this  child  feel  a  little  sensitive  perhaps  about  any 
change  of  its  name.  I  have  been  content  to  weigh  the  matter  carefully  in 
my  own  mind  and  I  have  not  reached  a  satisfactory  conclusion  as  yet. 
Now,  a  little  further  on  in  the  proposed  constitution  provision  is  made  for 
a  unification  of  the  parent  Society  with  the  different  auxiliary  societies. 
Mr.  Coles  has  said  something  about  parents  being  reluctant  to  change  the 
name  of  the  child,  but  we  know  a  change  of  a  name  is  not  often  objected 
to  when  a  marriage  ceremony  is  to  be  performed,  for  there  one  of  the 
contracting  parties  cannot  avoid  it.  If  it  will  benefit  this  Society  to 
change  its  name  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  have  the  change  made,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  our  action  at  this  time  is  a  little  premature.  If  this 
marriage  or  union  of  the  parent  society  and  the  auxiliary  societies  is  to 
occur  it  would  be  well  to  take  that  fact  into  consideration  in  the  choice  of 
the  name.  It  has  occurred  to  my  mind  that,  in  that  case,  a  title  like  this 
would  be  appropriate,  "  United  Society  of  Florists  and  Gardeners."  I 
would  sugiiest  that  title  but  do  not  offer  it  as  an  amendment. 
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Mr.  W.  A.  Manda:  Mr.  President,  in  view  of  the  conflicting  opinions 
that  have  been  expressed  and  the  fact  that  the  sentiment  of  the  Con- 
vention appears  to  be  divided  upon  this  subject,  I  move  that  this  and 
all  other  amendments  proposing  changes  in  the  constitution  be  permitted 
to  lie  over  until  next  year.  We  will  then  have  had  time  to  digest  them 
and  be  in  a  better  condition  to  talk  and  act  upon  them  intelligently.  To- 
day we  do  not  seem  to  know  what  would  be  the  better  course  to  pursue. 
I  think  that  the  present  name  of  the  Society  will  carry  us  until  next  year 
any  way.  Therefore  I  move  that  the  consideration  of  the  proposed  con- 
stitution and  by-laws,  together  with  the  motion  relating  to  a  change  of 
the  title  of  the  Society,  lie  over  for  one  year. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Beatty  seconded  the  motion. 


64  PROCEEDINGS  OF  TWELFTH   CONVENTION, 

Mr.  Robert  Craig:  Mr.  President,  I  think  myself  it  is  a  good  idea 
to  leave  this  in  the  hands  of  Providence.     [Merriment  and  applause.] 

A  vote  being  taken  the  motion  was  carried  unanimously  amid 
applause. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Manda:  Mr.  President,  I  wanted  to  add  something  to 
that  motion  but  I  will  now  make  another  motion,  viz.,  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  confer  with  every  locality  in  which  there  is  a  florists'  club 
or  organization,  requesting  the  officers  of  such  club  or  organization  to 
ascertain  the  sentiment  of  the  members  upon  the  proposed  changes  in 
our  constitution,  so  that  next  year  they  may  come  prepared  to  talk  fully 
on  the  subject.  We  may  by  that  means  have  the  benefit  of  a  matured 
expression  by  the  members  of  the  different  clubs  of  the  country  and  be 
enabled  promptly  to  reach  an  intelligent  conclusion. 

Mr.  H.  B.  Beatty:    I  second  that  motion  very  heartily. 

Mr.  J.  G.  Esler:  Does  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Manda)  include  in  that 
the  auxiliary  societies? 

Mr.  Manda:  Yes,  sir;  everybody  who  has  an  interest  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  National  Society. 

The  President:  The  Chair  supposes  that  Mr.  Manda's  idea  is  that 
the  Society  shall  appoint  committees  in  every  locality  to  bring  out  a  full 
expression  of  opinion? 

Mr.  Manda:  That  it  shall  confer  with  any  kind  of  an  organiza- 
tion. 

The  President:  It  has  been  moved  and  seconded  that  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  appoint  a  committee  in  every  locality  where  there  is  a 
florist's  club  or  organization,  to  bring  out  a  full  expression  on  this  sub- 
ject next  year.     Does  the  Chair  state  the  motion  correctly? 

Mr.  Manda:     Yes,  sir. 

A  vote  was  here  taken  and  the  motion  was  carried  unanimously. 

ELECTION    OF    OFFICERS. 

The  President  here  announced  as  the  next  business  the  election 
of  officers.  He  also  announced  the  appointment  of  the  following  as 
tellers  to  distribute  and  collect  the  ballots  :  Messrs.  A.  Millar,  W.  R. 
Smith,  H.  A.  Siebrecht  and  Joseph  A.  Manda. 

After  the  close  of  the  balloting,  the  ballots  were  collected  by  the 
tellers  and  counted  in  the  presence  of  the  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee. 
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Mr.  SiEBRECHT,  on  behalf  of  the  tellers,  announced  the  result  of 
the  election  as  follows  : 

Total  number  of  votes  cast,  147. 

For  President,  Mr.  Adam  Graham,  of  Cleveland,  O.,  received 
103  votes  ;  Mr.  J.  D.  Carmody,  of  Evansville,  Ind.,  41  ;  Mr.  John 
O.  Esler,  3. 

For  Vice-President,  Mr.  Farquhar  Macrae,  received  95  votes ; 
Mr.  Timothy  O'Connor,  51. 

For  Secretary,  Mr.  Wm.  J.  Stewart  received  106  votes  ;  Mr.  E. 
H.  Michel,  41. 

For  Treasurer,  Mr.  H.  B.  Beatty  received  89  votes ;  Mr.  J.  M. 
Gasser,  57. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Carmody  moved  that  the  election  of  Mr.  Graham,  as 
President,  be  made  unanimous.     He  said  : 

No  one  could  make  this  motion  more  heartily  than  myself.  With  all 
due  respect  and  kind  thoughts  for  those  who  thought  of  me  in  connec- 
tion with  the  office,  I  will  say  that  there  are  two  reasons  why  I  am  satis- 
fied with  the  result.  The  first  is  the  poor  opinion  I  have  of  myself  and 
of  my  ability  to  occupy  the  position;  the  other  is  the  innate  laziness  of 
my  nature,  which  might  interfere  with  my  performance  of  the  duties  of 
the  office.    I  think  the  Society  has  made  a  very  wise  choice. 

Mr.  Carmody's  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Siebrecht  and 
carried  unanimously. 

Messrs.  J.  D.  Carmody  and  Harry  Balsley,  were  appointed  by  the 
Chair  a  committee  to  notify  the  president-elect  and  escoi't  him  to  the 
Convention  Hall. 

The  committee  retired  and  subsequently  returned  with  Mr.  Gra- 
ham, whom  they  escorted  to  the  platform,  where  that  gentleman  was 
formally  notified  by  the  Chair  of  his  unanimous  election  as  the  next 
President  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Graha'm,  after  the  usual  applause,  responded  : 

Mr.  President,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, — This  is  an  honor  which  has 
come  to  me  unsolicited  and,  as  I  think,  undeserved.  Until  a  few  hours 
ago  I  had  positively  refused  to  allow  my  name  to  be  used  in  connection 
with  this  office  for  reasons  which  appeared  to  me  so  conclusive  that  they 
are  scarcely  necessary  to  mention.  There  are  so  many  men  in  this  So- 
ciety who  stand  pre-eminently  above  your  humble  servant,  men  better 
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entitled  and  better  equipped  to  fulfill  the  duties  of  this  position  than  my- 
self, that  I  felt  constrained  to  decline  accepting  the  honor;  but  my 
friends  have  seen  fit  to  differ  with  me.  I  hope  that  the  future  will  prove 
that  they  were  right  and  I  was  wrong. 

You  have  placed  the  flag  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists  in  my 
hands.  I  accept  the  trust  and  look  to  you  as  chivalrous  and  brave  sold- 
iers to  stand  around  me  and  see  that  that  flag  is  never  trailed  in  the  dust. 
The  duties  of  the  office  I  will  perform  to  the  best  of  my  ability.  More 
than  this  I  cannot  promise  and  cannot  do.  I  do  promise  that  nothing 
will  be  done  willfully  on  my  part  that  will  bring  dishonor  on  the  dignity 
of  the  office. 

Some  persons,  I  am  pained  to  say,  have  had  the  assurance  and  the 
temerity  to  assert  that  this  Society's  work  is  completed.  I  beg  to  differ 
with  them.  The  work  of  this  Society  never  will  be  completed.  If  there 
had  been  no  failure  or  neglect  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  on  the 
part  of  members  of  the  Society  and  all  had  come  up  to  the  full  measure 
of  anticipation,  such  remarks  would  never  have  been  heard.  You  will 
pardon  me  for  making  another  statement,  and  that  is  this :  that  a  practical 
demonstration  is  being  given  in  this  city  of  which  you  are  now  the  guests 
that  there  is  one  line  on  which  this  Society,  if  its  policy  could  be  carried 
out,  would  certainly  prove  of  benefit  to  the  trade,  and  that  is  in  the  way 
of  interesting  the  public.  Give  them  an  example  of  what  we  are  doing 
and  what  we  can  do,  and  by  so  doing  we  will  not  only  advance  our  own 
interests  but  we  will  elevate  public  taste  and  public  character. 

Mr.  Graham  closed  by  assuring  his  hearers  that  his  hesitation  in 
entering  the  canvass  for  the  presidency  was  not  due  to  any  want  of 
appreciation  on  his  part  of  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  office,  but 
solely  to  his  high  estimate  of  its  responsibilities.  He  tendered  his 
cordial  acknowledgment  of  the  kindness  and  partiality  of  his  friends 
in  his  election. 

President  Scott  announced  the  election  of  Mr.  Farquhar  Macrae, 
of  Providence,  R.  I.,  as  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Macrae,  responding  to  a  call  from  the  Chair,  said:  I  accept 
the  office,  Mr.  President,  and  I  will  try  to  do  all  that  I  can  to  advance  the 
interests  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists. 

The  President  announced  the  election  of  Mr.  William  J.  Stewart 
as  Secretary  and  inquired  of  that  gentleman  whether  he  accepted  the 
office. 

Mr.  Stewart  replied:  Mr.  President  and  gentlemen,  I  accept,  and 
I  thank  you  for  this  renewed  proof  of  your  confidence.  I  will  improve 
the  opportunity  to  remind  you  that  it  takes  two  to  make  a  bargain  and 
make  it  successful.     I  pledge  you  that  I  shall  do  all  I  can  to  make  the 
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next  report  of  this  Society  a  big  and  favorable  one,  as  far  as  membership 
and  finances  are  concerned;  but  I  need  your  help,  I  cannot  do  it  alone. 
If  every  member  here  will  constitute  himself  a  committee  to  see  that  his 
neighbor  joins  the  Society  and  becomes  one  of  us  or,  if  he  is  an  old  mem- 
ber and  has  not  been  with  us,  that  he  comes  back,  I  think  that  we  shall 
put  the  Society  back  on  its  old  footing  with  a  showing  exceeding  the  best 
on  our  records. 

The  President  announced  the  election  of  Mr.  H.  B.  Beatty  as 
Treasurer,  and  made  the  formal  inquiry. 

Mr.  Beatty  replied:  Yes,  sir;  I  do  accept,  and  thank  you  all  very 
much.     [Applause.] 

Mr.  J.  M.  Gasser:  I  move  that  Mr.  Beatty's  election  be  made 
unanimous. 

Mr.  Eawson:  Is  not  that  a  little  out  of  order?  Were  not  these 
votes  final?  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  make  the  elections  unanimous.  I 
ask  that  question. 

Mr.  Gasser's  motion  was  carried  with  applause,  and  Mr.  Raw- 
son's  inquiry  was  not  answered. 

WHAT    HAS    BEEN    ACCOMPLISHED    BY   THE    CARNATION    SOCIETY? 

The  Society  here  listened  to  the  reading  of  a  paper  on  the  above 
subject  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Shelmire,  of  Avondale,  Pa. 

Mr.  Shelmire  was  introduced  by  the  President  and  coi'dially  re- 
ceived.    His  paper  was  as  follows  : 

At  a  preliminary  meeting  held  in  Philadelphia  Oct.  15,  1891,  at 
which  the  American  Carnation  Society  had  its  birth,  the  following  pre- 
amble set  forth  the  objects  of  the  new  Society. 

"1. — To  increase  the  general  interest  in  the  cultivation  and  consump- 
tion of  the  carnation. 

"2 — To  improve  the  standard  of  excellence  of  the  flowers. 

"3. — To  improve  the  methods  of  cultivation  and  the  methods  of  jDlac- 
ing  it  on  the  market. 

"4. — To  increase  its  use  as  a  decorative  flower. 

"5. — To  improve  the  methods  of  growing  rooted  cuttings  and  plants, 
as  well  as  marketing  the  same. 

"G. — To  infuse  into  the  grower  a  more  thorough  understanding  of  the 
general  rules  of  successful  business  management. 

"7. — To  properly  supervise  the  nomenclature. 
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"8. — To  stimulate  the  growing  of  new  seedlings  and  crosses  by  a  sys- 
tem of  exhibitions  and  awarding  valuable  prizes." 

In  these  declarations  we  have  the  aim  and  purposes  of  the  Society, 
and  I  am  asked  to  prove  whether  it  has  fulfilled  its  mission,  and  to  show 
whether  there  was  any  reason  that  it  should  have  been  called  into  being. 

That  the  general  interest  in  the  carnation  has  largely  increased  there 
can  be  no  doubt.  The  fact  is  self  evident  and  patent  to  every  one.  It  is 
seen  on  every  hand  where  flowers  are  used.  And  the  improvement  in 
the  quality  has  exceeded  our  most  sanguine  expectations,  admitting  at 
the  same  time  that  the  ideal  of  John  Thorpe  has  not  as  yet  been  realized. 
A  person's  horizon  is  necessarily  limited;  confined  as  it  usually  is,  within 
the  narrow  limits  of  his  own  immediate  neighborhood  and  business. 
But  within  my  own  observation  the  carnation  has  made  a  vast  stride 
since  1890.  At  that  time  a  great  many  flowers  were  marketed  without 
stems,  and  from  six  to  eight  inches  was  considered  long  enough  for  the 
longest  stems  of  those  days.  No  attempt  was  made  to  sort  them  into 
o-rades;  good  and  indifferent  alike  were  packed  loosely  in  a  box,  and  thus 
shipped  to  market.  Disbudding  was  not  attempted,  and  the  flowers  ran 
much  smaller  in  size.  In  the  matter  of  cultivation  not  near  the  attentioa 
was  given  that  there  is  at  the  present  time.  Many  growers  never  staked 
at  all,  and  those  who  did  used  wooden  stakes  almost  exclusively.  It  is 
safe  to  say  that  the  general  run  of  carnation  flowers  grown  and  marketed 
six  years  ago  would  hardly  find  sale  over  the  retail  counter  today. 

The  greatest  care  is  now  taken  in  their  cultivation.  The  plants  are 
staked,  groomed  and  plumed  as  carefully  as  any  thoroughbred,  which  in- 
deed they  are.  Disbudding  is  the  rule.  Stems  must  be  twelve,  eighteen, 
twenty  and  twenty-four  inches  in  length,  and  the  flower  approaching 
three  inches  in  diameter  or  it  is  not  first-class.  Double  extras  will  often 
average  over  that  size.  There  has  been  a  great  improvement  in  their 
preparation  for  shipment.  The  finest  grades  are  often  packed  as  carefully 
in  layers  as  roses,  but  the  bulk  of  the  flowers  are  now  bunched  in  twenty- 
fives  and  tied  neatly  at  the  ends  of  the  stems.  I  think  the  dealers  prefer 
this  latter  method  as  it  makes  less  handling,  and  so  far  as  my  observa- 
tion goes,  they  carry  quite  as  well  as  when  laid  out  separately.  Now, 
too  o-rading  is  faithfully  attended  to  by  the  careful  grower,  and  his  ob- 
ject is  to  produce  as  many  first-class  and  extra  blooms  as  possible. 

But,  in  order  to  look  beyond  my  own  limited  vision,  I  sent  out  a 
number  of  letters  of  inquiry  to  wholesale  dealers  in  the  larger  cities,  to 
those  whom  I  knew  dealt  largely  in  carnations.  Their  replies  were  in- 
teresting and  instructive,  and  following  I  will  produce  a  few  extracts 
from  them  if  the  writers  will  pardon  me  for  thus  using  their  names: 

Wm.  Scott,  Buffalo,  IST.  Y.:  "The  popularity  of  the  carnation  with- 
in the  past  seven  years  has  been  marked;  in  fact  phenomenal.  "Where 
one  hundred  good  carnations,  long  stemed,  were  sold  in  Buffalo  in  one 
day  ten  years  ago,  there  is  now  sold  ten  thousand,  which  is  100  to  1.  The 
quality  of  the  flowers  offered  today  is  remarkably  superior  to  that  of 
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seven  or  eight  years  ago.  I  caiiaot  attribute  either  the  popularity,  in- 
creased sale  or  improvement  of  the  flower  to  any  influence  that  the  Car- 
nation Society  has  had,  although  as  a  member  I  glory  in  its  work,  and 
it  doubtless  has  stimulated  many  florists  to  grow  a  better  article. 

"I  believe  our  National  Society,  and  with  it  our  local  shows,  have 
helped  largely  the  phenomenal  increase  in  our  business,  and  with  it  has 
marched  the  carnation  with  qualities  that  have  brought  her  to  the  ex- 
treme front  of  the  procession." 

H.  L.  Sunderbruch,  of  Cincinnati,  O.,  places  the  net  increase  of 
sales  since  1800  at  about  85  per  cent.  He  says:  "The  improvement  in 
quality  has  been  marked,  up  to  1894;  but  I  can  see  little  since  then.  As 
a  decorative  flower  there  has  been  a  material  increase.  The  Society  has 
been  quite  a  potent  factor  in  the  improvement.  Those  attending  the 
meetings  of  the  Society  would  return  home  enthusiasts  and  spread  the 
infection." 

Wm.  J.  Stewart,  Boston,  Mass.:  ''The  carnation  has  increased 
greatly  in  popularity  as  a  cut  flower  for  vases,  etc.,  since  1890.  I  can 
give  no  idea  as  to  the  number  sold  then  and  now,  but  do  not  think  the 
number  is  greatly  increased  as  enormous  quantities  of  short  stemmed 
flowers  were  sold  for  design  work,  bouquets,  etc.,  something  we  see 
little  of  now-a-days.  As  a  decorative  flower  I  cannot  say  that  the  use  of 
the  carnation  has  greatly  increased.  I  think  that  the  Carnation  Society 
and  its  work  are  largely  responsible  for  the  improvement  in  the  quality  of 
the  blooms  now  seen  on  the  market." 

Wm.  Dihm,  l^ew  York:  "The  increase  in  sales  has  been  5  to  1,  gold 
standard.  Quality  has  also  greatly  improved  since  1890.  Think  the  So- 
ciety has  had  little  or  no  influence.  To  keep  carnations  in  favor  grow 
good  ones  and  grow  them  well." 

C.  A.  Kuehn,  St.  Louis,  Mo.:  "Should  judge  that  the  popularity 
of  the  carnation  had  increased  since  1890  between  three  hundred  and  five 
hundred  per  cent.  Do  not  think  the  Carnation  Society  has  influenced 
the  improvement  and  popularity  of  the  carnation." 

C.  B.  Whitnall,  Milwaukee,  Wis.:  "The  increased  popularity  is 
due  to  the  improvement  of  the  stock  as  placed  upon  the  market.  The 
increase  has  been  marked.  I  think  there  are  fifty  per  cent  more  carna- 
tions sold  now  than  there  was  in  1890,  and  all  of  them  long  stems  now, 
while  then  over  half  of  them  were  short.  Its  increase  as  a  decorative 
flower  has  been  slow.  I  should  hardly  say  that  the  Carnation  Society  had 
any  influence;  but  the  enterprising  florists  have  accomplished  in  five 
years  by  means  of  the  co-operation  offered  by  the  Society,  what  would 
have  taken  three  times  as  long  to  have  accomplished  without  it." 

J.  M.  Gasser,  Cleveland,  O.:  "Since  1890  the  use  of  the  carnation 
has  increased  at  least  double,  both  for  decorating  purposes  and  as  a  cut 
flower.  The  quality  is  larger  and  finer.  The  increased  sales  are  not  due 
to  the  Society,  though  the  improvement  certainly  is." 
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Saral,  S.  Pennock,  Philadelphia,  Pa.:  "The  production  since  1890 
has  increased  ten  to  fifteen  times.  As  a  decorative  flower  the  increase 
has  not  been  marked.  I  have  no  doubt  but  the  Carnation  Societ}^  has 
been  a  help  to  a  certain  extent  in  the'improvement  and  popularity  by  its 
shows,  which  start  people  to  talking  about  the  varieties,  colors,  etc.  The 
main  reason  of  its  being  so  popular  is  its  cheapness,  good  keeping  quali- 
ties and  fragrance;  besides  being  a  beautiful  flower.  It  is  bound  to  in- 
crease in  favor,  and  is  a  flower  that  is  here  to  stay." 

E.  G.  Gillett,  Springfleld,  O.:  "The  increase  during  the  past  six 
years  is  something  wonderful,  and  is  caused  by  the  vast  improvement  in 
variety  and  in  the  manner  of  growing.  Quality  is  what  is  wanted. 
Fancy  stock  is  always  in  demand  and  at  good  prices.  The  quantity  now 
sold  has  certainly  been  doubled.  As  a  decorative  flower  it  stands  in  the 
lead.  The  Carnation  Society  has  had  much  to  do  with  the  popularity  of 
the  divine  flower.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  good  work  of  the  Society  the 
carnation  would  still  occupy  second  or  third  place  instead  of  first  as  it 
does  today." 

Dan'l  B.  Long,  Buffalo:  "No  doubt  an  increased  popularity  has 
resulted  within  the  past  five  years,  in  part  because  of  the  enterprise  of 
the  florists  in  competing  for  business  and  desiring  the  best  blooms  to 
offer,  and  a  response  to  the  same  by  growers,  in  improving  the  quality. 
The  increase  is  marked  over  the  use  of  roses,  though  I  question  whether 
it  may  continue  in  the  future.  For  decorating  their  use  has  no  doubt  in- 
creased.    The  Carnation  Society  has  helped  very  materially." 

1  would  not  be  so  foolish  as  to  claim  that  the  carnation  would  have 
made  no  advancement  whatever,  excepting  for  the  fostering  care  of  the 
National  Society.  But  the  testimony  given  above  points  clearly  to  the 
fact  that  the  advancement  has  been  not  only  marked  but  phenomenal  and 
unprecedented;  and  while  the  writers  do  not  fully  agree  on  this  point  I 
feel  justified  in  claiming  a  very  large  share  for  the  influence  of  the  Na- 
tional Carnation  Society. 

What  I  have  thus  far  said  refers  more  particularly  to  objects  1,  2,  3 
and  4,  set  forth  at  the  beginning  of  this  paper.  As  to  object  5,  it  is  not 
so  easy  to  prove  that  the  Society  has  had  any  marked  effect.  The 
method  of  growing  plants  has  improved,  and  there  is  no  doubt  all  florists 
understand  the  propagation  of  the  carnation  better  than  was  the  case  a 
few  years  ago.  There  is  also  more  care  taken  in  marketing  the  cuttings. 
Without  being  able  to  prove  it,  I  must  make  the  claim  that  the  Society, 
both  directly  by  essays  published,  and  indirectly  by  the  general  stimula- 
tion of  trade,  has  had  a  decided  tendency  to  improve  the  stock  placed 
upon  the  market.  As  to  object  6,  I  can  make  no  special  claim,  except- 
to  say  that  business  methods  are  improving  throughout  the  whole  trade, 
and  the  sentiment  in  the  Society  has  gone  forth  in  that  direction. 

The  supervision  of  the  nomenclature  of  the  carnation  has  been 
thorough  and  complete;  and  this  result  has  been  accomplished  mainly 
through  the  labors  of  Albert  M.  Herr,  present  Secretary  of  the  Society, 
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ably  seconded  by  the  committee  in  charge.  The  labor  connected  with 
this  work  has  been  great,  and  indeed,  continuous,  because  of  the  many 
new  kinds  asking  for  registration.  The  Society  is  so  important  to  this 
work  that  it  is  safe  to  say  it  would  not  be  done  at  all  excepting  under  its 
directions. 

Some  may  think  that  object  8  has  been  overdone;  that  is,  that  part 
of  it  that  refers  to  the  stimulation  of  growing  new  seedlings.  I  must  beg 
leave  to  differ.  It  is  true  there  is  an  enormous  number  of  new  seedlings 
continually  being  produced;  but  among  them  all  there  are  few  worthy  of 
extended  dissemination.  But  the  florist  raising  his  own  seedlings  will 
find  many  that  will  suit  his  peculiar  locality  and  situation  better  than  any 
brought  from  a  distance.  That  the  Society  has  stimulated  the  produc- 
tion of  seedlings  there  is  no  doubt;  but  it  has  also  set  its  standard  high, 
and  the  new  carnation  that  would  compete  for  national  honors  must  be 
something  very  superior  indeed  to  gain  the  coveted  prize. 

The  annual  shows  have  been  the  crowning  glory  of  the  Society. 
These  exhibits  have  been  a  revelation  to  their  respective  localities  where- 
ever  held.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  inspiration  for  improvement  has 
been  di'awn  very  largely  from  this  source. 

On  every  count  along  the  whole  line  I  claim  the  I^ational  Carnation 
Society  can  mark  advancement.  The  influence  has  been  as  the  leaven 
of  the  loaf;  subtle  but  far  reaching.  'No  one  can  attend  a  yearly  meet- 
ing and  go  away  without  feeling  a  resolve  to  improve  his  methods,  grow 
better  carnations  in  the  futui*e,  and  instruct  his  neighbors  to  do  likewise. 
The  yearly  reports  of  the  work  of  the  Society  contain  priceless  informa- 
tion to  the  carnation  grower.  The  essays  that  have  been  read  at  the 
annual  meetings  have  been  practical  and  valuable  contributions  to  the 
trade.  I  would  refer  particularly  to  the  various  papers  on  the  diseases  of 
the  carnation,  contributed  by  several  professors  who  made  this  subject  a 
special  study.  It  is  of  course  true  that  these  things  might  have  been 
laid  before  florists  in  due  time;  but  it  is  very  doubtful  if  they  would  have 
reached  the  trade  as  soon  or  in  so  forcible  a  manner. 

To  sum  up  the  whole  matter  it  seems  to  me  that  the  American  Car- 
nation Society  can  give  abundant  evidence  to  prove  the  necessity  of  its 
creation.  Its  progress  has  been  along  the  lines  of  practical  usefulness, 
not  only  to  the  individual  members,  but  to  the  growers  at  large. 

Its  perpetuation  depends  upon  whether  the  superstructure  shall  be 
reared  upon  the  same  broad  lines  already  well  established  in  the  founda- 
tion. I  take  the  broad  ground  that  association  is  necessary  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  any  calling.  Such  occupations  as  are  so  organized  will  be 
found  to  be  the  most  progressive  and  successful.  The  free  dissemina- 
tion of  information  is  of  material  advantage  to  all,  and  results  in  a 
decided  improvement  and  an  advancement  in  the  entire  trade.  The 
time  has  gone  by  when  the  florist  who  thinks  he  has  a  good  thing,  locks 
his  door  and  attempts  to  keep  that  pretended  secret  to  himself.  I  tell 
you  he  locks  out  more  than  he  locks  in.     [Applause.]    The  trade  can  get 
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along  very  well  without  his  little  secret  (if  he  has  any) ,  much  better  than 
he  can  get  along  without  the  information  secured  through  association. 
The  man  who  shuts  himself  up  in  his  shell  is  not  the  most  progressive 
man  in  the  world,  and  by  no  means  the  most  successful. 

I  don't  know  that  I  should  touch  on  the  spectre  of  over-production, 
which  seems  to  be  feared  by  many.  That  question  seems  hardly  within 
the  province  of  this  paper.  Still  it  is  said  that  all  this  stimulation  leads 
to  over-production,  and  finally  ruin.  I  don't  believe  a  word  of  it.  There 
is  no  such  thing  as  over-production ;  we  cannot  have  too  much  of  a  good 
thing.  It  is  the  lazy,  shiftless  florist,  he  who  neglects  his  business,  the 
man  who  knows  it  all,  the  fellow  that  grows  poor  stuff,  the  man  who 
locks  the  door,  that  is  overwhelmed  by  over-production.  [Applause.] 
I  do  not  believe  there  ever  will  be  enough  first-class  carnations  in  these 
United  States  to  go  round;  and  such  stock  will  always  command  a  fair 
remunerative  price. 

We  are  passing  through  what  are  called  hard  times.  In  spite  of  these 
hard  times  the  florists  trade,  and  carnation  growing  in  particular,  has 
made  prodigious  strides.  My  belief  is  that  "when  the  clouds  roll  by," 
and  the  American  people  once  more  get  their  bearings,  when  prosperity 
returns  (which  it  is  bound  to  do),  there  will  not  be  enough  glass  in  the 
country  to  supply  the  demand  at  a  fair  price  for  all  that  is  good,  true  and 
beautiful  in  the  way  of  flowers — carnations  included. 

The  President  (when  the  applause  which  followed  the  reading 
of. the  interesting  paper  had  subsided),  stated  that  the  subject  was 
open  for  discussion. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Coles,  of  Kokomo,  lud.,  moved  that  a  vote  of  thanks 
be  tendered  to  Mr.  Shelmire  for  his  very  able  paper. 

The  motion  was  adopted  and  Mr.  Shelmire  returned  thanks. 

Mr.  Thomas  Gunson,  of  the  Agricultural  College  of  Michigan: 
The  Carnation  Society  has  demonstrated  its  usefulness.  My  honest,  ear- 
nest wish  is  that  it  will  continue  its  work  well.  What  it  has  accom- 
plished since  1890  is  little  short  of  a  revolution  in  flower  growing,  prin- 
cipally with  respect  to  the  flower  itself.  At  the  same  time  I  fear  that  the 
only  object  that  florists  are  attempting  to  accomplish  is  to  satisfy  the 
aesthetic  taste  of  the  public  with  regard  to  what  is  called  perfection  in 
flowers.  This  hastening  process  has  been  done  somewhat  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  constitution  of  the  plant  itself.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
experience  of  my  friend  (Mr.  Shelmire)  has  been  in  carnations,  but  I 
can  assure  you  that,  with  me  at  least,  the  plant  itself  is  beset  with  dis- 
eases such  as  we  did  not  have  prior  to  1890.  The  work  of  the  Carnation 
Society  could  not  be  put  to  a  better  purpose  than  that  of  disseminating 
information  in  regard  to  the  best  methods  of  combating  these  many 
diseases. 
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I  would  particularly  mention,  in  connfection  with  this,  the  work  that 
has  been  done  at  the  Experiment  Station  in  Indiana  by  a  gentleman 
there  who  spent  years  of  toil  and  arduous  labor  to  bring  to  the  carnation 
growers  a  better  appreciation  of  their  work  and  to  enable  them  to  have  a 
better  understanding  of  the  anatomy  of  the  plant  itself.  Not  only  with 
respect  to  the  latest  diseases  that  beset  the  carnation  everywhere  (I 
refer  to  bacteria  and  fungus) ,  but  upon  other  points  of  value  a  mass  of 
material  has  been  collected  there  that  would  be  of  benefit  to  the  trade  if 
read  at  some  of  your  meetings.  I  venture  to  suggest  that  something  be 
done  at  a  future  meeting  of  this  Society  by  which  the  various  methods 
and  recent  experiments  carried  on  at  the  Stations  may  be  placed  in  a 
proper  light  before  those  who  are  interested  in  the  grandest  work  in 
which  the  flower  grower  could  be  engaged. 

"what  has  been  accomplished   by  the  chrysanthemum   society." 

The  President  here  called  for  the  next  paper  in  order  according 
to  the  program,  the  subject  of  which  was:  "What  has  been  Ac- 
complished by  the  Chrysanthemum  Society."  He  stated  that  the 
author  of  the  paper,  Mr.  Elijah  A.  Wood,  of  West  Newton,  Mass., 
was  not  present,  but  that  the  paper  had  been  received  and  would  be 
read  by  Secretary  Stewart. 

The  paper  was  read  as  follows  : 

In  order  to  properly  handle  this  subject  and  present  to  you  the  re- 
sults of  the  work  of  the  Chrysanthemum  Society  of  America,  it  will  be 
far  better  to  glance  back  at  the  conditions  surrounding  the  Queen  of 
Autumn  and  her  devotees  before  the  formation  of  that  organization. 
The  chrysanthemum  began  its  triumphal  march  toward  popular  favor  in 
America  in  the  early  80's  and  advanced  very  rapidly.  In  1884  the  impor- 
tation and  dissemination  of  a  number  of  novel  and  meritorious  varieties 
gave  it  quite  an  impetus  and  proved  to  the  florists  that  the  public  was 
carefully  watching  for  new  forms  and  colors.  Seedlings  had  been  grown 
in  this  country,  long  before  this  period,  but  only  on  a  small  scale,  and 
nothing  remarkable  had  been  produced.  The  remarkable  success  scored 
by  the  novelties  placed  upon  the  market  in  1884-5,  led  a  few  American 
growers  to  experiment  with  seedlings,  and  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two 
new  novelties  were  offered  from  many  different  sources.  Importations 
from  Japan  continued  to  flow  upon  us.  These  came  unnamed  and  were 
also  shipped  to  England  and  France  at  about  the  same  time,  and  were  of 
course  called  by  different  names  in  all  three  places,  and  a  year  or  two 
later  we  would  again  purchase  the  same  varieties  that  we  already  had 
under  the  name  or  names  that  they  had  received  in  either  or  both  of 
those  countries.  New  varieties  appeared  with  wonderful  rapidity,  and  it 
was  quickly  seen  by  many  of  the  growers  that  something  must  be  done 
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to  prevent  the  duplication  of  names  and  the  foisting  upon  the  public  of  a 
large  number  of  inferior  varieties.  Novelties  were  at  this  time  sold  at 
large  prices,  and  the  proportion  of  meritorious  ones  was  quite  small.  A 
grower  who  succeeded  in  securing  two  first-class  varieties  out  of  ten 
which  he  had  purchased  at  the  rate  of  SI  each,  considered  himself  very 
fortunate. 

Such  was  the  condition  in  1888.  Murmurings  of  disapproval  were 
heard  on  every  side,  and  in  the  issue  of  the  American  Florist  of  Jan. 
1,  1889,  a  call  was  made,  "for  the  formation  of  an  American  Chrysan- 
themum Society,  in  order  that  some  organized  action  might  be  taken, 
owing  to  the  rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  novelties,  to  avoid  a  hope- 
less muddle  in  their  nomenclature,  and  means  taken  to  eliminate  dupli- 
cates and  inferior  varieties."  This  was  followed  in  the  next  issue  by  a  letter 
from  Mr.  John  Thorpe,  iu  which  he  advocated  the  formation  of  a  chry- 
santhemum society,  and  enumerated  the  diiferent  demands  for  such  an 
organization;  the  principal  work  being  the  proper  classification  and  no- 
menclature, and  a  general  supervision  of  novelties.  Consequently  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists 
held  at  Buffalo,  January  15,  1889,  it  was  decided  to  call  a  meeting  of 
those  interested  in  the  organization  of  a  National  Chrysanthemum 
Society,  for  the  afternoon  of  the  first  day  of  the  August  meeting,  and 
Mr.  John  Thorpe  was  appointed  a  committee  to  secure  the  co-operation 
of  others  and  formulate  a  plan  of  organization  to  be  submitted  to  the 
meeting  at  that  time.  The  meeting  was  held  according  to  program,  a 
lai'ge  attendence  of  the  florists  at  the  convention  being  present  at  the 
launch  into  existence  of  the  National  Chrysanthemum  Society,  manned 
by  the  following  officers:  President,  John  Thorpe;  vice-president, 
Willliam  K.  Harris;  secretary,  Edwin  Lonsdale;  treas-urer,  John  Lane. 

The  Society  immediately  took  hold  of  its  work,  and  requested  that  all 
disseminators  and  growers  of  seedlings  should  register  the  names  of  their 
novelties  with  the  secretary  of  the  oi'ganization  before  placing  them  upon 
the  market.  This  would  prevent  duplication  of  both  names  and  varieties. 
This  met  with  very  fair  success,  most  of  the  disseminators  availing  them- 
selves of  the  privilege  of  registering.  They  next  published  a  catalogue' 
of  the  varieties  then  in  cultivation,  giving  the  names  of  the  cross-fertili- 
zer and  disseminator  when  possible,  and  properly  classifying  them.  This 
was  found  to  be  necessary,  there  being  held  many  exhibitions  where 
blooms  and  plants  were  shown  under  classes,  such  as  Japanese,  Chinese, 
Pompons,  etc.,  and  a  classification  that  was  authoritative  was  needed,  for 
disputes  were  of  often  occurrence  at  these  exhibitions  as  to  what  class  a 
certain  variety  might  belong,  some  growers  showing  it  in  one  class  and 
others  in  another. 

In  1893,  at  the  annual  meeting  held  at  St.  Louis,  the  name  was 
changed  to  "The  Chrysanthemum  Society  of  America,"  it  being  thought 
that  the  Society  in  England  bearing  the  name  "The  National  Chrysan- 
themum Society,"  there  might  be  some  confusion,  and  the  English  society 
being  so  much  older,  it  had  a  prior  right  to  that  name. 
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While  the  Society  had  already  done  much  good  work  yet  the  one 
thing  that  seemed  the  most  necessary,  that  is,  the  placing  of  the  Society's 
approval  or  disapproval  upon  seedlings  and  new  introductions  before 
their  dissemination  had  not  been  accomplished.  Premiums  were  offered 
by  the  different  societies  all  over  the  country  at  their  fall  exhibitions  for 
seedlings,  and  large  numbers  were  exhibited  at  these  shows.  Judges 
were  procured  and  these  premiums  were  awarded.  It  is  probable  that 
the  best  judges  that  were  obtainable  were  secured,  but  too  often  they 
were  either  incompetent  or  too  generous,  and  after  the  prizes  were 
awarded  a  large  number  of  certificates  of  merit  were  passed  around, 
consequently  many  worthless  varieties  would  each  year  be  offered  to  the 
public  with  glowing  descriptions  to  induce  the  progressive  florist  to  part 
with  his  hard  earned  coin.  Certificates  of  merit  began  to  fall  into  dis- 
repute, and  the  people  began  to  buy  only  prize  winners.  But  this  did 
not  help  matters,  for  often  a  cup  winner  at  a  small  show  would  be  very 
much  inferior  to  a  loser  at  a  large  exhibition.  This  matter  was  freely 
discussed  at  the  different  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  plan  after  plan  was 
presented  only  to  be  given  up  as  impracticable.  At  last  at  the  meeting 
held  at  Atlantic  City  in  August,  1894,  the  plan  of  having  a  committee  of 
three  in  five  or  six  of  the  larger  cities  to  judge  once  a  week  or  oftener  if 
they  desired,  and  have  these  dates  published  in  the  trade  journals,  and 
judge  whatever  seedlings  might  be  forwarded  to  them,  was  adopted. 
Judges  were  appointed,  and  men  of  integrity  and  the  necessary  knowl- 
edge of  the  chrysanthemum,  selected.  With  many  misgivings  on  the  part 
of  some  of  the  members  the  plan  was  given  a  trial  in  the  fall  of  '94.  The 
work  of  that  year  proved  it  to  be  an  unqualified  success,  and  it  was  again 
carried  out  in  the  fall  of  '95,  with  the  exception  that  a  scale  of  points  for 
judging  was  adopted  by  the  Society  and  given  a  trial  by  these  committees. 

Such  has  been  the  work  performed  by  the  Chrysanthemum  Society 
of  America,  and  much  valuable  time  and  labor  has  been  spent  by  a  few 
enthusiasts  in  carrying  it  out.  Now  what  has  it  all  accomplished?  Ask 
of  the  raisers  of  seedlings  throughout  our  land.  Ask  of  the  dissemina- 
tors of  the  country.  Ask  of  the  gardeners  and  florists,  who  have  care- 
fully kept  posted  upon  the  doings  of  the  Society.  Ask  of  all  these  and 
receive  their  answers.  It  seems  to  us  that  it  might  have  been  far  better 
to  have  placed  this  subject  in  the  hands  of  one  of  these  than  those  of  one 
who  had  been  so  actively  and  closely  connected  with  this  work. 

But  in  drawing  to  a  close  we  will  briefly  state  what  advantages  all 
might  have  obtained  from  the  reports  of  the  secretary  which  have  been 
published  from  time  to  time  in  the  trade  journals.  The  Society  brought 
together  chrysanthemum  enthusiasts  from  the  different  parts  of  the 
country,  that  they  might  interchange  ideas,  and  work  as  a  unit  for  the 
advancement  of  the  Queen  of  Autumn.  It  has  given  to  the  public  from 
time  to  time  a  correct  list  of  synonymous  names  with  full  descriptions, 
so  that  no  grower  need  purchase  a  variety  that  he  already  possesses  under 
a  different  name,  or  grow  two  varieties  that  are  identical.     It  has  ap- 
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pointed  judges  of  known  integrity  at  shows  that  were  held  where  no 
known  authority  resided  in  the  immediate  neighborhood.  It  has  by  its 
system  of  judging  seedlings,  placed  its  approval  or  disapproval  upon  new 
varieties  before  their  dissemination.  So  important  and  successful  was 
this  action  that  on  every  side  is  heard  the  remark,  "It  was  a  grand  move, 
and  it  has  been  well  done."  Although  this  work  has  been  in  operation 
but  two  years  a  prominent  disseminator  told  me  that  if  a  seedling  had 
not  been  awarded  a  certificate  of  the  Chrysanthemum  Society  of  America 
it  might  as  well  be  thrown  into  the  rubbish  heap,  for  it  was  a  waste  of 
money  to  attempt  to  advertise  it.  The  judging  is  done  carefully  and  by 
competent  and  upright  men,  and  they  have  unselfishly  given  many  val- 
uable hours  for  the  good  of  all. 

A  glance  for  a  moment  will  show  how  the  new  varieties  placed  upon 
the  market  were  increasing  and  how  quickly  they  dropped  when  the 
Society  began  to  award  its  certificates. 

There  were  disseminated  in  1889    36  varieties, 

"  1890    73  " 

"  1891  124 

"  1892  206  " 

"  1893  215  " 

"  1894  172  " 

"  1895  153  " 

"  1896  123  " 

Of  those  disseminated  during  1891,  1892,  and  1893  many  were  worth- 
less, but  with  the  placing  of  certificates  upon  worthy  varieties  by  the 
Society  the  inferior  varieties  were  never  heard  of. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  A.  Manda  a  vote  of  thanks  by  the  Society 
was  tendered  to  Mr.  Wood  for  his  very  able  paper. 

"COMMERCIAL    LAW    AS    APPLICABLE    TO    OUR    BUSINESS." 

The  paper  which  came  last  on  the  program  for  the  morning  ses- 
sion was  by  Hon.  C.  W.  Hoitt,  of  Nashua,  N.  H.,  on  the  subject  of 
"Commercial  Law  as  Applicable  to  our  Business." 

In  the  absence  of  Judge  Hoitt,  the  paper  was  read  by  Mr.  Benj. 
Hammond,  who  came  forward  to  the  platform  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
ing better  heard.     The  paper  was  as  follows  : 

The  technical  definition  of  commercial  law  being  those  branches 
of  the  law  which  relate  to  the  rights  of  property  and  relations  of  persons 
engaged  in  commerce,  (Bouvier's  Law  Diet.)  it  is  an  exceedingly  broad 
subject  to  discuss  in  the  short  time  usually  allotted  by  the  Convention  to 
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any  subject.  While  the  principles  and  tenets  are  the  same  whether  ap- 
plied to  one  branch  of  business  or  to  another,  yet  there  are  perhaps  cer- 
tain branches  which  are  more  commonly  applied  to  florists  or  would  be  in 
more  common  use  by  them.  To  such  branches  I  will  now  more  particu- 
larly give  my  attention,  wishing  it  understood  that  any  of  which  I  do  not 
speak,  I  do  not  pass  over  silently  as  not  being  branches  of  commercial 
law,  but  simply  speak  of  those  more  prominently  applicable  to  your 
business. 

It  might  be  well  at  the  outset  to  call  your  attention  to  the  two 
branches  of  law,  to-wit:  common  law  and  statutory  law,  into  which  all 
law  is  divided.  The  former  founded  on  the  English  law  which  was  in 
force  at  the  time  we  declared  our  independence  and  which  our  courts 
have  since  promulgated  in  their  decisions,  rendered  both  as  to  the  inter- 
pretation of  certain  statutes  as  well  as  applicable  to  certain  facts  and 
conditions  submitted  to  them  for  their  consideration.  The  latter  or 
statutory  law  is  that  which  has  been  "made"  or  enacted  for  us  by  our 
own  law  makers  either  in  Congress  assembled  or  in  our  State  legislatures, 
in  either  case  by  our  representatives  or  agents,  to  whom  we  have  directly 
or  indirectly  delegated  the  authority  and  power  so  to  do.  From  such 
sources  do  we  get  our  laws.  In  this  connection  I  might  add  that  "cus- 
tom" which  has  been  established  or  which  has  grown  into  use  in  any 
branch  of  business  is  considered  as  one  source  also  of  the  common  law, 
i.  e.,  such  a  usage  as  by  common  consent  and  uniform  practice  has  be- 
come the  law  of  the  place  or  of  the  subject  matter  to  which  it  relates. 
So  that,  "when  a  contract  is  made  in  relation  to  another  about  which 
there  is  an  established  custom,  such  custom  is  understood  as  forming 
part  of  the  contract,  and  may  always  be  referred  to  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  the  intention  of  the  parties  in  all  those  particulars  which  are 
not  expressed  in  the  contract."  Such  custom  must  be  known  and  es- 
tablished, so  well  settled  and  uniformly  acted  upon  as  to  raise  a  fair  pre- 
sumption that  it  was  known  to  the  contracting  parties,  and  that  they 
contracted  in  reference  to  it  and  in  conformity  to  it.  Again,  common 
law  is  usually  based  on  good  "common  sense."  Technicalities,  formerly 
so  closely  tied  to,  are  eliminated  as  far  as  possible  in  the  modern  practice, 
not  wholly  so,  however,  as  such  would  be  impracticable.  The  courts  in 
the  consideration  of  cases  brought  to  their  attention  look  upon  such  from 
all  sides,  calmly,  dispassionately,  having  no  knowledge  of  the  parties, 
either  as  friends  or  otherwise,  and  with  the  aid  of  the  precedents  es- 
tablished in  other  causes,  and  as  solved  by  other  minds,  draw  their  con- 
clusions, sometimes  seeming  to  clash  with  our  own  views  and  judgment, 
especially  if  we  get  such  decisions  from  ordinary  newspaper  reports. 

The  general  principles  of  commercial  law  every  business  man 
should  know.  The  knowledge  of  those  principles  is  attainable  in  various 
ways,  by  business  intercourse,  from  the  books,  from  lawyers,  from  the 
courts,  and  I  might  add,  from  the  newspapers,  though  the  "law"  fur- 
nished or  cited  by  many  newspapers  is  incorrectly  stated  and  misleading. 


78  PROCEEDINGS   OF  TWELFTH   CONVENTION, 

Ignorance  of  the  law  excuses  no  man.  In  law,  as  in  any  science,  a  little 
knowledge  is  a  dangerous  thing.  The  advice  of  one  having  a  smattering 
of  legal  information  coupled  with  a  "big  bump"  of  self-esteem  is  often 
dangerous  and  costly,  dangerous  in  following  as  liable  to  mislead  and  to 
get  one  into  trouble,  and.  costly  in  getting  out  of  the  trouble  into  which 
one  has  been  led  by  the  poor  advice. 

Again,  knowledge  of  the  law  is  necessary  for  one  to  protect  himself 
and  preserve  his  rights,  not  for  the  purpose,  as  used  by  some,  to  see  how 
closely  one  can  hew  to  the  line  and  escape  trouble.  If  you  will  now  bear 
with  me  for  a  while  I  will  discuss  a  few  of  the  leading  subjects  separately 
and  will  begin  with  that  of 

Master  and  Servant.  Such  is  the  term  as  used  in  law;  while  there 
is  nothing  servile  imparted  by  the  word  servant,  it  does  mean  that  there 
is  a  right  in  one  to  direct  the  conduct  of  another.  Whenever  the  right 
of  direction  exists  there  is  the  relation  of  master  and  servant.  The  two 
classes  now  recognized  in  this  country  are  the  employer,  and  hired  ser- 
vants or  employees,  and  apprentices.  "The  relation  of  master  and  ser- 
vant rests  altogether  upon  contract.  The  one  is  bound  to  render  the 
service  and  the  other  to  pay  the  stipulated  consideration,"  The  servant 
if  hired  for  a  specific  term  should  work  out  that  term;  the  master  should 
be  holden  to  pay  for  such  labor;  but  for  "immoral  conduct,  willful  diso- 
bedience or  habitual  neglect,"  the  servant  maybe  discharged  before  such 
time  has  expired  and  the  master  not  be  holden  for  such  time;  the  ser- 
vant is  not  compelled  to  work  out  his  term  if  the  master  fails  to  carry  out 
his  contract,  subjects  the  sei-vant  to  undue  hardship  or  abuse,  jeop- 
ardizes the  servant's  life  or  limb  continuously  or  so  conducts  his  busi- 
ness as  to  injure  the  servant  in  reputation  or  health.  The  servant  if 
leaving  before  his  time  expires  is  liable  for  whatever  damages  he  may 
cause  to  his  employer  by  such  refusal  to  work  and  the  master  in  turn  is 
holden  for  his  refusal  without  cause  to  live  up  to  his  contract.  Their  re- 
lations are  mutual  and  reciprocal.  Of  apprentices  we  have  but  few  cases 
at  this  time,  compared  to  former  years,  and  the  law  pretaining  to  the 
same  is  decidedly  local  in  its  forms  and  applications.  The  liability  of  the 
master  for  the  malfeasance  or  misfeasance  of  the  servant,  I  will  not 
discuss.  I  will  simply  say  such  a  liability  does  exist  in  many  cases  and 
often  is,  to  employers  of  large  numbers,  exceedingly  troublesome  and 
costly. 

Contracts.  Chancellor  Kent  defines  a  contract  as  an  agreement  of 
two  or  more  persons,  upon  sufficient  consideration  to  do  or  not  to  do  a 
particular  thing.  Every  contract,  valid  in  law,  is  made  between  parties 
having  sufficient  understanding  and  age,  and  freedom  of  will,  for  the 
given  case.  Under  the  old  law,  the  contracts  of  married  women  were 
held  null  and  of  no  account;  now,  in  nearly  all  the  states,  women  may 
hold  property,  make  contracts,  sue  and  be  sued,  and  generally  do  and 
carry  on  business  the  same  as  men.  Persons  of  unsound  mind  cannot 
contract,  though  sanity  is  presumed  until  the  contrary  is  shown.     The 
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consideration  is  another  material  element.  There  must  be  something 
given  in  exchange  or  something  as  an  inducement  to  the  contract,  which 
must  be  lawful  and  competent  in  value  to  sustain  the  assumption.  Such 
applies  to  all  contracts  not  under  seal,  with  one  or  two  exceptions.  If, 
however,  the  contract  grows  immediately  out  of  an  illegal  or  an  immoral 
act,  a  court  will  not  enforce  it.  It  must  be  a  lawful  consideration  and 
not  repugnant  to  law  or  sound  policy,  or  good  morals.  Again,  if  the 
consideration  be  part  good  and  part  bad,  and  they  have  so  intermingled 
that  the  good  cannot  be  separated  from  the  bad,  the  whole  contract  will 
be  voided. 

Certain  contracts  like  those  in  general  restraint  of  trade  are  held  no^ 
good.  If  a  contract  is  made  which  totally  prohibits  the  carrying  on  of  a 
particular  business  within  a  State  it  is  void;  yet  a  person  may  contract 
not  to  go  into  the  florists'  business  for  a  certain  time  in  a  certain  place, 
and  there  being  some  consideration  for  such,  the  court  would  hold  the 
maker  to  his  contract  as  such  would  be  in  restraint  of  the  maker  of  the 
contract  only,  and  of  none  other,  as  others  could  carry  on  the  business 
meanwhile. 

Sales.  "A  sale  is  a  contract  for  the  transfer  of  property  from  one 
person  to  another  for  valuable  consideration."  Three  things  are  neces- 
sary to  make  it  valid,  viz.:  the  thing  sold,  the  price  and  the  contracting 
parties.  The  sale  of  personal  property  is  easily  consummated,  and  may 
be  made  by  simple  change  of  possession,  with  a  payment  or  agreement 
to  pay  the  consideration.  The  sale  of  real  estate  requires  more  formali- 
ties and  is  consummated  by  an  indenture  or  writing  fully  executed  in  con- 
formity with  the  laws  of  the  state  in  which  the  estate  is  situated,  not  of 
the  state  where  the  grantor  or  seller  may  live  or  happen  to  be  ;  that  is,  if 
the  land  is  in  Xew  York  and  the  owner  lives  in  Ohio,  the  deed  must  con- 
form to  the  requirements  of  the  New  York  law.  For  example,  a  deed  of 
land  in  Massachusetts  requires  but  one  witness  to  the  signature  of  the 
grantor,  while  in  New  Hampshire,  two  such  witnesses  are  required. 
Again,  in  some  states,  a  scroll  or  the  letters  L.  S.  inclosed  in  brackets 
after  the  signature  operate  as  a  seal,  while  in  others,  a  real  seal  must  be 
attached;  while  in  others  still,  no  seal  is  required  at  all,  unless  the  grantor 
be  a  corporation.  I  might  speak  of  other  technicalities  required  by  the 
local  law,  each  state  having  some  such  requisite  peculiar  to  itself.  To  a 
party  buying  real  estate  and  not  understanding  fully  the  law  of  the  local- 
ity in  which  the  property  is  situate,  I  can  only  advise  going  to  counsel 
who  do  know,  and  following  their  instructions.  By  all  means  insist  on  a 
full  compliance  with  every  and  all  of  the  requirements  of  the  local  law. 
Having  secured  a  proper  title,  have  the  indenture  of  sale,  or  the  deed 
properly  recorded  at  once,  as  delay  in  recording  often  causes  great  trouble 
to  the  purchaser,  and  is  correspondingly  expensive.  The  sale  of  personal 
property  as  before  stated,  is  a  comparatively  easy  matter  and  may  be 
wholly  informal  or  it  may  assume  phases  so  complex  and  mixed  that  it 
may  require  a  court  of  last  resort  to  decide  whether  it  is  or  is  not  a 
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complete  sale.  I  will  speak  of  a  few  phases  only,  for  a  full  discussion 
of  this  subject  would  require  a  treatise  of  at  least  a  large  volume  in  ex- 
panse. 

In  nearly  every  state  there  is  a  statutory  enactment  based  on  the 
English  statute  of  frauds  by  which  to  make  the  contract  of  sale  valid  in 
the  first  instance  according  to  statute  law,  there  must  be  a  delivery  or 
tender  of  it,  or  payment  or  tender  of  payment,  or  earnest  given,  or  a 
memorandum  in  writing  signed  by  the  party  to  be  charged;  and  if  noth- 
ing of  the  kind  takes  place,  it  is  no  contract,  and  the  owner  may  dispose 
of  his  goods  as  he  pleases.  Such  statutes  generally  apply  to  all  contracts 
above  a  certain  sum,  say  about  thirty  dollars.  I  might  add  that  the  seller 
seldom  takes  advantage  of  this  statute  as  by  so  attempting,  he  would 
quickly  fall  into  bad  odor  amongst  the  trade,  and  his  would-be  customers 
would  shun  and  avoid  such  a  dealer.  However,  to  make  assurance 
doubly  sure  have  your  contracts  written  out  and  explicitly  state  what  the 
contract  is. 

Eight  here  I  might  add  that  in  writing  contracts,  the  formal  features 
are  of  not  so  much  moment  and  account  as  that  they  may  contain  a  full 
and  complete  statement  of  all  the  conditions  and  stipulations  of  the 
agreement  entered  into,  as  a  court  attempts  to  get  at  what  the  contract- 
ing parties  mean  or  what  were  their  intentions,  rather  than  to  criticise 
the  formal  statements  and  features  of  the  articles.  Let  me  insist,  that  in 
reducing  your  agreements  to  writing,  that  all,  each  and  every  of  the  con- 
ditions and  stipulations  made  and  entered  into  be  set  forth  in  plain  and 
distinct  terms,  and  not  have  anything  understood  or  to  be  "made  right" 
later. 

The  agreement  of  one  to  pay  the  debt  of  another,  unless  made  in 
writing,  is  of  little  account  legally.  If  you  sell  A  a  'thousand  roses  on 
credit,  they  are  shipped  to  A  and  charged  to  him  ;  though  B  may  have 
said  to  you,  when  you  booked  the  order,  "if  A  doesn't  pay  for  these,  I 
will  do  so,"  yet  having  no  writing  from  B  guaranteeing  such  payment, 
such  a  promise  would  be  void  under  the  statute  of  frauds.  Should  B  say, 
"send  A  one  thousand  roses  and  charge  them  to  me,  B,"  and  you  do  so, 
then  on  shipment  send  B  a  statement  showing  you  have  sent  A  the  rose, 
and  charged  same  to  B,  he  will  be  holden. 

A  sale  should  be  at  once  followed  by  delivery;  the  delivery,  howevers 
may  be  delayed  until  the  goods  are  paid  for,  unless  there  is  an  agreement 
for  credit.  When  once  shipped,  and  the  goods  have  left  the  possession 
of  the  seller,  he  has  lost  his  lien  thereon,  unless  there  be  an  agreement 
that  the  goods  are  not  to  be  the  purchaser's  until  paid  for. 

We  have  also,  future  sales,  so  called,  agreements  to  deliver  at  a 
future  time;  for  example,  you  are  solicited  to  place  your  order  for  bulbs, 
to  be  delivered  in  October.  In  October  they  are  not  delivered  but  a  re- 
fusal is  made  to  deliver.  I  don't  suppose  you  could  compel  the  seller  to 
deliver  those  very  bulbs,  but  you  would  have  a  good  cause  of  action 
against  him  for  damages,  which  you  could  show  you  had  suffered  by  the 
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noncompliance  with  the  agreements,  on  the  part  of  the  seller.  On  the 
other  hand,  if  the  buyer  agrees  or  contracts  to  buy,  he  must  receive  the 
goods  and  pay  for  them.  In  all  cases,  articles  must  be  delivered  as  good 
as  represented. 

'  Right  here,  delivery  may  be  made  in  various  ways.  You  order  sup- 
plies of  a  Kevv  York  house  to  be  shipped  by  Adams'  Express.  When 
turned  over  to  the  express  company,  they  are  delivered  to  the  purchaser 
unless  there  is  a  special  agreement  to  deliver  at  your  place  of  business; 
the  same  would  apply  if  delivered  to  any  carrier  directed  by  you,  or  if 
delivered  to  such  carrier  as  custom  has  made  to  be  the  one  always  sent 
by,  unless  specifically  directed  to  the  contrary.  Again,  a  grower  in  Cal- 
ifornia may  ship  a  ton  of  sweet  pea  seed  to  Chicago,  taking  a  bill  of  la- 
ding; the  grower  sends  the  bill  of  lading  to  his  agent  in  Chicago  and  he, 
finding  a  purchaser,  turns  over  the  bill  of  lading  to  such  purchaser;  this 
would  be  a  good  delivery,  without  a  special  agreement,  otherwise.  After 
such  delivery  is  made,  the  goods  are  at  the  risk  of  the  purchaser  and  the 
seller,  showing  that  when  delivered  the  goods  were  of  good  quality  and 
up  to  representations,  would  be  absolved  from  all  damages  coming  or 
caused  later.  It  often  becomes  of  the  greatest  moment  as  to  whether 
there  has  been  a  delivery  or  not,  in  order  to  know  on  whom  the  loss 
falls.  Have  it  distinctly  stated  in  your  contracts  of  sale,  as  to  delivery 
and  thereby  oftentimes  avoid  litigation.  Many  other  acts  might  be  con- 
strued as  a  delivery  as  a  strict  matter  of  law,  hence  the  above  word  of 
caution. 

Insurance.  I  will  not  speak  of,  as  we  have  of  our  numbers  those 
who  have  made  special  investigations  and  study  on  this  subject,  whose 
advice  in  general  would  probably  be  of  as  much  value  as  any,  and  whose 
honesty  of  purpose  you  have  confidence  in  as  well. 

Partnership.  A  broad  subject  indeed,  and  one  should  look  well  into 
it  before  entering.  Like  a  church  fair,  comparatively  easy  and  inexpen- 
sive to  enter,  but  more  than  likely  to  be  expensive  and  troublesome  to 
come  out  of.  On  this  point,  however,  it  will  depend  wholly  on  the 
partners. 

The  local  laws  will  to  a  great  extent  control  a  partnership,  though 
there  are  certain  pi'inciples  which  everywhere  govern.  If  you  are  to 
form  a  partnership  have  the  agreements  each  and  all  explicitly  stated  and 
carefully  drawn.  Don't  forget  to  provide  for  an  equitable  dissolution, 
and  disposal  of  the  assets  and  good  will  or  business  of  the  firm.  Don't 
have  too  much  understood,  but  express  it  all  in  your  articles  of  agree- 
ment. Bear  in  mind  this,  that  if  you  enter  upon  a  business  with  another 
where  you  are  to  share  in  the  profits,  the  court  will  probably  hold  you  as 
a  partner,  and  say  you  should  also  suffer  the  losses  and  be  holden  for 
them,  and  this  oftentimes  is  a  dangerous  position  to  be  placed  in.  If 
you  hold  yourself  out  to  the  creditors  to  be  a  partner,  or  if  you  assume 
and  have  control  of  the  assets  and  treat  them  as  your  own,  the  court 
would  undoubtedly  hold  you  responsible  to  any  creditor  who  was  misled 
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by  3'our  course.  A  person  may  act  as  a  salesman  for  wages  based  upon 
the  profits  of  the  firm  and  having  a  written  contract  strictly  lived  up  to 
and  setting  forth  the  conditions,  and  such  salesman's  name  in  no  way 
appearing  in  the  firm  name,  he  could  not  ordinarily  be  holden.  So  far 
as  creditors  are  concerned,  one  partner  can  bind  the  firm  in  buying  goods, 
making  and  uttering  firm  notes  and  generally  obligating  the  firm  in  any 
business  transaction  which  would  be  connected  with  the  business  of  the 
firm.  The  firm  property,  in  turn,  is  holden  for  the  partnership  debts, 
and  it  cannot  be  held  for  the  payment  of  the  individual  debts  of  the  part- 
ners until  there  has  been  a  settlement  of  the  partnership  debts,  a  wind- 
ing up  of  the  partnership  affairs  and  an  adjustment  of  the  interests  of 
the  partners.  In  most  states  it  is  almost  impossible  to  reach  the  assets 
of  an  individual  to  satisfy  his  obligations  so  long  as  such  assets  are  con- 
nected with  a  partnership.  The  rights  of  partners  one  against  another 
are  separate,  and  while  one  partner  cannot  without  a  proper  dissolution 
take  out  his  whole  share  and  retire  from  the  firm  and  relieve  himself  of 
liabilities,  yet  he  can  bring  suit  against  his  partner  on  any  indebtedness 
from  such  partner  to  himself.  A  dissolution  for  cause  can  be  brought 
about  by  an  appeal  to  a  court  of  equity,  which  court  will  often  appoint  a 
receiver  to  take  the  assets  of  the  firm,  marshal  the  same  a;nd  when  con- 
verted into  cash,  pay  the  creditors,  and  then  hold  any  surplus  subject  to 
a  division  by  further  orders  from  the  court.  Yery  many  other  features 
peculiar  to  a  partnership  might  be  cited,  but  I  will  spare  you  with  the 
foregoing,  which  I  trust,  will  impress  on  you  the  fact  that  entering  into 
and  forming  a  partnership  means  a  great  deal. 

Bills  and  Notes.  No  branch  of  commercial  law  is  more  technical 
than  is  the  law  pertaining  to,  and  governing  this  subject.  I  might  add 
that  custom,  usage,  and  the  rules  established  by  banks  and  bankers  have 
become  recognized  as  the  law  by  our  courts  in  more  instances  than  can  be 
shown  in  any  other  branch.  The  increased  use  of  notes,  checks,  bills  of 
lading  and  other  "paper,"  in  lieu  of  actual  cash,  the  application,  use  and 
treatment  of  the  same  by  banks,  bankmen  and  merchants,  coupled  with 
the  convenience  and  ease  of  such  use  has  brought  about  the  adoption  of 
certain  rules  and  requirements  founded  on  a  fair,  and  equitable  basis 
which  have  gradually  ripened  from  the  technical  demands  of  some  bank 
insisting  on  certain  things  being  done  to  suit  certain  straight-laced  ac- 
countants, to  the  final  recognition  of  the  fitness  and  desirability  of  such  a 
prei-equisite  and  its  adoption  by  our  courts. 

We  have  negotiable  notes  and  those  which  are  not  negotiable.  Or- 
dinarily payable  in  cash  or  current  funds,  if  the  maker  desires  or  agrees 
to  pay  in  any  other  he  should  explicitly  state  so  in  the  note  before  he 
signs  it.  Again,  if  you  are  to  pay  in  a  certain  time,  set  forth  that  fact  in 
the  note.  It  can't  be  collected  before  it  is  due  then.  Again,  if  you  wish 
to  pay  it,  the  payee  need  not  accept  the  payment  until  it  is  due  if  he 
chooses  not  to  do  so.  In  some  jurisdictions  it  is  fixed  by  statute  that  a  de- 
mand note  is  due  within  a  certain  time,  so  far  as  endorsers  are  con- 
cerned, and  must  be  protested  in  a  certain  time  to  hold  such  endorsers. 


SOCIETY   or  AMERICAN   FLORISTS.  83 

Speaking  of  endorsers  leads  me  to  say  that  our  courts  are  more  and 
more  closely  holding  the  parties  as  makers  rather  than  endorsers.  It  is 
commonl}'  understood  that  a  person  signing  his  name  on  the  back  of  the 
note  is  an  endorser,  while  with  the  same  signature  on  the  face  of  the 
note,  he  would  be  treated  as  a  maker.  This  is  not  so  held  b}^  the  courts 
in  all  cases,  as  often  parties  signing  on  the  back  of  the  note  before  utter- 
ing the  same  are  held  makers.  When  you  sign  a  note  either  as  maker  or 
endorser,  be  prepared  to  satisfy  the  same,  as  your  signature  means  or 
should  mean  something  to  the  party  receiving  it.  If  you  don't  so  intend,, 
don't  so  advertise  it  by  your  action.  Endorsers,  as  such,  are  not  holden 
to  their  endorsement  unless  demand  be  made  either  by  holder  of  the 
note,  or  by  a  notary  public,  who,  in  case  of  non-payment,  protests  the: 
same  therefor;  all  which  must  be  done  immediately  when  the  note  is  due,- 
and  at  place  specified  in  the  note. 

A  promissory  note  payable  to  order  or  bearer,  passes  by  endorse- 
ment and  is  negotiable;  the  endorser  is  holden  thereby  or  not,  accord- 
ing to  his  endorsement,  the  simple  words  "without  recourse"  often  sav- 
ing a  deal  of  trouble.  A  negotiable  note  made  without  consideration  is  a 
dangerous  paper;  though  nothing  was  due  from  and  owing  by  the  maker 
to  the  payee,  yet  if  endorsed  over  to  an  innocent  purchaser  who  pays  for 
it,  the  maker  will  have  to  pay  the  note.  Don't  sign  any  notes  unless  you 
expect  to  pay  for  them  when  due.  Any  note  given  for  a  patent  ri<Tht,  in 
a  bunco  game,  or  for  any  other  "recreation,"  duly  endorsed  over  to  an 
innocent  purchaser  for  value,  can  be  collected,  unless  such  purchaser 
had  notice  and  knowledge  of  the  lack  of  consideration,  generally  a  diffi- 
cult fact  to  prove. 

I  will  pass  over  the  discussion  of  conditional  endorsements,  restric- 
tive endorsements  and  other  features  peculiar  to  notes,  as  lack  of  time 
forbids  a  further  consideration. 

In  this  connection  I  will  consider  the  subject  of  checks,  which  are 
simply  orders  on  a  bank  or  banking  house  to  pay  a  certain  sum,  a  simple, 
affair,  yet  often  productive  of  litigation,  negotiable,  subject  to  collection-^ 
in  some  cases,  by  parties  to  whom  no  right  exists  and  corresponding  loss 
to  rightful  owner,  yet  withal  a  convenieutaud  handy  means  for  tlie  trans- 
action of  business.  The  great  point  to  care  for  to  the  payee  is,  on  re- 
ceipt of  a  check  to  collect  the  same  at  once,  or,  generally  as  well,  have 
same  certified  by  the  bank  on  which  it  is  drawn.  If  a  delay  is  made,  the 
funds  of  the  maker  may  be  withdrawn,  attached  to  secure  another  debt, 
or  the  maker  may  die,  in  which  latter  case,  the  payer  would  have  no  au- 
thority to  pay  same.  A  check  is  no  payment  of  a  debt  unless  the  check 
is  paid. 

In  this  connection  allow  me  to  say  that  a  receipt  is  a  written  acknowl- 
edgment of  payment  of  money  or  delivery  of  a  chattel.  It  is  not 
treated  in  law  as  binding  or  conclusive.  It  is  a  piece  of  presumptive  evi- 
dence which  is  open  to  explanation.  If  on  a  settlement  of  account  be- 
tween us,  you  give  me  a  receipt  for  a  sum  certain  and  add  "in  full  of  all 
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accounts  to  date,"  and  later  you  discover  an  error,  the  fact  that  such 
words  do  appear,  does  not  estop  you  from  having  an  adjustment  of  the  same 
and  collecting  more,  if  an  error  has  been  so  made.  It  is  true  an  instru- 
ment of  much  higher  and  more  conclusive  diameter.  In  case  of  a  com- 
promise of  claims,  as  often  made,  have  that  fact  to  appear  and  have  a 
^release  drawn  and  executed  under  seal. 

I  will  not  discuss  further  subjects  which  would  perhaps  be  con- 
sidered of  even  more  importance  than  those  I  have  touched  on,  but  will 
simply  plead,  as  I  stated  at  the  outset,  the  breadth  and  scope  of  the  sub- 
ject allotted  me.  I  will  call  the  attention  of  every  florist  here  to  one 
point,  not  pertaining  to  commercial  law,  but  more  particularly  to  ''do- 
■mestic"  law  and  that  is  this:  if  you  have  property  or  estate,  find  out  for 
a  certainty  whether,  on  your  decease,  that  property,  by  the  laws  of  your 
State,  would  descend  or  "go"  to  the  parties  to  whom  you  wish  it  to  go. 
If  not,  make  your  will  and  set  forth  in  it  how  you  want  it  to  be  disposed 
of,  and  see  that  all  the  requirements  of  the  laws  as  to  wills  are  complied 
with.  Attend  to  this  on  your  return  home.  It  is  the  most  important 
day's  work  that  you  can  do.  Often  have  I  seen  cases  where  the  husband 
owning  an  estate,  having  a  wife  and  no  children,  the  estate,  having  been 
acquired  by  the  combined  efforts  of  the  two,  passes  away  and  by  the  laws 
of  some  States  she  would  receive  but  a  life  interest  in  a  part  of  this  es- 
tate, which  the  husband  supposing,  as  he  owned  it  she  would  have  and 
receive  it.  Again,  to  those  blessed  with  children  also,  great  wrongs  are 
done  oftentimes  by  the  neglect  of  the  husband  in  not  making  his  will. 
Consider  it  and  attend  to  this  matter.  It  wont  accelerate  your  demise 
by  a  single  instant. 

In  closing,  let  me  add,  if  you  need  advice,  go  to  a  well-read  lawyer 
for  the  same.  It  is  far  better  to  pay  well  for  good  advice  than  to  have 
poor  advice  gratis.  Isn't  it  far  better  to  pay  a  fair  price  for  a  first-class 
mixture  of  pansy  seed  than  to  accept  free,  seeds  of  the  old  fashioned 
Lady's  Delight?  So  in  dealing  in  your  line,  deal  with  those  who  will 
treat  you  honestly  and  are  reliable  parties,  with  whom  you  will  have 
no  legal  difficulties,  with  whom  mistakes  and  errors  can  be  settled 
and  adjusted  between  yourselves.  If  a  dealer  cheats  you  once,  avoid 
him,  if  on  calling  his  attention  to  it  he  declines  to  be  fair.  "There  are 
others!"  You  can  find  those  who  will  treat  you  honestly.  Avoid  litiga- 
tion. It  is  an  expensive  luxury  Avoid  the  advice  of  seeming  friends, 
who  urge  you  to  "go  to  law  "  and  yet  wont  pay  your  counsel  and  other 
fees  for  you.  If  you  have  counsel,  follow  his  advice,  rather  than  that 
-of  such  "  friends." 

Much  applause  followed  the  reading  of  the  paper. 

Mr.  Robert  Craig  said:  The  paper  to  which  we  have  listened  fur- 
nishes strong  evidence  that  we  may  go  outside  of  the  professional  florist 
to  add  to  our  membership  with  benefit  to  ourselves.     Judge  Hoitt  is  not 
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a  professioual  florist,  but  he  has  endeared  himself  to  the  members  of  the 
Society  of  American  Florists  by  his  uniform  willingness  to  give  his 
powerful  aid  in  making  oijr  social  occasions  enjoyable,  and  his  paper  just 
read  is  most  valuable  to  our  business  interests.  I  desire  to  express  the 
regret  that  I  am  sure  all  :present  feel  because  Judge  Hoitt  was  not 
present  in  person  to  read  his  paper.  I  move  to  tender  him  a  vote  of 
thanks  for  his  very  valuable  conti'ibution  to  our  literature. 

Mr.  J.  W.  C.  Deake  seconded  the  motion. 

Tlie  motion  was  carried  unanimously  with  much  applause 

Announcements  were  here  made  calling  attention  to  the  features 
of  the  program  for  the  afternoon  and  evening  sessions,  and  explain- 
ing details  of  the  tally-ho  ride  on  the  following  morning  and  the 
shooting  contest. 

Adjourned. 

LECTURE    BY    MR      HENRY    T.    BAILEY. 

During  the  afternoon  Mr.  Henry  T.  Bailey,  State  Supervisor 
of  Drawing,  Massachusetts,  lectured  in  the  convention  hall,  before 
an  audience  in  which  there  were  many  ladies,  on  "  The  Beauties  of 
the  Flowers."  The  lecturer  said  that  during  a  visit,  a  few  years 
ago  to  the  conservatories  of  Mr.  F.  L.  Ames,  at  North  Easton, 
Mass.,  he  was  shown  a  pot  or  basket  containing  a  single  plant 
wiiicli,  lie  was  told,  had  taken  a  man  in  England  seven  years  to  pro- 
duce and  had  cost  Mr.  Ames  $1,000.  Its  value  consisted  in  its 
color,  which  was  a  beautiful  tint,  unlike  that  of  any  other  orchid  in  the 
building.  Commenting  on  the  universal  love  of  flowers  by  all  classes  of 
our  people,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  he  spoke  of  the  difference 
between  scientific  and  the  sentimental  love  of  flowers,  and  contended 
that  the  florists'  business  was  to  be  built  up  by  encouraging,  on  the 
part  of  the  public,  the  mean  between  these  two  extremes,  or  an  intel- 
ligent appreciation  of  the  beauties  of  flowers.  He  gave  an  interest- 
ing analysis  of  the  elements  of  form  and  color,  which  he  illustrated 
by  means  of  charts,  flowers  and  black-board  sketches ;  dwelling: 
upon  the  details  of  radiation,  rhythm,  curvature  and  balance,  all  of 
which  combined  to  make  the  beauties  of  form.  He  then  explained 
the  divisions  of  color,  viz.,  purity,  gradation  and  opposition. 

He  incidentally  remarked  that  an  intelligent  appreciation  of 
flowers  helped  in  a  large  degree  to  develop   religious  natures.     He 
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•said  that  one  of  the  best  definitions  of  religion  he  liad  ever  heard, 
was  that  given  by  Prof.  M.  T.  Harris,  National  Commissioner  of 
Education,  when  lie  said  that  religion  is  no't  merely  a  piety  of  the 
heart  but  a  piety  of  the  intellect  that  beholds  truth  ;  a  piety  of  the 
will  which  does  good  deeds  wiseh%  and  a  piety  of  the  senses  that 
upholds  the  beautiful  and  creates  it  in  art. 

The  lecture  was  much  appreciated,  and  upon  its  conclusion,  Mr. 
J.  D.  Carmody  moved  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Mr.  Bailey. 

Mr.  Edwin  Lonsdale  seconded  the  motion. 

Vice-President  Graham,  who  occupied  the  Chair,  before  taking 
the  vote,  spoke  of  the  great  educational  value  of  such  lectures  and 
their  influence  in  elevating  the  profession. 

The  vote  of  thanks  was  taken  upon  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Turn- 
lev,  of  Haddonfield,  N.  J.,  by  all  present  rising,  in  the  affirmative*. 


THIRD  DAY. —EVENING. 

The  Convention  met  at  8  o'clock  p.  h.,  President  Scott  in  the 
Chair, 

COMMITTEE    ON    FINAL    RESOLUTIONS. 

The  President  announced  the  appointment  of  the  following  as 
a  committee  to  prepare  final  resolutions:  Messrs.  E.  G.  Hill,  J.  G, 
Esler  and  W.  R.  Shelmire. 

PRESENTATION    TO    PRESIDENT    SCOTT. 

President  Scott  remarked  that  before  the  interesting  essays  on 
the  program  were  called  for,  the  Question  Box  would  be  presented, 
as  it  contained  a  few  questions  worthy  of  consideration. 

Mr.  J.  I).  Carmody  appeared  on  the  platform  at  this  point,  and 
interrupting  President  Scott,  spoke  with  characteristic  humor  as 
follows  : 
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I  want  to  speak  upon  "  a  question  "  which  has  ah'eady  been  answered 
by  the  present  audience  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists.  The  ques- 
tion is,  "What  is  your  opinion  of  our  wortliy  President,  Mr,  Scott  ?  " 
It  has  been  answered  in  very  few  words  but  in  a  very  substantial  manner. 
They  replied  with  one  accord,  "  He's  a  jolly  good  fellow."  They  also 
declared,  "He  has  won  golden  opinions  from  us,  and  we  have  such 
solicitude  for  his  future  welfare  that  we  desire  to  '  watch  '  over  him;  we 
propose  to  place  a  '  watch  '  on  all  his  future  movements,  not  that  we  are 
apprehensive  of  his  going  crooked  or  wandering  astray,  but  because  of 
our  solicitude  for  his  welfare.  In  order  that  our  '  watch '  may  be  sure 
and  steadfast  and  always  be  with  him,  we  are  going  to  give  it  to  him  and 
let  him  carry  it  himself." 

(Here  Mr.  Carmody  handed  to  President  Scott  a  handsome 
chronometer  and  a  watch  charm.) 

It  is  of  gold — no  "  politics  "  in  this,  Mr.  President, — [merriment] — 
because  it  is  an  emblem  of  the  golden  opinions  that  you  have  won  from 
the  American  florists;  and  we  hope  it  may  ever  be  a  mentor  to  remind 
you  of  the  "  golden  rule  "  which,  so  far  as  we  can  find  out,  you  have 
always  followed.  "  We  take  no  note  of  time  but  from  its  loss.  To  give 
it  then  a  tongue  is  wise  in  man,  as  if  an  angel  spoke." 

May  your  moments  through  life  be  timed  in  season,  and  may  you 
always  be  on  time.  We  accompany  the  gift  of  this  watch  with  a  little 
charm,  and  we  hope  that  this  may  be  a  charm  to  protect  you  from  danger 
in  all  the  rest  of  your  days.  Take  it,  lock  it  to  your  watch-chain;  and  in 
order  that  it  may  be  near  and  dear  to  your  heart,  put  in  it  the  picture  of 
your  best  girl.  With  kindest  regards,  your  many  friends  in  the  Society 
make  this  presentation  to  you.     [Applause.] 

President  Scott  replied:  Mr.  Carmody,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  you 
have  taken  me  wholly  by  surprise.  I  would  not  have  you  think  that  I 
am  hypocritical  in  the  least,  and  therefore  I  will  say  that  when  I  sought 
the  honorable  position  of  Pi-esident  of  the  Society  of  American  Florists 
(and  I  did  seek  it,  I  admit  that;  the  position  was  not  forced  upon  me), 
it  was  far  from  my  thoughts  that  I  would  receive  a  testimonial  such  as 
the  one  before  me.  I  have  many  failings,  some  faults  and  weaknesses; 
but  I  am  glad  to  say  it  is  apparent  also  that  I  have  a  good  many  friends. 
What  I  have  done  has  not  warranted  such  recognition.  I  feel  profoundly 
grateful  to  you  for  it;  and  as  long  as  I  shall  be  able  to  look  at  this  beauti- 
ful watch  it  will  bring  to  my  memory  the  present  happy  moments,  for 
happy  indeed  they  are  when  I  receive  such  kindness  from  you. 

I  will  not  detain  you  longer  than  to  say,  that  with  the  exception  of 
the  one  at  St.  Louis,  I  have  attended  all  your  conventions,  and  though 
perhaps  not  a  very  useful  member,  any  little  thing  that  I  could  do  for 
the  National  Society,  either  there  or  at  my  home,  I  have  most  cheerfully 
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done.  And  do  not  think  now,  ladies  and  gentlemen,  that  after  having 
been  honored  with  ils  highest  office,  my  interest  in  the  Society  will 
slacken  at  all;  for  as  long  as  I  have  any  ability  or  memory,  or  faculties 
at  all,  you  may  depend  upon  me  to  co-operate  with  you  zealously.  I 
can  assure  you  further,  that  my  "best  girl,"  who  is  in  the  hall,  will 
prize  your  gift  as  highly  as  I  do  myself.  My  good  friends  I  thank  you 
[Applause.] 

THE    QUESTION    BOX. 

The  Question  Box  was  here  taken  up  and  the  Secretary  read  the 
following:  "What  is  the  best  remedy  to  kill  thrips  on  rose  plants 
that  are  in  bloom  ?" 

Mr.  KoBT.  Craig  responded:  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  had  any  ex- 
perience with  thrips  on  roses  in  bloom,  but  the  best  remedy  I  know  of 
for  thrips  on  any  plant  is  a  strong  solution  of  tobacco,  used  when  it  is 
fresh.  Soak  the  stems  over  night  and  use  the  tobacco  water  in  the 
morning.  That  is  what  we  do  for  thrips  on  any  plant,  if  we  happen  to 
have  them. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  as  the  next  question:  "Can 
any  of  the  gentlemen  present  tell  the  cause  of  sickness  on  asters, 
these  being  in  full  bud  and  bloom  one  day  and  dying  away  the  next 
day.  Can  any  remedy  be  suggested?  It  happens  in  the  greenhouse 
and  out  of  doors." 

Mr.  Thos.  Gunson:  I  think  the  disease  is  bacterial,  and  I  know  of 
no  remedy  that  has  yet  been  found  that  will  in  any  way  check  it  or  save 
the  plant  except  that  in  planting  the  asters,  care  should  be  taken  to 
plant  them  in  soil  as  fresh  as  possible;  that  is,  soil  that  has  not  been 
used  continually  from  year  to  year,  either  for  greenhouse  purposes  or 
for  gi-owing  plants  out  of  doors. 

The  Secretary  read  the  following  as  the  next  question  :  "What 
is  the  best  and  most  profitable  plant  for  housing  bulbs  for  winter 
forcing,  to  have  access  to  them  at  all  times?" 

Mr.  S.  J.  Reuter,  of  Westerly,  R.  I.,  was  called  for  and  responded: 
I  do  not  know  of  any  better  plan  than  to  place  them  in  cold  frames  out 
of  doors  and  cover  them  with  rotted  manure  to  the  depth  of  ten  or  twelve 
inches.  Sash  the  top  to  keep  the  rain  out.  Cover  sufficiently  so  that 
they  will  not  freeze  too  hard.     It  is  better  for  them  to  get  frozen  a  little. 
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President  Scott:  I  suppose  that  whoever  asked  this  question  is 
really  desirous  to  learn  something  on  the  subject.  The  matter  of  how  to 
keep  the  bulbs  in  the  winter  has,  I  think,  been  pretty  well  ventilated  in 
the  journals.  I  force  about  50,000  tulips  and  have  often  had  occasion 
to  write  about  it.  I  have  tried  many  plans  but  with  nothing  like  as  good 
results  as  by  keeping  them  out  of  doors.  I  leveled  off  a  piece  of  ground 
and  put  short  strips  of  wood  down  underneath  the  boxes  so  that  a  box 
was  about  one  inch  clear  of  the  soil.  The  moment  they  are  boxed  (fifty 
or  sixty  bulbs  in  a  box)  the  most  important  part  of  the  operation  is  to 
give  them  a  thorough  watering  and  then  throw  on  about  two  and  a  half 
or  three  inches  of  soil.  The  beds  are  six  feet  wide  with  six  feet  between 
the  beds.  Digging  out  six  inches  of  the  soil  on  each  side  allows  about 
two  inches  of  covering  of  soil  for  the  bulbs  and  a  trench  is  formed  to  carry 
off  the  surplus  water.  The  bulbs  should  never  be  allowed  to  get  dry  in 
the  fall,  when  they  are  making  their  roots  which  are  to  give  them  nour- 
ishment. On  the  approach  of  hard  weather  I  allow  the  soil  to  freeze 
about  one  inch.  I  then  throw  on  four  or  five  inches  of  litter  or  straw 
manure  from  the  stable.  Although  a  pickaxe  may  have  to  be  used  in 
digging  them  out,  the  better  results  will  compensate  for  the  hard  work, 
as  they  will  be  far  better  than  if  in  a  cellar,  in  my  opinion. 

THE    CHEMICAL    TRIPOD    IN    FLORICULTURE. 

The  President  announced,  as  the  next  business,  an  interesting 
paper  by  R.  C.  Kedzie,  M.  A.,  M.  D.,  of  the  Michigan  Agricultural 
College,  the  subject  of  which  was  "The  Chemical  Tripod  in  Flori- 
culture.'' 

Dr.  Kedzie,  upon  the  invitation  of  the  Chair,  came  forward  to 
the  platform  and  read  his  paper,  which  was  attentively  heard  by  the 
meeting  and  much  applauded. 

The  paper  was  as  follows  : 

Of  the  seventy  elementary  substances  recognized  by  the  chemist, 
only  thirteen  contribute  to  the  formation  of  vegetable  substances.  Out 
of  this  "baker's  dozen"  all  the  varied  forms  of  leaf,  flower  and  fruit  are 
fashioned.  Nature  does  not  stand  on  either  the  monometallic  or  bimetal- 
tic  platform  in  her  annual  campaign  of  beneficence,  but  out  of  five  metals 
and  eight  non-metal  materials  base  as  earth  and  fleeting  as  air,  she  car- 
ries her  currency  of  beauty  and  fragrance. 

Of  these  thirteen  organic  elements,  three  make  up  more  than  nine- 
tenths  of  all  cultivated  plants,  namely:  carbon,  oxygen  and  hydrogen, 
carbon  and  water.  But  while  these  make  up  the  largest  part  of  plants 
they  are  not  classed  as  manures,  because  they  are  not  applied  by  hand, 
but  come  to  the  plant  from  the  atmosphere  in  the  form  of  carbonic  acid 
and  rain,  they  are  Nature's  free  gift  to  plant  life  and  are  borne  on  the 
wings  of  every  wind  that  blows  and  the  clouds  that  float  aloft. 
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Of  the  ten  remainiag  vegetable  elements,  seven  are  found  in  ample 
supply  in  every  garden  soil.  Many  of  these  are  absolutely  essential  to 
plant  life,  such  as  lime  and  magoesia,  but  the  florist  seldom  linds  it  nec- 
essary to  add  these  to  his  soil  as  manure.  Oxide  of  iron  is  usually  in 
excess  of  the  requirements  of  the  plant.  It  is  Nature's  paint-box,  colors 
and  a  variety  of  things.  The  decaying  vegetable  matter  or  humus  gives 
a  brown  color  to  most  soils;  when  it  is  absent,  the  ground  would  be  white 
as  snow  but  for  the  coloring  by  oxide  of  iron.  In  the  world  of  life  it 
colors  the  blood,  it  paints  the  rose  and  gives  the  green  of  forest  and  field. 

The  three  remaining  elements,  potassium,  phosphorous  and  nitrogen 
are  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  florist  for  four  reasons:  1st.  They 
are  absolutely  indispensable  to  vegetable  life  because  no  plant  can  grow 
in  the  absence  of  any  one  of  them.  2d.  Because  in  available  form 
theyare  found  in  smaller  amount  than  the  other  food  elements.  3d.  Be- 
cause they  are  soonest  exhausted  by  cultivation.  4th.  Because  they  are 
especially  concerned  in  the  early  growth  of  plants  up  to,  and  including, 
the  period  of  flowering. 

For  intensive  culture  where  we  seek  the  largest  product  from  the 
smallest  area,  the  fertilizers  containing  these  three  materials  are  in  special 
demand.  By  their  judicious  use  results  have  been  reached  once  con- 
sidered impossible.  For  these  reasons  I  call  them  the  chemical  tripod  of 
successful  floriculture. 

A  review  of  the  chemical  conditions  of  vegetable  growth  will  show 
the  superlative  importance  of  these  three  chemicals  as  manures.  Carbon 
indeed  is  the  leading  element  of  plants,  making  one-half  of  the  weight  of 
their  dry  substance.  The  plant  obtains  this  carbon  from  the  carbonic 
acid  of  the  air,  which  is  absorbed  by  the  leaf,  decomposed  in  its  green 
cells  (chlorophyll)  and  forms  organic  matter  in  the  leaf  by  this  carbon, 
combining  in  some  unknown  way  with  the  elements  of  water.  It  is 
only  in  the  chlorophyll  cell  that  this  decomposition  of  carbonic  acid  and 
formation  of  organic  can  take  place.  In  the  vivid  green  color  of  the  leaf 
you  recognize  its  power  to  produce  rapid  growth.  For  the  formation  of 
the  chlorophyll  we  have  seen  that  oxide  of  iron  is  necessary,  but  after 
the  chlorophyll  cells  are  formed,  Sir  Henry  Gilbert  found  that  potash  was 
essential  to  their  assimilating  activity.  The  very  primary  acts  of  vege- 
table growth  thus  depends  upon  potash,  and  no  formation  of  the  leaf  and 
fibre  is  possible  in  its  absence.  The  very  portals  of  vegetable  life  are 
held  by  potash  and  even  the  assimilation  of  nitrogen  seems  to  depend 
upon  this  basic  substance.  lu  farm  crops  yielding  large  quantities  of 
carbhydrates,  such  as  potatoes  and  corn,  whose  life  history  is  brief — from 
three  to  four  months — we  find  potash  in  large  demand  for  perfecting  such 
crops.  In  like  manner  the  florist  finds  the  rapid  development  and  early 
maturity  of  his  special  crop  by  the  use  of  potash. 

The  relatively  large  amount  of  potash  and  phosphoric  acid  found  in 
the  ash  of  all  young  plants  is  evidence  of  their  importance  in  the  early 
stages  of  plant  growth,  the  phosphate  of  potash  constituting  about  one- 
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half  of  the  ash  of  young  plants,  whereas  in  ripened  plants  lime,  magnesia 
and  silica  become  leading  materials  in  the  ash.  The  formation  of  stocky, 
short-jointed  stems,  seems  to  be  aided  by  the  combination  of  potash  and 
phosphoric  acid. 

Phosphorus. 
The  relation  of  phosphorus  to  plant  life  is  of  a  controlling  nature. 
The  Germans  have  a  saying,  "No  phosphorus,  no  life."  In  the  earliest 
development  of  life,  and  at  every  subsequent  stage,  phosphorus  is  the 
hand-maid  of  the  living  principle.  Not  only  does  phosphorus  seem  to 
come  nearest  in  touch  with  the  principle  of  life,  and  to  be  absolutely  es- 
sential to  its  existence  but  the  presence  and  action  of  this  element 
throughout  the  life  of  the  plant  seems  to  greatly  promote  its  evolution. 
The  phosphate  of  potash  in  the  earliest  stages  of  growth  seems  to  aid  in 
the  development  of  the  root  and  leaf  of  the  young  plant;  but  every  new 
root  is  an  additional  hand  to  grasp  soil-food,  and  every  new  leaf  becomes 
another  mouth  to  take  in  air-food.  Hence  for  forcing  early  growth  we 
require  fertilizers  that  will  furnish  available  forms  both  of  potash  and 
phosphoric  acid. 

Niti'ogen. 
The  great  storehouse  of  nitrogen  is  the  atmosphere,  but  this  free 
nitrogen  is  useless  for  the  florist.     It  is  only  active  or  combined  nitrogen 
that  is  available  for  the  plant.     This  may  be  found  in  the  form  of  organic 
nitrogen,  ammonia  or  the  nitrates. 

The  office  of  nitrogen  in  the  growth  of  plants  is  significant.  The 
highest  products  of  plant  Ufe  are  rich  in  nitrogen.  Growth  at  all  times 
requires  it  and  where  it  is  supplied  in  abundance  the  growth  is  rapid  and 
luxuriant,  the  leaves  acquiring  a  dark  green  color.  Where  associated 
with  phosphoric  acid,  there  is  a  large  development  of  nitrogeneous  mat- 
ter. Where  nitrogen  in  the  form  of  ammonia  is  in  relation  excess  there 
is  a  tendency  to  an  abnormal  development  of  leaf  and  fibre  with  a  check- 
ing of  the  fruit-formiug  process.  This  is  especially  true  of  ammonia  in 
the  gaseous  form  absorbed  by  the  leaves  of  plants.  In  1851  Ville,  of 
France,  states  that  green-house  plants  are  greatly  commoded  in  growth  by 
gaseous  carbonate  of  ammonia  in  a  very  dilute  form,  secured  by  placing 
lumps  of  carbonate  of  ammonia  on  the  hot  water  pipes  of  the  green- 
house. There  is  danger  if  .the  substance  is  used  in  excess,  and  must  not 
exceed  one  part  of  ammonia  in  ten  thousand  of  air.  According  to  Ville, 
the  effect  of  the  ammonia  absorbed  by  the  leaves  is  to  increase  the  for- 
mation of  leaf  and  fibre,  greatly  promoting  vegetative  growth  with  arrest 
of  fruit  formation,  the  flowers  becoming  sterile  and  falling  off,  and  no 
flower  buds  forming  for  the  time.  The  color  of  the  foliage  becomes  dark 
green,  and  the  plant  exhibits  great  vigor  of  leaf  growth. 

A  similar  riotous  leaf-growth  is  exhibited  when  nitrates  are  applied 
to  the  soil,  though  in  less  degree.  It  would  seem  that  the  florist  might 
take  advantage  of  these  facts  in  putting  off  the  period  of  active  flower- 
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ing  to  some  more  opportune  period.  The  times  of  special  demand  for 
flowers  seems  to  be  for  weddings  and  festivals,  for  Cliristmas  and  Easter. 
Weddings  and  funerals  are  sporadic,  and  no  forecast  of  their  occurrence 
can  be  safely  made  by  the  florist,  but  for  the  Christmas  holidays  plans 
ma}^  be  safely  made. 

The  corrective  for  this  tendency  of  nitrogenous  manures  to  exces- 
sively leafing  is  to  be  found  in  superphosphates,  which  have  a  special 
tendency  to  the  formation  of  flower  and  fruit.  This  influence  of  solu- 
ble phosphates  to  promote  fruitfulness  is  recognized  by  farmer  and 
gardener  in  promoting  the  early  setting  and  ripening  of  various  crops. 

Perhaps  an  instance  of  orcharding  may  make  my  meaning  plainer. 
A  farmer  on  our  lake  shore  had  set  out  a  large  orchard  of  pear  trees, 
which  grew  vigorously  from  year  to  year  till  trees  of  a  large  size  were 
formed,  but  no  fruit.  Wearying  of  seeking  fruit  thereon  and  finding 
nothing  but  leaves,  he  asked  me  what  to  do.  I  called  his  attention  to 
this  peculiar  tendency  of  phosphates  to  promote  fruit  bearing,  and  ad- 
vised him  to  give  the  orchard  a  liberal  dose  of  plain  superphosphate,  which 
he  did.  Soon  after  he  sold  his  farm  and  moved  to  the  Pacitic  slope,  and 
I  lost  track  of  the  experiment.  Two  years  ago,  in  an  address  before  our 
State  Horicultural  Society,  I  spoke  of  this  experiment,  and- stated  that  I 
had  heard  no  reports  of  results  of  this  use  of  superphosphates  on  a  pear 
orchard,  when  a  gentleman  in  the  audience  stated  that  after  the  dose  of 
superphosphates  the  orchard  produced  a  crop  of  pears  in  a  single  year 
that  sold  for  enough  money  to  pay  for  the  whole  farm. 

If  the  woody  growth  of  a  pear  orchard  may  thus  be  turned  to  fruit- 
fulness,  a  similar  diversion  of  reformation  to  flower  production  may 
sureljf  be  made  by  our  skillful  florists.  I  have  not  the  audacity  to  try  to 
tell  you  how  to  run  your  greenhouses;  but  I  candidly  think  that  this  sug- 
gestion of  turning  leaf  growth  and  flowering  by  the  alternate  use  of  nitro- 
genous manures  and  superphosphates,  may  be  made  practical  by  some 
florist  here  present. 

What  Manures  to  Use. 

I  shall  probably  surprise  you  all  by  mentioning  wood  ashes  as  first 
in  the  list.  These  contain  all  the  mineral  matter  of  plant  growth;  and 
so  far  as  minerals  are  concerned  are  an  all  around  manure.  Without  this 
mineral  matter  in  some  form,  plants  cannot  grow.  Consider  also  how 
large  an  amount  of  vegetable  matter  is  represented  by  this  ash.  The 
mineral  matter  of  a  thousand  dollars  worth  of  flowers  and  plants  will  be 
held  in  a  bushel  of  wood  ashes.  Then  the  potash  of  the  wood  ashes  is 
more  active  than  that  in  sulphate  or  muriate  of  potash,  because  it  is  in  an 
alkaline  condition.  The  remaining  ash  elements  are  in  a  finely  divided 
condition  and  capable  of  easy  incorporation  with  the  soil. 

For  any  additional  supply  of  potash  you  will  use  the  stassfalt  salts, 
in  the  form  of  sulphate  or  muriate.  If  it  were  not  for  the  high  price  I 
would  recommend  the  nitrate  of  potash  or  saltpetre,  which  is  a  valuable 
manure  both  for  its  contents  of  potash  and  of  available  nitrogen. 
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Nilrogen. 

For  nitrogenous  manures  your  main  reliance  will  be  on  nitrate  of 
soda  or  Chili  saltpetre,  which  is  valuable  mainly  for  its  contents  of  avail- 
able nitrogen,  of  which  its  contains  ten  per  cent.  It  is  better  suited  to 
most  soils  and  plants  than  the  salts  of  ammonia. 

I  would  here  mention  as  a  valuable  manure,  Peruvian  guano,  if  it 
were  still  a  commercial  article;  but  it  seems  to  be  a  thing  of  the  past. 

I  venture  to  suggest  a  substitute  for  the  nitrate  of  soda,  viz.,  dessi- 
cated  blood.  It  is  equally  rich  in  nitrogen;  gives  out  its  supplies  more 
uniformly;  is  not  washed  out  of  the  soil  by  sudden  rains,  and  does  not 
"  burn  "  the  plants  in  a  dry  time.  It  also  contains  a  noticeable  amount 
of  potash  and  phosphate,  with  a  large  amount  of  organic  matter  of  some 
value. 

Phos'phates. 

For  phosphoric  acid  you  turn  to  the  various  forms  of  phosphate  of 
lime;  to  bones,  opalite,  phosphorite,  the  South  Carolina  and  Florida 
phosphates. 

Bones  have  a  vame  in  addition  to  the  phosphate  they  contain,  be- 
cause they  contain  animal  matter  rich  in  nitrogen;  also,  because  they  are 
more  easily  dissolved  than  mineral  phosphates.  The  claim  once  made 
for  them  that  their  phosphate  of  lime  had  become  animalized,  and  hence, 
could  "  more  easily  go  the  rounds  of  life,"  is  without  substantial  founda- 
tion; their  relative  value  as  phosphatic  manures  turns  upon  the  compara- 
tive readiness  with  which  they  may  be  brought  into  solution.  Dissolved 
mineral  phosphates  are  just  as  valuable  as  dissolved  bone  phosphates,  so 
far  as  the  phosphoric  acid  is  concerned. 

In  coarse  fragments  bones  act  slowly  because  of  the  small  extent 
of  surface  exposed  to  the  solvent  action  of  water,  or  the  corroding 
action  of  I'oots.  In  fine  powder  or  in  fine  dust  like  ''  floatbone,"  they  act 
more  rapidly,  because  of  increased  extent  of  surface,  and  because  they 
can  be  more  uniformly  incorporated  with  the  soil. 

Superphosphates,  l^o  merely  mechanical  mixtures  can  distribute 
any  material  so  uniformly  and  completely  through  the  soil  as  the  apply- 
ing it  in  solution.  Every  particle  of  the  soil  that  is  wet  by  the  solution 
receives  a  thin  coating  of  the  phosphate.  The  superphosphate,  though 
soluble  in  water,  when  applied  to  the  soil  does  not  long  remain  in  the 
soluble  condition,  but  is  speedily  precipitated  by  reaction  with  the  com- 
pounds of  lime,  magnesia,  iron  and  alumina  in  the  soil.  Each  particle 
receives  a  thin  coating  of  the  phosphate;  thus  a  mineral  phosphate  con- 
verted into  superphosphate  by  the  action  of  sulphuric  acid  may  be  widely 
distributed  through  the  soil,  and  thus  afford  the  plant  roots  everywhere 
a  supply  of  this  necessary  element.  The  precipitated  phosphate  in  the 
precipitated  form  is  more  active  than  the  original  mineral  phosphate.  A 
superposphate  or  soluble  acid  phosphate  differs  from  the  mineral  phos- 
phate essentially  by  its  increased  solubility. 
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Commercial  Fertilizers. 

A  great  variety  of  commercial  fertilizers  is  found  in  the  market, 
sometimes  bearing  names  suggestive  of  the  kinds  of  crops  to  whicli  they 
are  especially  adapted.  The  name  is  nothing  and  may  often  be  mislead- 
ing; the  composition  of  the  fertilizer  and  the  availability  of  its  constitu- 
ents are  the  matters  that  concern  the  florist. 

The  fertilizers  of  commerce  may  be  classed  in  five  divisions: 

1.  Ground  Bone.  Containing  a  bone  phosphate  and  animal  matter 
rich  in  nitrogen.     The  more  finely  divided,  the  more  active  and  valuable. 

2.  Plain  Sirper phosphates,  or  mineral  phosphates  made  soluble  in 
water  by  the  removal  of  two  equivalents  of  lime  by  sulphuric  acid.  The 
valuable  elemeat-is—Hiilplluric  acid   in  available  forms.     Any  insoluble 

*  phosphate  is  of  small  value  in  comparison  with  the  soluble. 

3.  Ammoniated  Superphosphates,  which,  in  addition  to  available 
supply  of  phosphoric  acid,  contains  available  nitrogen  in  the  form  of 
ammonia,  nitrates,  or  organic  nitrogen  in  the  form  of  animal  remains 
that  readily  decompose. 

4.  Numbers  2  or  3  with  the  addition  of  potash  salts  in  the  form  of 
sulphate  or  muriate. 

5.  Nitrogenous  Manures,  such  as  the  nitrate  of  soda,  salts  of  am- 
monia, etc.  These  are  the  most  costly  and  need  to  be  used  with  care  in 
reference  to  the  special  quality  of  growth  desired. 

The  tables  of  analyses  given  out  in  the  bulletins  of  State  Expeiiment 
Stations  give  the  amount  and  condition  of  these  several  fertilizing  ele- 
ments, from  which  you  can  determine  the  kiud  of  fertilizer  required. 

The  President  invited  discussion  but  no  response  was  made. 

Mr.  J.  D.  Carmody  moved  that  the  Society  extend  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  Dr.  Kedzie  for  his  valuable  paper. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Coles  seconded  the  motion. 
It  was  so  ordered  by  a  unanimous  vote. 


COMPETITION    IN    TRADE,    ITS    EFFECTS    AND    ABUSES. 

The  next  order  of  business  on  the  program  was  a  discussion 
on  the  subject  of  "  Competition  in  Trade,  its  effects  and  abuses," 
which  M'as  opened  by  Mr.  C.  W.  Ward,  of  Queens,  N.  Y.,  for  the 
growers,  and  by  Mr.  Robert  Kift,  of  Philadelphia,  for  the  retail 
dealers. 
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Mr.  Ward,  after  a  cordial  reception  by  the  meeting,  said  that 
not  being  a  very  good  extemporaneous  speaker,  he  had  prepared  a 
paper  on  the  subject,  which  he  would  read,  and  he  would  look  to  the 
members  of  the  Society  for  the  discussion.  He  then  read  the  follow- 
ing paper,  which  was  much  applauded  : 

Probably  every  person  engaged  in  business  sooner  or  later  becomes 
aware  of  the  disadvantages  accruing  to  his  business  because  of  his  com- 
petitors working  into  and  securing  a  portion  of  the  trade  which  he  con- 
siders as  legitimately  belonging  to  him.  This  may  be  considered  a  plain 
practical  definition  of  competition;  a  state  of  affairs  which  always  exists 
in  business  and  which  has  been  repeatedly  defended  and  guaranteed  by 
law  to  consumers  to  such  an  extent  that  anti-trust  laws  have  been 
passed  by  the  National  Government  to  prevent  combinations  forming  to 
maintain  prices  and  arrest  competition.  Competition  can  be  divided  into 
two  classes,  which  may  be  termed  respectively  legitimate  and  illegitimate. 

Legitimate  competition  may  be  described  as  selling  goods  at  a  suffi- 
cient price  to  cover  cost  of  production,  interest  on  capital  invested  and  a 
further  margin  of  profit  for  the  operation  and  risk  of  the  business. 

Illegitimate  competition  may  be  described  as  selling  goods  below 
cost  of  production,  or  so  near  cost  of  production  as  to  not  leave  a  suffi- 
cient margin  of  profit  to  cover  interest  on  the  investment  or  leave  a  mar- 
gin for  the  operator. 

Illegitimate  competition  is  more  often  engaged  in  by  those  who  have 
not  sufficient  knowledge  of  the  actual  cost  of  producing  and  marketing 
the  goods  they  are  selling,  or  who  are  not  able  to  reckon  the  risks  of 
credit  and  other  risks  attending  mercantile  transactions. 

Illegitimate  competition  may  also  arise  when  a  merchant  quotes 
prices  below  cost  of  production  in  order  to  drive  his  competitor  out  of  the 
market,  or  where  prices  are  lowered  below  said  cost,  from  a  spirit  of  re- 
venge. 

Business  consists  in  disposing  of  goods  at  a  profit,  and  in  order  to 
know  whether  }^ou  are  selling  goods  at  a  profit,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
to  know  the  cost  of  pi'oduction  as  well  as  all  costs  of  selling,  packing  and 
shipping  goods,  as  well  as  to  be  able  to  calculate  the  attendant  risks  of 
credits  and  various  losses  which  are  frequently  liable  to  occur.  There  are 
times  when  prices  may  be  legitimately  quoted  below  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion, such  as  at  the  close  of  a  season  when  all  stock  on  hand  must  be  sold 
or  otherwise  become  a  loss  and  in  such  cases  it  is  considered  good  busi- 
ness judgment  to  close  out  the  left  over  stock  at  a  low  price  and  turn  it 
into  cash  so  as  to  avoid  a  loss  as  far  as  possible.  In  such  cases  it  requires 
good  judgment  to  decide  what  the  probable  effect  upon  future  business 
that  the  lowering  of  price  will  have,  and  if  it  can  be  foreseen  that  lower- 
ing the  price  at  that  particular  time  will  cause  a  greater  loss  in  the  future, 
it  then  would  be  better  judgment  to  lose  the  goods  than  to  lower  the 
prices  and  sell. 
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Competition  ought  not  to  be  seriously  felt  when  there  is  not  an  over- 
production of  goods,  as  nearly  every  one  is  able  to  sell  out  the  entire 
stock  that  he  produces.  It  becomes  the  most  serious  during  periods  of 
extreme  business  depression  or  over-production,  as  then  there  is  not  suf- 
ficient market  to  take  the  entire  production,  and  efforts  to  sell  must  be 
much  increased,  the  usual  manner  of  increasing  the  sales  being  an  effort 
to  encourage  consumption  by  lowering  the  price.  So  long  as  lowering 
the  price  encourages  a  sufficient  increased  consumption  to  take  the  entire 
or  an  increased  production  at  a  fair  margin  of  profit,  the  price  lowering 
may  be  defended,  but  when  the  lowering  of  prices  does  not  so  increase 
the  consumption,  or  when  it  destroys  the  margin  of  profit,  its  advisability 
becomes  a  question. 

AVhen  over-production  exists,  the  remedy  is  to  stop  production 
rather  than  destroy  material  already  produced.  Production  usually  stops 
through  the  inability  of  producers  to  sell  their  product  and  meet  their 
current  expenses.  While  the  margin  of  profits  are  large,  most  operators 
make  money,  but  when  the  margins  become  close,  careless  producers, 
and  producers  of  undesirable  and  unsalable  goods  as  well  as  producers 
who  sell  at  less  than  cost,  are  eventually  driven  out  of  business. 

The  remedy  for  the  evils  of  competition  cannot  be  effected  by 
concerted  action,  but  must  be  accomplished  by  individual  action;  by  each 
and  every  producer  keeping  thoroughly  posted  and  abreast  of  the  times, 
studying  the  wants  of  his  customers  and  placing  himself  in  a  position  to 
supply  those  wants  in  a  manner  to  best  please  his  customers,  and  above 
all  things  to  know  how  much  it  costs  to  produce  the  goods  he  offers  for 
sale,  as  well  as  the  cost  and  attendant  risks  of  selling  and  to  place  his 
price  at  a  figure  that  assures  a  legitimate  business  profit,  and  to  maintain 
those  prices  and  seek  to  hold  his  trade  by  the  reliable  quality  of  his  goods 
as  well  as  the  reliability  of  his  dealings  with  his  customers,  coupled  with 
a  willingness  and  a  desire  to  serve  his  customers  promptly,  efficiently  and 
honestly. 

When  there  are  a  large  number  of  conflicting  interests,  combinations 
to  reduce  production  have  eventually  ended  in  an  increase  of  production 
through  the  general  bad  faith  of  the  members  of  the  combination,  some 
thinking  that  a  reduced  product  would  cause  an  advance  in  the  price  and 
that  if  one  could,  unbeknown  to  his  competitors  increase  his  own  product, 
he  would  make  a  corresponding  extra  gain. 

There  have  been  cases  where  an  agreement  to  restrict  the  output  of  a 
commodity  has  resulted  in  increasing  the  output  from  25  to  3.3g-  per  cent 
and  even  more. 

Combinations  of  manufacturing  concerns  to  maintain  prices  have 
usually  resulted  in  the  wiping  out  of  the  smaller  concerns  by  the  larger 
and  stronger.  This  occurs  from  the  fact  that  the  larger  concerns  (who 
always  dominate  the  combination),  are  able  to  get  at  the  inside  facts  of 
the  affairs  of  the  smaller  concerns;  to  learn  their  vital  points,  and  to 
so   shape  the  policy  of  the  combine  as  to  injure  the  smaller  concerns  in 
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these  vital  points  to  such  an  extent  as  to  drive  them  out  of  the  business. 

There  are  several  examples  of  this  existing  in  the  United  States 
today,  chief  of  which  may  be  mentioned  the  Standard  Oil  Company  and 
the  American  Watch  Manufacturers'  Association.  This  last  association 
existed  until  it  was  dissolved  by  judicial  decision;  but  the  two  largest 
watch  companies  in  the  United  States  had  already  gotten  such  an  insight 
into  the  business,  that  they  now  control  the  entire  American  watch 
trade. 

In  conclusion,  we  may  assume  that  at  the  present  time  competition  is 
the  most  keenly  felt  by  florists  inasmuch  as  every  line  of  business  is  com- 
plaining of  extreme  dullness,  stagnation  and  no  margin  of  profit;  but 
there  is  an  end  to  this  stagnation,  though  the  end  may  not  be  so  near  as 
we  all  would  wish. 

Consumption  steadily  continues,  while  production  is  largely  arrested, 
and  the  surplus  stock  of  goods  are  being  gradually  consumed.  As  soon 
as  the  election  excitement  is  over  and  confidence  is  restored,  business 
will  revive.  It  will  be  necessary  to  largely  increase  manufacturing,  and 
then  the  worst  evils  of  competition  will  disappear,  to  reappear  again 
whenever  a  business  depression  recurs,  which  depression  may  be  caused 
by  a  change  of  political  parties,  over-production  of  commodities,  or  a 
contraction  of  credits  which  have  been  too  widely  extended,  or  by  some 
unforseen  circumstance  that  may  operate  to  destroy  public  confidence. 

Mr.  Robert  Kift  presented  the  question  on  behalf  of  the  retail 
dealers  in  a  paper  which  was  listened  to  with  much  interest  and 
warmly  applauded.     It  was  as  follows  : 

In  the  present  generally  accepted  methods  of  turning  cut  flowers 
into  money,  there  are  four  parties  whose  interests  have  to  be  considered. 
First,  the  producer  or  grower;  second,  the  wholesale  dealer  who  sells  on 
commission;  third,  the  retail  merchant,  who,  as  a  rule,  is  the  only  one 
known  to  the  general  public;  the  fourth  and  flnal,  consumers. 

Probably  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  cut  flower  supply  of  the  country,  out. 
side  of  the  city  of  New  York,  is  disposed  of  in  a  retail  way  by  the  growers 
who  are  so  situated  as  to  meet  the  con  sumers,  and  to  whom  they  sell  direct. 
The  other  eighty  per  cent,  reaches  the  retailer  either  directly  from  the 
grower,  or  indirectly  through  a  market,  or  is  supplied  by  the  wholesale 
dealer  or  commission  man.  It  is  the  disposition  of  this  latter  stock  that 
concerns  us.  When  the  supply  and  demand  are  about  equal,  the  present 
system  seems  to  run  along  quite  smoothly,  and  there  is  very  little  com- 
plaint; but  let  either  extreme  occur,  and  there  is  trouble  at  once.  Then 
comes  the  competitor  in  trade,  and  general  unsettling  of  prices  that  in- 
terferes with  the  best  of  systems  and  puts  everything  at  sixes  and 
sevens.  The  grower,  during  the  short  crop  season,  thinks  on  account  of 
the  more  favorable  returns  of  his  neighboring  competitor  that  he  is  not 
being  treated  right  and  his   next  consignment  is  handled   by  another 
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dealer.  On  the  other  hand,  the  retail  storekeeper,  on  account  of  the 
scarcity  and  consequent  high  prices,  turns  over  his  stock  with  little  or 
no  profit,  or  in  the  other  extremity  is  driven  to  his  wits  end  explaining 
to  his  customers  how  it  is  that  the  fakir  on  the  corner  below  him  is  en- 
abled to  sell  just  as  good  flowers  as  his  at  one-half  to  one-third  the  price. 
We  believe  that  it  is  right  here  that  the  abuses  in  the  business  exist;  the 
extremes  of  supply  and  demand  being  the  cause  of  it  all. 

When  men  are  climbing  over  one  another  to  get  stock  to  fill  their 
orders,  and  there  is  not  nearly  enough  to  go  round,  not  only  do  prices  go 
up,  but  all  sorts  of  fair  and  unfair  methods  are  used  on  both  sides  to 
meet  the  emergency. 

As  the  supply  increases  the  tension  is  removed,  and  things  move 
along  smoothly.  Presently,  however,  the  stocks  being  to  swell  and  swell, 
although  the  demand  may  increase  it  does  not  keep  pace  with  the  supply, 
until  finally  the  other  extreme  is  reached,  and  the  glut  is  on.  The  or- 
dinary requirements  of  the  business  at  this  time  only  take  about  one- 
half  to  one-third  of  the  product  coming  in,  and  the  balance  having  to  be 
sold,  is  disposed  of  to  the  ever-ready  fakir.  Flowers  are  frequently  of- 
fered for  sale  on  the  street  corners  by  these  gentry  at  a  far  lower  figure 
than  was  paid  the  same  day  by  the  retail  dealer;  and  when  his  profit  is 
considered,  it  places  his  cost  price  very  low  indeed.  This  is  a  competi- 
tor that  the  storekeepers  have  to  meet  in  all  our  large  cities  at  the  present 
day. 

Personally,  we  do  not  fear  the  fakir;  he  has  his  place  in  the  busi- 
ness; he  can  handle  and  sell  at  a  profit  the  kind  of  stock  that  could  not 
be  readily  disposed  of  in  the  stores.  But  we  object  most  strenuously  to 
the  favor  that  is  frequently,  in  fact,  almost  universally  shown  this  class 
of  buyers  b}^  growers  and  commission  men,  who,  after  having  supplied 
their  regular  trade  at  the  best  possible  figures,  dump  the  balance  into  the 
arms  of  the  fakirs  at  their  own  price.  Why  not  give  the  storekeeper  the 
benefit  of  this  job  lot  price?  He  is  the  medium  through  which  the  stock 
is  expected  to  be  sold;  the  fakir  is  a  secondary  consideration,  in  fact  he  is 
a  creature  of  the  surplus  without  which  he  could  not  exist. 

Another  formidable  class  of  competitors  and  one  that  must  claim  the 
attention  of  the  retail  dealers  is  the  combination  stores.  In  all  the  larger 
cities  they  are  handling  plants  and  even  cut  flowers  and  provide  another 
outlet  for  the  grower.  The  plan  of  these  large  houses  is  to  purchase  in 
large  quantities,  get  a  bottom  price  and  then  turn  their  stock  over  quickly 
by  reason  of  the  low  prices  at  which  they  are  enabled  to  sell.  Unless  this 
system  should  develop  largely  and  thereby  be  able  to  prove  steady 
customers,  their  trade  should  not  be  encouraged  as  the  tendency  would 
surely  be  toward  lower  prices,  and  such  competition  would  be  ruinous 
rather  than  beneficial.  Competition  has  done  wonders  in  every  line  of 
industry  and  the  flower  business  has  been  greatly  benefited  by  the 
stimulus  its  healthy  action  has  aroused.  The  sight  of  well  grown  flowers 
offered  for  sale  alongside  of  inferior  stock  of  the  same  kind  sets  the  poor 
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grower  thinking  and  wondering  how  it  is  done.  The  improvement  in 
the  quality  of  roses  and  carnations  has  been  very  marked  in  the  past  few 
years,  and  the  competition  of  one  grower's  stock  with  another  has  had 
much  to  do  with  it.  As  a  result  of  competition  in  other  lines,  look  at 
the  daily  newspapers  of  our  large  cities.  In  their  struggle  for  public 
favor  and  recognition  they  have  exerted  themselves  to  the  utmost, 
increasing  the  size  and  general  attractiveness  of  their  journals  and  at  the 
same  time  have  so  reduced  the  cost  that  one  cent  per  copy  is  now  rapidly 
becoming  the  popular  price,  and  their  editions  are  mounting  up  to  the 
hundreds  of  thousands. 

Could  not  intelligent  competition  in  this  business  be  made  to  work 
to  our  advantage  in  a  similar  manner?  It  may  be  possible  to  sell  medium 
and  cheaper  grades  of  flowers  at  lower  rates  than  the  average  current 
yearly  prices  that  now  prevail,  provided  all  are  sold.  It  has  been  our 
experience  that  there  are  seldom  too  many  first-class  flowers  in  the  market. 
It  is  the  medium  and  cheap  grades  that  cause  all  the  trouble.  There  is 
one  thing,  however,  that  must  not  be  lost  sight  of,  and  that  is  that  nO' 
matter  how  strong  the  competition,  flowers  cannot  be  sold  for  any  length 
of  time  below  the  cost  of  production,  and  that  a  profit  must  remain  for 
the  grower,  the  commission  man  and  lastly  the  retail  merchant.  The 
latter  fixes  his  price  according  to  the  price  he  himself  pays.  The  grower 
gets  all  that  he  can,  using  last  season's  prices  as  a  precedent.  I  have 
asked  a  number  of  growers  what  it  cost  to  produce  roses  of  this';  or  that 
kind  in  certain  months  and  have  never  yet  received  a  satisfactory  reply, 
not  that  they  had  any  thing  to  conceal,  but  they  did  not  know,  they  had 
never  figured  it  out. 

Wm.  K.  Harris  in  speaking  about  the  cost  of  pot  plants,  such  as 
Easter  and  bedding  stock,  has  often  said  on  seeing  a  lot  of  plants  sold, 
"That  man  thinks  he  has  made  a  good  sale  while  he  has  lost  money,  as 
he  cannot  grow  them  for  the  price  he  received."  It  is  intelligent  com- 
petition that  will  benefit  the  trade.  A  man  should  have  a  fairly  good 
knowledge  of  what  his  products  cost  him  before  he  offers  them  for  sale. 
Competition  should  have  a  market  to  work  in,  a  place  where  the  buyer 
could  meet  the  seller.  There  should  be  in  every  large  city  a  central 
point  where  the  daily  business  of  the  wholesale  and  retail  dealer  could  be 
transacted.  This  has  been  our  thought  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  but  for 
some  reason  Philadelphia  won't  have  it.  But  that  it  is  the  best  thought 
of  many  others  is  seen  in  the  successful  markets  established  in  New 
York,  Boston,  Cincinnati  and  other  cities.  Even  the  commission  men 
see  the  advantage  of  being  together  and  the  principal  New  York  firms 
are  now  located  so  close  to  each  other  that  a  good  sized  roof  would  cover 
them  all.  Bring  all  the  interested  parties  together,  bring  the  stock  there, 
let  the  common  law  of  supply  and  demand  settle  the  price. 

The  President:  These  short  papers  have  been  read  with  a  view  to 
bringing  out  discussion.     The  subject  is  a  live  one  and  ititeresting,  and 
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the  Chair  hopes  it  will  be  discussed  freely.  There  are  iu  the  audience 
retailers,  growers  and  commission  men,  and  the  Chair  thinks  that  some 
of  them  ought  to  give  us  their  views. 

Mr.  D.  B.  Long,  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  being  called  upon  gave  some 
interesting  details  of  business  methods  in  former  years,  in  disposing 
of  surplus  stock  in  a  legitimate  manner.  He  said  that  when  flowers 
became  unusually  plentiful  an  effort  was  made  to  get  them  into  the 
store  early  in  the  morning  so  that  they  might  be  put  up  in  bunches  or 
set  into  vases.  Then  a  price  was  set  upon  each  bunch  or  vase  and 
they  were  sold  at  that  price  without  being  handled  or  sorted  over 
again.  For  instance,  if  roses  were  listed  at  $5  a  hundred",  the  retail 
price  being  ten  cents  each  or  $1  a  dozen,  but  could  be  bought  from 
the  commission  man  as  low  as  $3  a  hundred,  the  retailer  could  afford 
to  put  a  dozen  of  them  in  a  vase  and  sell  them  at  forty  to  fifty  cents 
in  order  to  keep  them  out  of  the  hands  of  the  fakir.  In  this  way  the 
surplus  stock  could  be  worked  off.  It  did  not  interfere  with  the 
daily  legitimate  trade  and  at  the  same  time  was  apt  to  be  a  good  ad- 
vertising card. 

Speaking  of  his  own  experience,  Mr.  Long  said  that  at  one  time 
he  followed  this  practice.  He  placed  an  assortment  of  mixed  flowers 
in  ordinary  boxes  early  in  the  forenoon  and  filled  the  window  with 
them.  It  was  surprising  how  many  were  asked  for  before  night. 
They  were  labeled  "35  cents  a  box"  and  made  a  big  show.  There 
was  little  trouble  in  doing  this ;  and  of  course  on  a  busy  day,  when 
there  were  many  orders,  it  was  not  necessary  to  do  it.  In  the  larger 
cities  the  surplus  was  oftener  a  difficult  matter  to  contend  with,  and 
he  suggested  that  this  method  of  dealing  with  it  would  have  a  good 
result  as  an  advertisement. 

Upon  another  phase  of  the  subject  Mr.  Long  said  that  the  grower 
ought  to  be  able  to  tell  at  the  end  of  a  season,  whether  a  week,  a 
month  or  a  year,  what  it  had  cost  him  to  produce  a  flower  and  what 
roses  of  a  similar  kind  cost  when  he  was  growing  them  under  like 
conditions  in  the  previous  year ;  but  if,  while  growing  a  flower  he 
were  asked  what  it  co§t  him  to  produce  it,  he  could  not  answer. 

The  President:  The  Chair  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Dillon  what  does 
he  do  to  the  commission  man  who  returns  to  him  a  notice  that  his  flowers 
did  not  sell. 

Mr.  J.  L.  Dillon:  I  would  have  to  look  at  it  in  this  way:  that,  if 
the  market  is  glutted  and  the  surplus  is  on  his  hands,  he  has  done  no 
better  than  I  could  do  myself. 
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Mr.  G.  L.  Grant,  of  Chicago:  I  think  that  both  Mr.  Ward  and 
Mr.  Kift  placed  their  fingers  directly  upon  the  trouble  when  they  stated 
the  fact,  which  is  a  fact,  that  very  few  growers  know  what  it  costs  to  pro- 
duce their  stock.  There  is  the  trouble.  On  account  of  that  ignorance 
competition  is  not  intelligent;  and,  as  Mr.  Kift  said,  what  we  want  is 
intelligent  competition.  I  do  not  believe  that  this  Society  could  do  any 
greater  good  than  to  secure  from  some  of  its  public  spirited  members 
statements,  which  must  necessarily  be  approximate  only,  of  the  cost  of 
growing  certain  flowers  and  plants.  Of  course  I  know  that  markets  vary, 
that  conditions  vary,  and  you  cannot,  for  instance,  set  any  fixed  price 
and  say  that  it  is  the  exact  cost  of  producing  any  variety  of  carnations. 
But  you  can  fix  an  approximate  price.  As  the  matter  now  stands,  the 
average  grower  does  not  know  whether  he  is  a  stone's  throw  from  the 
shore  or  whether  he  is  three  miles  out  on  the  lake,  he  doesn't  know  any- 
thing about  it.  I  have  endeavored  for  years  to  get  some  growers  to  give 
me  some  approximate  figures  of  what  it  costs  to  produce  their  stock. 
The  only  thing  I  succeeded  in  getting  was  that  the  grower  should  receive 
a  return  equal  to  a  dollar  per  square  foot  of  bench  room  for  the  year;  but 
of  course  that  does  not  show  us  anything  about  the  cost  of  producing  cer- 
tain sorts  of  stock.  I  want  to  reiterate  what  I  have  said  about  the  im- 
portance of  ascertaining  the  cost  of  production.  Give  us  something  to 
work  by  and  you  will  accomplish  more  good  than  you  could  in  any  other 
direction. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Coles:  I  would  like  to  ask  Mr.  Grant  if  he  can  throw 
some  light  on  the  question,  how  it  is  possible  for  a  grower  to  find  out 
how  much  a  bench  of  roses  or  a  house  of  roses  will  cost  him.  I  am  at  a 
loss  to  know,  although  I  have  been  a  grower  for,  I  think,  the  last  twenty 
years. 

Mr.  Grant:  I  answer  the  gentleman  by  saying  that  to  get  that  in- 
formation he  would  have  to  adopt  the  processes  that  are  adopted  by  all 
manufacturing  businesses.  Can  you  conceive  of  a  manufacturer  going 
on,  year  after  year,  manufacturing  goods  and  not  knowing  what  they 
cost  or  whether  he  is  making  money  or  losing  money  by  the  transaction? 
I  cannot  conceive  of  such  a  thing.  I  have  had  more  or  less  intimate  re- 
lations with  manufacturing  interests  and  I  know  it  was  a  very  important 
matter  invariably,  in  any  large  establishment,  to  have  a  man  whose  main 
duty  it  was  to  figure  the  costs.  In  nearly  all  large  businesses  sets  of 
books  are  kept  for  each  department  or  for  each  article  that  is  manufac- 
tured. They  would  no  more  dream  of  attempting  to  conduct  a  business 
without  such  a  system  than  to  set  out  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean  without  a 
compass. 

Mr.  D.  B.  Long:  I  would  ask  Mr.  Grant  whether  he  can  formulate 
any  method  or  plan  by  which  the  grower  can  tell,  before  the  season  is 
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over  and  he  has  learned  how  many  roses  he  has  secured  from  the  crop, 
what  is  the  average  cost  to  him.  The  grower  might  open  an  account 
and  put  in  it  every  item  of  cost  of  each  bench  or  house  at  the  end  of 
two  weeks;  he  may  then  liave  cut  fifty  or  five  hundred  from  one  bench, 
but  the  cost  would  vary  with  the  whole  quantity  that  he  cuts.  He  may 
have  his  past  experience  as  a  guide,  but  can  he  tell  the  commission  man 
or  the  retailer,  at  the  time,  or  this  week  for  instance,  how  much  it  will 
cost  to  get  the  present  quantity  ? 

Mr.  Grant:  I  believe  there  are  members  here  who  can  answer  that 
question.     1  know  there  are  some  wise  gentlemen  here. 

Mr.  Edavin  Lonsdale  :  I  would  like  to  hear  from  the  retail  mer- 
chants. Can  they  tell  us  how  much  it  costs  to  sell  a  dozen  rosebuds  ? 
[Merriment.]  What  I  was  going  to  say  was  that  there  are  no  two 
growers  who  can  get  the  thing  down  so  fine  that  it  will  cost  each  the 
same  amount  of  money  to  produce  a  certain  crop.  I  know  this  —  we 
will  take  the  American  Beauty,  for  instance,  —  that  there  are  some  rose 
growers  who  do  not  realize  more  than  twenty-five  cents  a  square  foot 
from  their  house,  taking  the  whole  season  through,  whereas  there  are 
growers  who  realize  three  dollars  a  square  foot. 

N'ow,  a  word  further  about  the  retail  merchant.  I  have  noticed  that 
all  they  seem  to  know  is  what  they  paid  for  a  dozen  roses,  for  instance, 
and  then  to  multiply  by  two;  and  that  gives  them  the  price  at  which  to 
sell.     [Boisterous  merriment  and  applause.] 

Mr.  Robert  Kift  :  I  would  say  to  Mr.  Lonsdale  that  there  is  cer- 
tainly a  great  deal  of  loss  in  handling  cut  flowers  in  a  retail  way.  It  may 
be  true  that  there  is,  on  the  part  of  some  retailers,  a  plan  (although  it  is 
not  always  business  policy  to  make  it  a  plan),  to  take  the  grower's  price 
and  multiply  it  by  two.  At  certain  times  in  the  year,  during  a  warm 
spell,  for  instance,  flowers  are  plentiful,  and  if  we  then  attempted  to  sell 
our  surplus  at  a  price  equal  to  the  price  paid  the  grower  multiplied  by 
two,  we  would  not  have  a  customer  enter  our  stores.  At  other  times, 
when  flowers  become  scarce,  prices  rise  and  there  is  a  legitimate 
profit.  Those  fluctuations  in  price  and  changes  of  conditions  frequently 
occur.  The  stock  on  hand  may  accumulate,  and  then  it  is  diflScult  to 
dispose  of  it.  Some  days  our  stock  is  entirely  sold  out  and  on  other  days 
there  is  a  great  deal  on  hand.  Of  course  we  do  the  best  we  can.  As  to 
the  actual  loss  in  business  on  accumulations  of  stock,  I  have  found  after 
making  some  inquiries,  that  it  averages  twenty  per  cent.  I  believe 
there  is  fully  that  much  loss  in  the  retail  store. 

Mr.  Edward  Reid,  of  Philadelphia  :  In  behalf  of  thfe  commission 
dealers  I  would  like  to  say  a  word.  My  experience  is  that  we  have  about 
the  hardest  row  to  hoe  of  any  one  in  the  business.     It  has  always  been  a 
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question  with  the  commission  man  as  to  how  he  could  control  the  sur- 
plus stock.  His  first  outlook  is  to  try  to  get  all  that  he  can  for  the  grower, 
and  next,  he  has  to  do  what  he  can  to  please  the  retailer. 

The  speaker  here  replied  to  Mr.  Kift's  statement,  that  when  there 
was  a  plentiful  supply  on  his  hands,  after  the  retailer  had  been  served, 
the  commission  man  gave  the  fakir  the  benefit  of  a  slump  price  because 
the  latter  took  from  the  commission  man  the  balance  on  his  hands. 
He  explained,  that  when  the  commission  man  went  to  the  retailer  and 
asked  how  much  stock  he  wanted  for  the  day,  and  was  told  that  only 
a  limited  quantity  of  flowers  was  needed,  he  was  unable  to  give  the 
retailer  the  benefit  of  a  price  for  a  large  quantity.  Mr.  Reid  went  on 
to  say  that  he  would  be  glad  to  give  every  retailer  the  same  chance  that 
was  given  to  the  fakir  ;  that  he  did  not  want  to  sell  to  the  fakir,  but 
he  would  sell  to  anybody  that  paid  cash  for  the  flowers,  as  it  was  his 
business  to  get  all  the  money  out  of  the  goods  that  he  possibly  could. 
It  was  not  an  advantage  to  him  to  sell  to  a  fakir  in  preference  to  a 
retailer. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Ward:  The  cost  of  production  is  a  matter  of  bookkeep- 
ing. It  may  be  said  in  behalf  of  growers  that  comparatively  few  of  them 
are  bookkeepers,  and  but  few  of  them  keep  such  a  set  of  books  as  would 
enable  them  to  tell  exactly  what  their  running  expenses  are.  By  run- 
ning expenses  I  do  not  mean  the  actual  amount  of  cash  which  you  pay 
out  each  year,  because  that  does  not  measure  your  running  expenses. 
The  depreciation  on  property  and  on  your  plant  ;  the  interest  on 
your  capital;  the  time  you  spend  yourself  and  the  wages  you  would  earn 
if  the  same  time  was  spent  in  some  other  line  of  business,  are  as  much  a 
part  of  your  running  expenses  as  the  money  that  you  actually  pay  out 
for  coal  and  labor.  Now,  it  is  a  fact  in  I'egard  to  the'  cutting  trade  that 
a  large  proportion  of  rooted  cuttings  are  being  sold  considerably  below 
the  cost  of  production,  when  the  cost  of  production  is  reckoned  as  manu- 
facturing concerns  reckon  the  cost  of  producing  goods. 

I  was  astonished  recently  to  receive  a  letter  from  a  gentleman  in 
which  he  stated  that  he  was  advertising  rooted  cuttings  at  $5  a  thousand. 
I  estimated  that  it  was  impossible  for  him  to  make  any  profit  at  that 
figure.  I  am  fully  satisfied  that  in  reckoning  'his  cost  of  production,  he 
did  not  include  anything  for  the  use  of  his  plant,  for  his  own  time  and 
other  items,  because  I  went  over  it  very  carefully  and  reckoned  all  those 
things.  I  made  up  my  mind  that  I  could  not  sell  those  cuttings  at  less 
than  SIO  a  thousand  and  pay  my  running  expenses;  and  that  would  have 
left  me  at  the  end  of  ten  years  without  enough  money  to  rebuild  the 
plant.  Now  when  you  are  running  your  business  on  that  basis,  you  are 
not  running  it  on  a  basis  of  profit  but  on  one  of  loss. 

Here  the  discussion  closed. 
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THE     QUESTION    BOX. 

At  this  point  the  Question  Box  was  again  taken  up.  The  first 
question  was:  "What  is  the  best  method  of  forcing  hardy  roses?" 
Nobody  being  prepared  to  respond  to  it,  this  question  was  passed 
over. 

The  President  read  the  next  question  as  follows  :  "Are  herba- 
ceous plants  worthy  of  special  attention  from  the  commercial  florist?" 
He  called  upon  Mr.  Rawson  to  respond. 

Mr  Kawson  replied:     Yes  and  no.     [Merriment.] 
The  President  requested  a  more  specific  response. 

Mr.  Rawson:  I  think  the  President  himself  has  answered  that 
question  in  a  first-class  way,  in  the  American  Florist.  It  is  contained  in 
what  is  called  "The  Horticultural  Number,"  which  is  one  of  the  most 
artistic  issues  ever  printed  by  tlie  firm. 

The  President  read  the  next  question  as  follows  :  "What  is 
the  best  remedy  for  I'ust?" 

Mr.  S.  J.  Reuter  responded  by  coming  forward  to  the  platform 
and  reading  a  paper  on  the  subject  which  he  had  prepared.  It  was 
as  follows : 

This  is  rather  a  difficult  question  to  answer,  and  I  doubt  very  much 
if  there  is  any  chemical  which  has  proved  to  be  an  absolute  remedy.  A 
better  question  would  have  been,  "how  can  we  keep  rust  off?"  It  is 
prevention  we  want  much  more  than  cures.  Not  being  fortunate  enough 
to  know  the  so-much-sought-after  best  remedy  for  rust,  I  will  only  be 
able  to  impart  to  you  what  experience  I  have  had  with  it  and  what  I  be- 
lieve is  the  best  weapon  we  have  so  far  to  fight  it  with. 

Let  us  be  very  careful  what  stock  we  use  for  our  cuttings;  let  it  be 
from  nothing  but  good  healthy  plants,  free  from  all  diseases,  and  take 
only  short-jointed  hardy  pips.  Never  allow  them  to  wilt  in  sand  bed  nor 
to  remain  in  sand  any  longer  than  to  be  sufficiently  rooted.  Years  ago  it 
had  been  our  custom  to  commence  rooting  our  main  crop  as  early  as  the 
middle  of  January.  When  rooted  we  potted  them  in  two  and  one-quarter 
inch  pots  and  after  they  needed  a  shift  we  set  the  plants  in  flats  three 
inches  deep  with  about  an  inch  of  rotted  manure  in  the  bottom  and 
placed  the  flats  in  cold  frames.  I  believed  that  there  was  no  better  way 
of  doing,  but  experience  has  taught  me  that  plants  rooted  just  early 
enough  to  be  established  in  two-inch  pots  by  the  time  they  are  to  be 
planted  outside,  make  much  nicer  plants  and  will  stand  the  changing 
from  field  to  the  house  much  better. 
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When  planted  we  give  our  benches  a  good  watering;  after  this  we 
are  very  careful  not  to  keep  the  soil  too  wet  as  no  root  action  will  set  in 
in  too  wet  soil.  We  also  avoid  direct  draught  which  I  consider  very 
dangerous  to  newly  planted  plants.  As  long  as  the  days  are  bright  and 
warm  we  syringe  accordingly  but  during  December,  January  and  the 
first  part  of  February,  we  try  to  keep  the  foliage  dry  by  holding  the  hose 
between  the  rows.  Whenever  I  have  had  rust  on  my  carnations  I  found 
the  same  on  the  lower  part  of  the  plant  first  where  the  foliage  would  not 
dry  off  as  quickly,  showing  as  I  think,  that  wet  foliage  on  cloudy  days 
and  over  nights  is  a  great  inducer  to  rust. 

I  have  also  found  that  extremes  in  the  other  direction  have  the  same 
results.  Of  this  I  had  a  good  illustration.  A  few  years  ago  we  had  one 
house  of  Silver  Spray  which  made  a  very  nice,  strong,  healthy  growth. 
I  distinctly  remember  of  going  through  that  house  one  day  examining 
the  plants,  to  see  if  they  had  some  rust,  for  as  we  all  well  know  Silver 
Spray  will  take  rust  as  quick  if  not  quicker  than  any  other  carnation.  I 
found  the  plants  then  perfectly  clean,  not  a  speck  of  rust  on  any  of  them. 
Being  otherwise  busy  I  did  not  come  into  that  house  again  for  over  two 
weeks,  when  I  found  that  at  one  end  of  one  of  the  benches  for  about 
thirty-five  feet  in  length,  the  plants  had  the  rust  very  badly.  On  exam- 
ining the  bench  more  closely  I  found  the  soil  very  dry;  that  part  of  the 
bench  had  been  allowed  to  have  too  much  soil  which  made  the  water  run 
off  too  quickly.  The  young  man  having  charge  of  that  section  being 
somewhat  careless  had  allowed  the  bench  to  get  very  dry.  I  then  had 
what  surplus  soil  we  could  get  without  disturbing  the  roots  of  the  plants 
taken  off,  then  the  plants  were  given  a  good  watering.  With  careful 
handling  after  that  every  plant  outgrew  the  rust  nicely  without  any  other 
remedy. 

All  this  must  show  us  that  any  course  which  gives  the  plant  a  check 
and  impairs  its  vitality  makes  it  an  easy  victim  to  rust.  I  have  always 
been  more  troubled  with  keeping  Daybreak  clean  than  any  other  carna- 
tion and  for  this  variety  I  have  tried  a  number  of  remedies,  but  I  must 
confess  I  am  not  able  to  say  if  any  of  them  have  done  the  plants  any 
good  or  the  rust  any  harm.  Sulphide  potassium,  copper  sulphate  in 
ammonia  and  fostite  we  have  used  for  some  time. 

Until  last  February  we  used  the  cold  hydrant  water  and  I  don't  think 
that  there  can  be  any  question  but  that  the  using  of  the  ice  cold  water 
during  the  winter  months  is  hurtful  to  the  plants  and  induces  the  rust. 
We  are  now  running  our  water  main  through  a  steam  drum  which  sets 
directly  over  one  of  the  boilers  and  is  connected  with  the  same.  In  this 
way  we  can  have  our  water  most  any  temperature  we  desire  and  I  be- 
lieve that  if  the  plants  are  syringed  and  watered  with  water  a  few  degrees 
above  the  temperature  of  the  house  rust  will  not  find  it  so  easy  to  get  a 
hold. 

We  experimented  somewhat  last  winter  with  hot  water,  selecting  a 
few  plants  which  had  some  rust  and  syringing  them  with  water  quite 
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hot.  After  three  syringings  we  found  the  rust  had  completely  dried  up 
so  I  have  some  reason  to  believe  that  water  which  is  a  few  degrees 
warmer  than  the  temperature  of  the  house  will  help  plants  materially. 
In  my  experience  the  best  remedy  found  so  far  is,  first  of  all,  healthy 
stock,  strict  attention  to  the  smallest  details  which  so  often  seem  to  us  of 
no  importance,  plenty  of  fresh  air  daily  and  particularly  in  cloudy  winter 
days,  cleanliness  in  our  houses  and  confining  ourselves  as  much  as  possi- 
ble to  strong  growing  varieties.  With  this  treatment,  I  believe  the 
divine  flower  will  flourish  and  still  further  improve  even  without  a  sure 
remedy  for  rust. 

The  President  here  read  the  following  and  called  for  a  reply  to 
it  by  Mr.  Hill,  viz.  :  "  Has  any  progress  been  made  in  the  produc- 
tion of  extra  early  and  extra  late  chrysanthemums,  and  if  so,  with 
what  results  financially  ?  " 

Mr.  E.  G.  Hill  responded :  I  think  there  has  been  very  satisfactory  re- 
sults obtained  of  late  years  in  the  production  of  extra  early  chrysanthe- 
mums. Of  course  we  all  recognize  that  Madame  Bergmann  is  one  of  the 
best  early  chrysanthemums;  that  is,  approximating  more  nearly  than  any 
other  to  the  standard  of  the  mid-summer  varieties.  Kow  there  has  been 
introduced  a  California  variety  called  Glory  of  the  Pacific.  It  is  a  beau- 
tiful light  pink,  similar  in  color  to  the  carnation  Daybreak,  and  it  blooms 
at  the  same  time  that  Madame  Bergmann  does.  It  is  larger,  and  the  fact 
is  it  was  equal,  with  us,  to  the  finest  of  the  standard  varieties  last  year. 
This  I  consider  a  very  decided  acquisition.  I  may  also  say  that  the  variety. 
Lady  Fitz  Wygram,  precedes  Madame  Bergmann  in  the  time  of  its  bloom- 
ing but  it  is  lacking  in  substance  somewhat;  is  not  a  full  flower  by  any 
means,  and  yet  those  who  are  interested  in  the  production  of  early  var- 
ieties look  upon  it  as  useful,  coming  as  it  does  before  Madame  Bergmann. 
In  fact,  the  flowers  are  what  we  might  call  second  quality;  but  they  are 
very  good  considering  that  they  open  in  the  latter  part  of  September  and 
the  first  days  of  October. 

Madame  Bergmann  is  followed  by  other  early  varieties  —  the  variety 
M.  de  Montmort  and  Merry  Monarch,  both  useful  and  valuable  sorts. 
They  come,  I  think,  about  the  12th  or  13th  of  October.  The  variety 
Marion  Henderson  is  also  a  most  useful  variety,  comparing  favorably  with 
the  best  of  the  mid-season  varieties  ;  in  fact,  it  is  really  one  of  the  first 
class.  I  think  we  are  making  progress  in  that  line  in  the  way  of  early 
chrysanthemums.  They  seem  to  be  in  demand,  and  I  think  the  demand 
has  been  equal  to  the  supply  thus  far  ;  in  fact,  I  think  the  demand  has 
been  greater  than  the  supply. 

In  regard  to  late  varieties,  in  the  present  state  of  the  market  the 
supply  has  about  equaled  the  demand  ;  but  if  many  persons  or  firms  were 
to  go  into  growing  them  the  market  would  soon  be  over-stocked,  as  there 
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is  only  a  limited  use  for  very  late  varieties.  There  are  a  few  varieties  that 
can  be  retarded  and  held  back  for  Thanksgiving,  and  even  later,  —  con- 
siderably later.  One  of  these  is  the  old  W.  H.  Lincoln.  I  think  the 
variety  Eiderdown  is  a  most  magnificent  chrysanthemum  of  the  hirsute 
or  hairy  type,  and  it  can  be  retarded  and  held  until  the  last  days  of  the 
mouth  of  November.  Mr.  Craig  introduced,  last  year,  a  variety  by  the 
name  of  Liberty,  which  bloomed  in  the  early  part  of  December  or  end 
of  November.  It  is  a  beautiful  yellow,  of  the  Viviand-Morel  type,  first- 
class  in  every  respect  and  of  good  quality.  I  think  it  will  be  grown  suc- 
cessfully. 

Mr.  Rawson  :  I  would  like  to  hear  from  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Hill) 
about  the  variety  Challenge.     [Merriment.]     Is  it  still  "  a  challenge  ?  " 

Mr.  Hill  :  The  judges  at  the  World's  Fair,  and  in  some  other 
places,  should  be  authority  as  to  that  variety.  The  former  gave  it 
SlOO  premium  and  a  gold  medal  as  the  best  variety  of  the  year,  and  they 
were  supposed  to  be  competent  judges.  That  was  very  satisfactory  to 
the  raiser.  The  variety  is  justly  considered  by  a  few  prominent  men  in 
the  chrysanthemum  trade  as  one  of  the  finest  and  most  valuable  late 
varieties.  However,  it  has  one  fault,  and  that  is  the  damping  or  black- 
ening of  a  large  percentage  of  the  crown  buds.  But  if  cut  back  imme- 
diately the  lateral  buds  go  ahead  and  produce  fine  flowers. 

Mr.  C.  W.  TuRNLEY  :  Mr.  President,  I  had  a  small  house  of  the 
variety  Mrs.  Langtry,  which  was  very  profitable  with  me  last  season.  I 
was  fortunate  enough  to  hold  them  quite  late,  and  sold  them  all  at  quite 
a  profit. 

The  President  read  the  next  question  as  follows  :  "Is  the  use 
of  ribbon  and  paper  adornment  on  plants  for  Easter  and  other  occa- 
sions to  be  commended?  " 

A  reply  by  Mr,  W.  G.  Bertermann,  in  writing,  which  had  been 
received  by  mail   was  read  by  the  Secretary. 

The  paper  was  as  follows  : 

It  is  admissable,  in  a  moderate  and  artistic  way,  if  used  to  hide  the 
pot  or  to  cover  bare  stem,  and  also  to  attach  card;  but  the  too  liberal 
use  of  ribbons  on  plants  should  not  be  encouraged.  Use  of  ribbons  on 
baskets  and  bouquets  has  been  greatly  overdone  of  late  in  some  localities, 
which  has  brought  on  the  criticisms.  It  is  necessary  that  new  and  novel 
things  be  shown  to  the  customers;  they  demand  it,  and  under  these  cir- 
cumstances abuses  have  crept  in.  Many  dealers  neglect  to  wrap  their 
plants  when  sold  in  neat,  clean  paper,  using  common  straw  or  news- 
papers instead.  In  this  line,  Paris  and  foreign  cities  are  ahead;  but  it  is 
also  overdone  by  making  a  plant  appear  in  a  paper  dress. 
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The  President  read  the  next  question  as  follows  :  "  What  is  a 
'  naturally  grown  '  plant  ?  " 

An  answer  to  the  question,  in  writing,  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Ewing,  of 
Toronto,  Canada,  to  whom  the  question  had  been  assigned,  was  here 
read  by  the  Secretary.     The  paper  was  as  follows  : 

This  question  has  the  ring  of  having  been  asked  to  settle  an  argu- 
ment or  dispute.  It  strikes  me  as  being  an  excellent  question  to  bring 
up  in  a  club  meeting  some  night  when  business  is  slack,  and  when  there 
would  be  plenty  of  time  for  gentlemen  with  hair-splitting  propensities  to 
exercise  their  talents.  However,  in  case  I  should  wrong  the  questioner 
by  attributing  motives  which  did  not  move  him  ;  and  in  case  he  really 
does  not  know  what  a  "  naturally  grown  "  plant  is,  I  would  say  that  in 
the  generally  accepted  sense  of  the  phrase,  a  "  naturally  grown  "  plant 
is  one  that  has  been  allowed  to  assume  its  natural  form  without  pinching 
or  pruning  beyond  what  is  necessary  for  its  good  health  and  proportion. 
Take  some  easy  examples.  A  coleus  if  allowed  to  grow  without  pinch- 
ing will  naturally  assume  a  pyramidal  outline.  A  rose  without  pruning 
will  naturally  take  bush  form,  —  different  varieties  different  outlines. 
Chrysanthemums  left  to  themselves  will  grow  like  herbaceous  phloxes  ; 
coleus,  roses  and  chrysanthemums  can  be  pinched  and  pruned  to  make 
them  assume  almost  any  desired  shape;  but  when  treated  thus  they  are 
not  "  naturally  grown  "  plants. 

Of  course  it  is  quite  conceivable  that  a  plant  that  has  been  grown  in 
a  natural  state  should  be  called  "  naturallj''  grown,"  without  reference 
to  form  or  outline;  and,  doubtless,  the  phrase  is  occasionally  used  in  that 
sense,  but  in  trade  circles  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  former  is  the  correct 
definition. 

FINAL    RESOLUTIONS. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Shelmire,  of  Avondale,  Pa.,  from  the  Committee  on 
Final  Resolutions,  presented  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Final  Resolutions  beg  leave  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report : 

Whereas,  The  florists  and  citizens  of  the  beautiful  city  on  the 
lake  having  more  than  made  good  their  promises  of  good  will,  by  giving 
to  us  a  most  generous  entertainment  and  greeting  ;  and  they  having 
sought  without  stint  to  make  our  stay  in  Cleveland  agreeable,  pleasant 
and  profitable  ;  therefore, 

Besolved,  That  the  officers  and  members  of  the  Society  of  American 
Florists  feel  grateful  for  these  courtesies  so  generously  extended;  and, 

JResolved,  That  we  also  tender  our  thanks  to  Mayor  McKisson,  the 
Common  Council,  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  citizens  of  Cleveland,  for 
their  kindly  welcome. 
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Resolved,  That  we  are  under  especial  obligations  to  the  Cleveland 
Florists'  Club,  and  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  M.  Gasser  in  particular,  for  their 
generous  hospitality,  and  for  the  very  perfect  manner  in  which  they  have 
received  and  entertained  each  and  every  one  of  us. 

Besolved,  That  our  cordial  thanks  are  hereby  extended  to  the  local 
club  for  the  magnificent  exhibition  they  have  carried  forward  with  such 
signal  success  ;  thereby  setting  a  most  worthy  example,  which  we  hope 
will  become  an  annual  feature  of  our  yearly  meeting. 

Resolved,  We  specially  extend  to  the  press  of  Cleveland  our  hearty 
thanks  for  their  excellent  and  accurate  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  this 
meeting. 

'  John  G.  Esler. 
E.  G.  Hill. 
W.  R.  Shelmire. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Edwin  Lonsdale,  the  report  was  adopted. 

MISCELLANEOUS   BUSINESS. 

The  President  :  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  as  your  presiding  officer, 
I  wish  to  say  that  I  am  much  pleased  with  the  resolutions  which  have 
just  been  reported,  and  I  do  not  think  that  the  committee  have  worded 
them  any  too  strongly.  Personally  I  want  to  thank  every  one  of  the 
members  here  for  the  respectful  way  in  which  they  have  recognized  the 
rulings  of  the  Chair;  and  I  have  tried  not  to  be  arbitrary,  as  you  know. 
I  shall  always  look  back  with  pleasui'e  to  the  honor  I  have  enjoyed  as 
President  during  this  auspicious  year,  for  I  think  the  convention  at 
Cleveland  has  been  an  unqualified  success.  I  hope  you  will  all  agree 
with  me.  The  flower  show  also  was  a  spectacle  that  we  will  never  for- 
get. May  we  in  other  cities  have  the  good  fortune  to  hold  as  fine  a  show 
and  have  as  fine  a  place  to  hold  it  in  as  the  one  here.  It  is  evident, 
however,  that  the  exhibition  being  such  a  magnificent  attraction,  kept 
some  of  our  members  away  from  us.  There  may  be  a  way  of  obviating 
that  difficulty  in  the  future,  by  holding  our  business  sessions  during 
hours  when  the  flower  show  is  closed. 

I  thank  you,  one  and  all,  for  the  kindness  you  have  shown  me  and 
the  magnificent  gift  which  you  presented  to  me  tonight.  1  hope  to  see 
every  one  of  you  at  Providence  next  year. 

The  Convention  then  adjourned  to  meet  in  Providence,  R.  I.,  in 
August,  1897. 

After  adjournment,  the  presentation  of  some  of  the  prizes  in  the 
bowling  contest  was  made  by  Vice-President  Graham,  who  awarded 
a  beautiful  silver  cup  to  Mr.  John  Bader,  representing  the  Pittsburg 
team,  and  a  handsome  gold  medal  to  President  Scott.  The  presen- 
tation of  the  remaining  prizes  was  deferred  until  the  following  day. 
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FOURTH  DAY. 

Cleveland,  0.,  Friday,  Aug.  21,   1896. 

The  program  of  entertainment  tendered  to  the  Society  of 
American  Florists  by  the  Cleveland  Florists'  Club  was  completed  to- 
day with  a  tally-ho  and  carriage  drive  through  Euclid  Avenue,  the 
Boulevards,  Wade  Park  and  Gordon  Park.  Friday  was  the  Cleve- 
land florists'  own  day.  Cleveland  hospitality  was  fully  equal  to  the 
occasion  and  the  ride  will  long  be  remembered  with  pleasure  by  those 
who  participated.  Between  forty  and  fifty  tally-hos  and  other  vehi- 
cles resplendent  with  floral  decorations  were  in  line. 

Ten  o'clock  was  the  time  set  for  starting.  At  that  hour  Superior 
street  in  the  vicinity  of  Army  and  Navy  Hall  presented  an  animated 
picture.  On  all  sides  were  tally-hos,  drags  and  carriages  gorgeous 
with  bright  gladiolus,  geraniums  and  sunflowers,  with  harnesses  fes- 
tooned with  evergreen  and  big  hydrangea  plumes  nodding  on  the 
horses'  heads.  At  10.15  the  horns  sounded  and  the  great  procession 
was  soon  in  motion,  the  sidewalks  lined  with  spectators  attracted  by 
the  gay  parade.  The  route  was  through  Cleveland's  noted  residen- 
tial thoroughfare,  Euclid  Avenue,  to  Wade  and  G-ordon  Parks,  the 
natural  beauty  of  which  surprised  and  delighted  the  visitors.  At  the 
picnic  grounds  all  dismounted  and  lunch  was  partaken  of. 

The  return  to  the  city  was  through  a  densely  settled  section  and 
the  excursionists  had  high  sport  throwing  the  flowers  which  had 
decked  the  carriages  to  the  crowds  of  excited  and  scrambling  children 
who  flocked  by  thousands  all  along  the  last  two  or  three  miles  of  the 
route. 

The  affair  was  in  all  respects  a  grand  success  bringing  to  a  close 
in  a  fitting  manner  a  convention  that  had  been  marked  throughout  by 
loyalty,  harmony  and  enthusiasm  of  the  sort  that  always  wins. 

WM.  J.  STEWART, 

Secretary. 
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ANNUAL  Meeting  of  the  Florists'  Hail  Association. 


This  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  Aug.  19th. 
The  reports  of  the  hecretary  and  Treasurer  were  received.     They 
are  as  follows : 

The  number  of  members  in  the  Florists'  Hail  Association  on  August 
1,  1896,  was  652.  The  risk  at  that  time  was  upon  2,454,519  square  feet  of 
single  thick  glass;  on  4,008,076  square  feet  of  double  thick  glass.  An 
extra  one-half  insurance  upon  63,495  square  feet  of  single  thick  glass  and 
on  176,157  square  feet  of  double  thick  glass.  Also  an  extra  whole  insur- 
ance upon  489,600  square  feet  of  single  thick  glass  and  on  931,800  square 
feet  of  double  thick  glass,  making  a  total  risk  equal  to  a  single  insurance 
upon  8,003,820  square  feet  of  glass.  The  reserve  fund  consists  of  $3,500 
invested  in  bonds  and  -fl ,121.77  cash  in  hands  of  the  Treasurer. 

The  Pierce  mortgage,  an  investment  amounting  to  $600.00,  made  by 
a  former  Treasurer,  M.  A.  Hunt,  on  real  estate  in  Terre  Haute,  Indiana, 
has  been  paid,  and  now  appears  in  cash  balance  in  the  hands  of  the 
Treasurer.  The  amount  of  emergency  fund  in  hand  on  August  1,  1896, 
was  $681.88.  The  sixth  assessment  levied  on  April  13, 1896,  brought  to 
the  treasury  $4,858.18. 

The  expenditures  for  the  year  have  been  $806.29;  this  includes  sta- 
tionery, salary  of  officers,  collection  of  mortgage,  advertising,  and  all 
necessary  expenses. 

The  sum  of  $7,380.86  has  been  paid  for  glass  broken  during  the  year, 
which  is  the  largest  sum  that  has  been  paid  in  any  year  since  the  organi- 
zation of  the  Association;  over  $6,000.00  of  this  having  been  paid  in  one 
week.  37,461  square  feet  of  single  thick  glass  belonging  to  members, 
and  31,469  square  feet  of  double  thick  glass,  have  been  broken  during  the 
year  by  hail.  Of  single  thick  glass,  one  square  foot  out  of  every  65^fff f, 
and  of  double  thick  glass,  one  square  foot  out  of  every  127it459  insured 
was  broken.  This  is  the  largest  percentage  of  loss  that  the  Association 
has  ever  sustained  in  a  single  year. 

The  Secretary  has  been  able  to  locate  hail  storms  in  fifteen  different 
states  and  territories  during  the  past  year. 

Considering  the  severe  test  to  which  the  Florists'  Hail  Association 
has  been  subjected  during  the  past  year,  its  efficiency  may  be  considered 
to  have  been  fully  established. 
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The  new  business  for  the  past  year  has  supplied  the  delinquencies 
from  the  sixth  assessment,  and  has  given  a  handsome  increase  besides 
to  the  amount  of  glass  already  insured.  Judging  from  inquiries  received 
a  large  increase  of  business  may  be  looked  for  during  the  ensuing  year, 

John  G.  Esler,  Secretary. 


treasurer's  report. 

Miscellaneous  Expenditures. 

August  3, 18!»5.  A.  T.  De  La  Mare  Printing  and  Pub- 
lishing Co.    ....... 

August  27,  1895,  collection  of  interest  on  bond 
Sept.  7, 1895,  John  G.  Esler,  expressage  on  books 

"     7, 1895,  Wilson,  Humphrey  &  Co.,  assessment 

books    

Sept.  14, 1895,  American  Florist  Co.,  advertising 

"    30, 1895,  A.  T.  De  La  Mare  Printing  and  Pub- 
lishing Co 

Dec.  9,  1895,  A.  T.  DeLaMare  Printing  and  Publish. 

ing  Co. 

Dec.  16, 1895,  J.  M.  Jordan  settling  Pierce  mort'ge 
Jan.  9, 1896,  Florists'  Exchange,  advertising    . 

"    16,  American  Florist,  advertising 

"    27,  John  G.  Esler,  six  months'  salary 
Feb.  24,  Hackensack  Republican 

"    24,  A.  T.  De  La  Mare  Print,   and  Publish.  Co. 
April  1,  Albert  M.  Herr,  box  rent  and  postage  . 

"     1,  J.  A.  Newby,  refunded  money 

"  15,  John  G.  Esler,  postage 
May  12,  Hackenacks  Republican 

"    25,  Market  Street  Printing  House 

"  27,  A.  T.  De  La  Mare  Print,  and  Publish.  Co. 
June  19,  A.  T.  De  La  Mare  Print,  and  Publish.  Co. 
July  2,  J.  M.  .Jordan,  salary        .... 

"    2,  J.  G.  Esler,  salary 

"    2,  Albert  M.  Herr,  salary   .... 

"    5,  A.  T.  De  La  Mare  Print,  and  Publish.  Co. 

"    7,  Florists'  Exchange,  advertising 

"    13,  J.  G.  Esler,  postage      .... 

"    18,  Albert  M.  Herr,  postage 

"    29,  J.  M.  Jordan,  postage  .... 


Total 


Losses  Paid. 


Aug.  8, 1895,  B.  Jacobs,  Canton,  O.  . 

"    8,  W.  H.  GuUette  &  Sons,  Lincoln,  111. 

•'     12,  Andrew  Washburn,  Bloomington,  111. 

"     14,  J.  H.  Werks,  Liberty,  Mo.  . 

"     26,  A.  I.  Maibe,  Marshalltown,  la.    . 

"     26,  Mangold  Bros.,  Atchison,  Kan.  . 
Sept.  20,  Fred  Ehrbach,  Cleveland,  O. 

Carried  forward        .         .         .         .         . 


S7  50 

.15 

1.70 

27.00 
29.05 

2.50 

16.55 

24.50 

8.50 

5.95 

200.00 

3.50 

7.85 
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25.75 

7.00 

2.75 

1.50 

9.85 

30.00 

200.00 

100,00 

2.65 

6.50 

15.10 

18.00 

18.25 


.S2.00 
22.49 
79.80 
11.66 
8.25 
8.23 
12.84 

$145.27 


$806.29 
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Brought  forward         .... 
April  13,  1896,  Thomas  Newell,  Streator,  111. 
"     13,  J.  H.  Meyer,  Moberly,  Mo. 
"     20,  S.  H.  Beaver,  Seward,  Neb. 
^,  A.  P.  Steele,  Wadsworth,  O. 

I,  R.  Roy  Davis  &  Soa,  Morrison,  111. 

],  C.  L.  Ellis  &  Co.,  Wyoming,  111. 

),  Mrs.  Mary  Eaton,  Lyons,  la. 

),  Raymond  Miller,  Abilene,  Kans. 

),  Mrs.  S.  H.  Bagley,  Abilene,  Kan 

L,  Alexander  Waldbart,  St.  Louis 

.,  Julius  Staack,  Moline.  111.     . 

.,  Robert  Scott  &  Son,  Philadelphia 

L,  S.  H.  Beaver,  Seward,  Neb. 

.,  S.  W.  Pike,  Akron,  O.  . 

1:,  C.  Young's  Sons,  St.  Louis  • 

),  Charles  Halzborn,  St.  Louis  . 

5,  C.  F.  Raumbaugh,  Fremont,  O. 

5,  Felter  &  Brecker,  St.  Louis  . 

5,  Robert  F.  Tesson,  St.  Louis 

),  Michel  Plant  &  Bulb  Co.,  St.  Louis 

3,  Jordan  Floral  Co.,  St.  Louis 

5,  Oscar  Wright,  "Moundsville,  W.  Va. 

),  Fred  Summerfield,  Springfield,  Mo. 

),  Mrs.  J.  E.  Patton,  Trenton,  Mo.  . 
"     17,  B.  Simanton,  Falls  City,  Neb.     . 
"     19,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Scott,  Atlantic,  la.     . 
"     19,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Patton,  Trenton,  Mo. 
"     22,  John  L.  Brady,  Medicine  Lodge,  Kans 
"     24,  John  G.  Knoll,  St.  Louis     . 
"     24,  N.  S.  Griffith,  Independence,  Mo. 
"     26,  Mrs.  M.  D.  Eggling,  St.  Louis    . 
"     27,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Scott,  Atlantic,  la.    . 
"     29,  F.  Kuchenmeister,  Wichita,  Kans. 
"     29,  W.  Horlacher,  Junction  City,  Kans 
July  6,  Chas.  A.  Juengel,  St.  Louis  . 
"     10,  Elbert  Corbin,  Grand  Island,  Neb. 
"     24,  George  Clark,  Denver,  Col. 

Total 

Aug.  1,  1896,  total  disbursements  to  date  . 

BeceixJts. 


$145.27 

4.65 

4.78 

8.55 

4.08 
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2.24 

21.08 

18.50 

3.35 

69.80 

17.50 

59.32 

21.25 

91.18 

3,739.86 

27.40 

6.61 

19.25 

893.02 

1,109.60 

143.78 

5.61 

8.25 

7.00 

50.32 

206.21 

7.00 

14.70 

102.54 
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379.10 

36.19 

4.76 

17.76 

50.00 

4.30 
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S7,380.85 

$8,187.14 


August  1,  1895  to  August  1 

,  1896. 

Balance  from  last  statement 

$3,039.36 

Sixth  Assessment 

4,858.18 

Pierce  mortgage  and  interest     . 

557.56 

New  members  first  assessment 

277.76 

Additionals  first  assessment 

314.62 

Extra  one-half    . 

10.80 

Extra  whole 

150.45 

Re-insurance 

87.18 

Interest  received  on  investmen' 

s  for  the  year  . 

167.50 

Membership  fees 

527.38 

Total   .... 

$9,990.79 

Expenditures     .         .         .         . 

8,187.14 

Balance 

$1,803.65 
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Bonds  Held. 

One  5  per  cent.  Lake  View 
One  4  per  cent.  City  of  Chicago 
Two  5  per  cent.  County  Du  Page 
One  4  per  cent.  "Village  of  Evanston 
Two  5  per  cent.  Orville  Township    . 


S500.00 
500.00 

1,000.00 
500.00 

1,000.00 


$3,500.00 
KespectfuUy  submitted, 

Albert  M.  Herr,  Treasurer. 

Messrs.  E.  G.  Hill,  of  Richmond,  Ind.,  and  H.  H.  Ritter,  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  were  elected  directors  to  serve  for  three  years. 

At  the  directors'  meeting,  which  followed,  the  following  officers 
of  the  Association  were  elected  : 

President  —  J.  M.  Jordan,  St.  Louis. 
Vice-President  —  J.  C.  Rennison,  Sioux  City,  Iowa. 
Secretary  —  John  G.  Esler,  Saddle  River,  N.  J. 
Treasurer  —  Albert  M.  Herr,  Lancaster,  Pa. 

The  following  amendment  to  the  by-laws,  to  be  brought  before 
the  next  annual  meeting,  was  considered  by  the  directors  :  "Insur- 
ance to  be  valid  as  soon  as  payment  of  an  assessment  or  membership 
fee  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer." 


Meeting  of  the  Chrysanthemum  Society  of  America. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Chrysanthemum  Society  of  America 
was  held  at  3  p.  m.  on  Wednesday,  Aug.  19.  The  organization  was 
continued  with  the  same  officers,  as  follows  : 

President  — :E.  A.  Wood,  West  Newton,  Mass. 
Vice-President  — 'E.  G.  Hill,  Richmond,  Ind. 
Secretary  -Elmer  D.  Smith,  Adrian,  Mich. 
Treasurer  —  John  N.  May,  Summit,  N.  J. 

The  principal  business  of  the  session  was  the  adoption  of  new 
scales  of  points  for  judging  seedling  blooms  for  exhibition  purposes 
and  for  specimen  blooms  for  commercial  purposes.  The  scales  E 
and  D,  as  adopted,  are  as  follows  : 
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SCALE  E. 

SCALE    OF    POINTS    FOR  JUDGING    SEEDLING    BLOOMS  FOR  EXHIBITION 

PURPOSES. 

Distinctiveuess 25 


Color 

Form 

Size 

Stem 

Foliage 

Fullness 


15 

15 
15 
10 
10 
10 

100 


Scales  A,  B  and  C  remain  unchanged. 

Scale  D  has  been  changed  to  this  effect:     Where  italicized  it  shows 
the  new  words  added. 

SCALE  D. 

SCALE  OF  POINTS  FOR  SPECIMEN  b±.oo:ms  f Or  commercial  purposcs. 

Color 25 


Form 

Fullness 

Stem 

Petalage 

Size 


25 
15- 
10' 
10> 
15» 


The  question  of  awarding  a  medal  for  competition  at  the  ap- 
proa<;hing  centennial  anniversary  of  the  National  Chrysanthemum 
Society  of  England  was  favorably  considered  without  action  ;  the 
matter  being  I'eferred  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

An  invitation  was  received  from  the  Hampden  County  Horticul- 
tural Society,  of  Springfield,  Mass.,  inviting  the  Chrysanthemum  So- 
ciety of  America  to  hold  the  meeting  of  their  New  York  Committee 
for  the  third  week  in  November,  in  connection  with  the  Inter- 
national Chrysanthemum  Exhibition  to  be  held  by  the  former  on  No- 
vember 17,  18  and  19,  at  which  prizes  will  be  offered  to  every  State, 
for  competition 

The  Secretary's  Report  was  read  and  adopted  as  follows  : 

secretary's  report. 

New  chrysanthemums  disseminated  during  1896  are  as  follows: 

By  Emil  Buettner,  Park  Ridge,  III. — Gretchen  Buettuer,  Mrs.  E.. 
Buettner. 

By  Bassett  &  Washburn,  Hinsdale,  III. — Kate  B.  Washburn. 

By  Fred.  Darner  &  Sons  Co.,  Lafayette,  Ind. — Mrs.  Wm.  C.  Egan,. 
Amaranth,  Tippecanoe. 

By  M.  Hansen,  New  Durham,  N.  J. — Miss  Agnes  L.  Dalskov. 
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By  John  Breitmeyer  &  Sons,  Detroit,  Mich. — Ivory  Kose. 

By  Thos.  H.  Spaulding,  Orange,  N.  J. — Invincible,  Phryne,  Nau- 
shon,  Jessie  Whitcomb,  Rena  Dula,  Pride  of  Castlewood,  Red  Warrior, 
Riverside,  Marion  Cleveland,  Sibyl  Kaye,  J.  R.  Keim,  Mrs.  C.  B.  Free- 
man, Mrs.  W.  P.  Raynor,  Violet  King,  Headlight,  Clarence,  Mrs.  R. 
Crawford,  Adelaide  Loomis,  Signal  Light,  Mrs.  H.  H.  Battles,  Midnight, 
Liberty,  Mrs.  T.  D.  Hatfield,  Columbine,  New  York,  Arcadia,  Aqua 
Marine,  Belmar,  Black  Pearl,  Cephas,  Caprice,  Chloe,  Constance,  Cameo, 
Delight,  Daybreak,  Defender,  Ellersley,  Gold  Crest,  Gretna,  Glitter, 
Great  Scott,  Gismonda,  His  Excellency,  Helen  Dean,  Eminence,  E.  T. 
Underbill,  King  of  Kaffirs,  Louise  Egerton,  Luna,  Monarch,  Mabel  Love, 
Niao^ara,  Oneonta,  Reliance,  Red  Wings,  Rocket,  Red  Banner,  St.  Julian, 
Sam.  Weller,  Superior,  Tommy  Atkins,  The  Wizard,  The  Stranger,  The 
Dandy,  W.  H.  Peddle,  Wenonah,  Zou  Zou. 

By  Theo.  Bock,  Hamilton,  0. — Bettie  Bock. 

By  John  N.  May,  Summit,  N.  J. — Alonzo,  Infatuation,  Miss  Helen 
Wright,  Mrs.  J.  Peabody,  Pluto. 

By  E.  G.  Hill  &  Co.,  Richmond,  Ind. — Mrs.  Perrin,  Gov.  Matthews, 
Indiana,  Daydawn,  Ruth  Ellis. 

By  Pitcher  &  Manda,  Short  Hills,  iV.  /.—Constance  Terrell,  Con- 
suelo  Henry  Hurrell,  Miss  L.  Magee,  Miss  M.  Lear,  Mongolian  Prince, 
Mrs.  Harry  Toler,  Robert  F.  Hibson. 

By  Joseph  HeacocJc,  Wyncote,  Pa.— Wm.  Simpson. 

By  Dan'l  B.  Long,  Buffalo,  iV.  F.— Florence  Teall. 

By  Calvin  S.  Ooddard,  Woodfords,  J/e.— Cheabeague. 

By  Vick  &  Hill,  Rochester,  JSf.  F.— Clara  Goodman. 

By  John  Lewis  Childs,  Floral  Park,  JSF.  F.— Dandelion,  Norma  Dee 
Childs,  Autumn  Eve. 

By  Domoto  Bros.,  East  Oakland,  Cal. — Pride  of  Japan,  Golden  Cor- 
onet Mrs.  J.  Seulberger,  Mrs.  Marguerite  Carbone,  Mrs.  Hunter,  Ver- 
nal Beauty,  The  King,  F.  T.  Domoto,  Mrs.  Helen  Cross,  Alameda, 
Alaska,  San  Pablo,  Golden  Globe,  Mrs.  Rosseter,  Gov.  Budd. 

By  F.  Macrea,  Providence,  R.  I. — Francis  B.  Hayes. 

By  H.  Toshiike,  Oakland,  Cal. — Alps,  Belle  of  Pacific,  Golden  Plume, 
Russia,  Taiwam. 

By  Peter  Henderson  &  Co.,  New  Forfc.— Princeton. 

By  W.  Meneilly  &  Sons,  Syracuse,  JSf.  F— Mrs.  Adelaide  White. 

By  Nathan  Smith  &  Son,  Adrian,  Mich.— Autumn  Bride,  Sunclad, 
Lenawee,  Edward  A.  Kimball,  Modesto,  Violescent,  Rinaldo,  Yanoma. 

Of  the  seventy-five  seedlings  exhibited  before  the  committee,  thirty - 
four  scored  eighty-five  points  and  over,  and  have  been  awarded  certifi- 
cates.   The  varieties  are  as  follows: 

Day  Dawn,  Autumn  Bride,  Sunclad,  Sundew,  Lenawee,  Mrs. 
William  C.  Egan,  Marion  Cleveland,  Miss  Agnes  L.  Dalskov,  Mrs.  Per- 
rin William  Simpson,  Miss  Helen  Wright,  West  Newton,  Signal  Light, 
<Golden  Wonder,  Florence  Kemble,  E.  A.  Kimball,  E.  G.  Gillett,  Betty 
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Bock,  Pluto,  Alonzo,  Governor  Mathews,  Gretchen  Buettner,  Mrs.  E. 
Buettner,  Lorna  Doone,  Invincible,  New  York,  Dayton,  Indiana,  Chea- 
beague,  Modesto,  Violescent,  Western  King,  Yanoma  and  Rinaldo. 


Meeting  of  the  American  Carnation  Society. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Carnation  Society  was  held 
at  3  o'clock  p.  M.,  on  August  18,  1896,  at  Army  and  Navy  Hall. 

Mr.  H.  L.  Sunderbruch,  of  Cincinnati,  presided,  and  Mr.  Albert 
M.  Herr,  of  Lancaster,  Pa.,  officiated  as  Secretary. 

The  Chairman  stated  the  object  of  the  meeting  to  be  to  devise 
ways  and  means  for  the  Cincinnati  exhibition  next  February. 

Discussion  followed,  which  was  participated  in  by  Messrs.  Lons- 
dale, Michel,  Hill  and  others,  upon  the  expediency  of  drawing  up 
regulations  governing  the  exhibition  of  seedlings  and  the  advisability 
of  giving  diplomas,  certificates,  medals  or  cash  as  prizes. 

It  was  stated  that  the  five  dollar  entrance  fee  for  third-year 
seedlings  (designed  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the  exhibition  and  dis- 
semination of  unworthy  varieties)  had  been  objected  to.  The  general 
desire  seemed  to  be  to  give  as  much  encouragement  as  possible  to 
exhibitors  of  second-year  seedlings,  for  which  an  entrance  fee  of  two 
dollars  is  charged,  and  if  found  worthy,  honorable  mention  awarded. 
It  was  suggested  to  allow  exhibitors  of  second-year  seedlings  to  ex- 
hibit them  in  the  following  year  as  third-year  seedlings,  on  a  pay- 
ment of  an  entrance  fee  of  three  dollars,  and  upon  the  condition  that 
the  variety  has  been  exhibited  as  a  second-year  seedling. 

The  subject  of  providing  for  growth  and  keeping  qualities  of  the 
flowers,  in  the  scale  of  points,  when  making  awards,  was  also  dis- 
cussed. 

The  dividing  line  in  light  pinks  will  at  the  next  exhibition  be 
Wm,  Scott  instead  of  Tidal  "Wave,  as  heretofore. 

The  following  scale  was  adopted  for  judging  seedlings  : 

Color  20  points. 
Size  15  points. 
Calyx  15  points. 
.Stem  10  points. 
Substance  10  points. 
Form  10  points. 
Fragrance  10  points. 
Plant  10  points. 

The  points  on  plants  will  be  taken  with  a  view  to  their  growth, 
blooming  qualities,  etc. 
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Florists'  Protective  Association. 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Florists'  Protective  Association  was 
held  in  Array  and  Navy  Hall,  on  Wednesday  afternoon.  After  a  full 
discussion  of  the  condition  of  the  Association,  and  consideration  of  let- 
ters from  the  National  Florists'  Board  of  Trade,  asking  whether  some 
arrangement  could  not  be  made  whereby  the  associations  could  either 
work  together,  or  the  National  Florists'  Board  of  Trade  could  do  the 
work  which  the  Florists'  Protective  Association  is  now  doing, 
Messrs.  De  La  Mare,  Vaughan  and  Esler  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  confer  with  Mr.  Loder,  Secretary  of  the  National  Florists' 
Board  of  Trade. 


Reports  of  Exhibition  Committees. 


CLASS  A,  PLANTS. 

To  F.  R.  Pierson  Co.,  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  certificate  of  merit  for  a 
display  of  salable  Palms  and  Ferns. 

Pitcher  &  Manda,  Short  Hills,  N.  J.,  certificate  of  merit  for  a  dis- 
play of  Palms  and  other  Decorative  Plants.  Special  mention  for  Golden 
Myrtle,  Myrtus  Communis  Aurea. 

Chas.  D.  Ball,  Holmesburg,  Pa. ,  certificate  of  merit  for  Palms  in 
useful  trade  sizes.     A  small  exhibit,  but  plants  excellently  grown. 

H.  A.  Dreer,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  certificate  of  merit  for  display  of 
Decorative  Plants,  including  palms  and  small  ferns,  also  the  new  Aspar- 
agus Sprengeri. 

Siebrecht  &  Wadley,  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.,  certificate  of  merit  for 
display  of  rare  and  useful  Decorative  Plants. 

Robt.  Craig,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  certificate  of  merit  for  well  grown 
and  highly  colored  Crotons. 

Sander  &  Co.,  St.  Albans,  England,  special  mention  for  exhibit  of 
New  and  Interesting  Plants. 

D.  B.  Long,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  exhibit  of  Smilax  and  Carnations  and 
Violets  from  open  ground. 

W.  A.  Manda,  South  Orange,  N.  .L,  made  an  exhibit  of  interesting 
Foliage  Plants. 

H.  Eichholz,  Waynesboro,  Pa.,  showed  the  new  geranium,  "Mars." 

R,  Vincent  &  Son,  White  Marsh,  Md.,  showed  well  grown  plants  of 
Violet,  Lady  Hume  Campbell,  in  two-inch  pots. 

Wm.   G.  BERTETiMANN, 

Lemuel  Ball, 

A.  WiEGAND. 
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CLASS  B,  CUT  BLOOMS. 


No  entries. 


CLASS   C,   BOILERS  AND  HEATING  APPARATUS. 

Your  committee  found  but  three  boilers  on  exhibition. 

One  being  the  well-known  Hitchings  Boiler,  which  is  up  to  date, 
with  improved  Fire  Grate  and  Shaker,  which  we  consider  quite  an  improve- 
ment over  the  old  style. 

The  Faultless  Furman,  so-called,  patented  in  1891,  shows  since  last 
exhibited  some  slight  improvements,  one  of  which  is  the  addition  of 
Draw-off  Cocks  where  sediment  is  likely  to  collect,  another  Special  Damper 
in  the  smoke  pipe.  This  boiler  will  burn  either  hard  or  soft  coal,  and 
like  most  boilers,  plenty  of  it.  It  is  set  in  brickwork,  and  adapted  for 
eithec  steam  or  hot  water  heating.     A  boiler  of  merit. 

Howatt's  Improved  boiler  is  shown  before  the  Society  of  American 
Florists  for  the  first  time.  This  boiler,  patented  in  1891,  is  adapted  for 
hot  water  only.  It  is  a  strong,  heavy,  cast  heater,  in  sections,  can  be 
put  together  in  pit  or  boiler-house,  and  so  constructed  it  should  econ- 
omize fuel.  Will  burn  either  hard  or  soft  coal  without  clogging  with 
soot.  It  is  a  boiler  and  case  in  itself  and  requires  no  brickwork.  A 
boiler  of  great  promise  and  highly  commended  by  the  committee. 

S.  Taplin, 
John  Bader, 
F.  Macrae. 


CLASS  D,   greenhouse   APPLIANCES,   INCLUDING  FLOWER  POTS. 

The  Lockland  Lumber  Co.,  Lockland,  Ohio,  exhibit  samples  of  clear 
Cypress  Lumber  for  greenhouse  construction,  and  including  a  model  of 
the  front  of  a  greenhouse  in  which  alternate  movable  ventilating  sash 
and  fixed  sash,  form  a  feature. 

.Jno.  C.  Moninger  Co.,  of  Chicago,  111.,  exhibit  a  Model  Greenhouse 
showing  clear  cypress  lumber  cut  to  size  in  readiness  for  erection,  and 
including  a  header  so  formed  as  to  avoid  excessive  drip.  Awarded  hon- 
orable mention. 

The  Quaker  City  Machine  Co.,  Richmond,  Indiana,  exhibit  the 
Challenge  Ventilating  appliance,  the  only  apparent  improvement  over 
the  machine  of  last  season  being  found  in  a  much  heavier  Sprocket  Chain, 
the  latter  being  formed  of  cold-pressed  links  of  steel  joined  with  heavy 
steel  rivets.  This  feature,  your  committee  thinks,  adds  considerably  to 
the  strength  of  the  machine. 

E.  Hippard,  Youngstown,  O.,  exhibits  the  Standard  Yentilating 
Machine,  in  which  the  line  shafting  is  joined  together  by  bolted  sockets 
instead  of  screw  joints,  and  the  ventilator  arms  also  have  an  adjustable 
joint,  which  is  claimed  to  allow  for  spring  of  the  shafting.  Also  from 
the  same  exhibitor  a  cast  iron  Evaporating  Pan  to  be  attached  to  steam 
pipes. 
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The  Pittsburgh, Clay  Manufacturing  Co.,  of  Kew  Brighton,  Pa., 
exhibit  a  full  line  of  Standard  Flower  Pots  from  one  and  one-half  to 
twelve-inch  sizes,  of  good  finish  and  even  quality.  They  also  show  a 
line  of  pots  of  slightly  different  model  and  lighter  weight. 

The  Mt.  Gilead  Pottery  Co.,  of  Mt.  Gilead,  O.,  show  a  varied  assort- 
ment of  Flower  Pots  and  Vases,  for  which  lightness,  strength  and  por- 
osity are  specially  claimed. 

The  Diamond  Pottery  Co.,  of  Akron,  O.,  exhibit  a  line  of  Standard 
Flower  Pots  and  Saucers  for  the  same,  and  also  a  line  of  Fancy  Pots  and 
Jardiniers. 

The  Detroit  Flower  Pot  Manufactory,  Detroit,  Mich.,  make  an  ex- 
hibit of  some  Standard  Flower  Pots,  and  also  Pans  adapted  for  fern  and 
orchid  culture. 

An  exhibit  of  Standard  Flower  Pots  is  also  made  by  Fish  &  Son, 
Milan,  O. 

Edwin  Lonsdale,  Chestnut  Hill,  Philadelphia,  exhibits  a  cast  iron 
Evaporating  Pan  to  be  attached  to  steam  heating  pipe,  the  special  feature 
of  the  pai^  being  found  in  a  flat  bottom  which  admits  of  the  complete 
evaporation  of  the  insecticide  placed  therein.  Awarded  honorable  men- 
tion. 

Myers  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  exhibit  a  Bench  Frame  of  wrought 
iron  pipe  with  malleable  iron  angle  attachments  including  a  lug  to  sup- 
port the  side  boards.  These  fittings  being  malleable  and  fitted  with  a 
bolt  and  nut  for  tightening  admit  of  rapid  and  strong  construction,  and 
may  also  be  readily  detached. 

The  above  report  is  respectfully  submitted  by  the  committee. 

John  Burton, 
Chatterton  Warbtjrton, 
W.  H.  Taplin. 


CLASS  E,   FLORISTS'   SUPPLIES,  INCLUDING  FANCY  EARTHENWARE. 

H.  Bayersdorfer  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  certificate  of  merit  for  an 
extensive  and  complete  display  of  Florists'  Supplies.  The  committee  es- 
pecially commend  the  large  and  varied  nature  of  the  display,  embracing 
all  branches  of  florists' requisites  andthe  attractive  and  artistic  manner  in 
which  the  different  articles  are  arranged. 

AV.  C.  Krick,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  certificate  of  merit  for  exhibit  of  Im- 
mortelle Letters,  Emblems  and  Monograms. 

C.  S.  Ford,  Jr.,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  honorable  mention  for  exhibit  of 
Immortelle  Letters  and  Emblems. 

The  Carter-Crume  Co.,  Dayton,  O.,  honorable  mention  for  Patent 
Folding  Box  for  holding  Cut  Flowers. 

N.  Steffens,  New  York,  honorable  mention  for  exhibit  of  Wire  Work, 
Florists'  Designs,  etc. 
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Otto  Krumpe,  Cleveland,  O.,  highly  commended  for  exhibit  of  Flor- 
ists' Wire  Designs,  Plant  Stands,  etc. 

John  C.  Meyer  &  Co.,  Boston,  Mass.,  exhibited  Silkaline  for  training 
and  tying  plants  and  flowers. 

Wm.  F.  Gude, 

KOBT.    KlFT. 


CLASS  F,   BULBS  AND  SEEDS. 

The  F.  E.  Pierson  Co.,  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  certificate  of  merit  for 
assortment  of  Bulbs. 

C.  H.  Joosten,  New  York  City,  honorable  mention  for  display  of 
Bulbs. 

W.  A.  Manda,  South  Orange,  1^.  J.,  honorable  mention  for  display 
of  Bulbs. 

J.  C.  Yaughan,  Chicago,  111.,  showed  a  fine  display  of  Harrisii  and 
Longiflorum  Bulbs. 

H.  L.  SUNDERBRUCH, 

A.  M.  Kennie, 
Andrew  Esler. 


CLASS  G,   miscellaneous. 

The  Deming  Co.,  Salem,  O.,  certificate  of  merit  for  Spray  Pumps 
and  ^Nozzles.  Recommended  on  account  of  easy  action  and  complete 
construction. 

D.  B.  Long,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  certificate  of  merit  for  very  complete 
collection  of  new  Floral  Photographs. 

Jacob  Hoffman  "Wagon  Co.,  Cleveland,  O.,  certificate  of  merit  for 
Improvement  of  Florists'  Delivery  Wagons,  comprising  leather  bearings 
and  steel  tubing  on  front  springs  and  door  fastener. 

Irving  Predmore,  Barnegat,  N.  J.,  honorable  mention  for  Sphagnum 
and  Peat,  for  cleanliness  and  style  of  packing. 

Benj.  Chase,  Derry,  N".  H.,  honorable  mention  for  Plant  Stakes  and 
Wooden  Labels;  recommended  for  clean  appearance  and  mode  of  pack- 
ing. 

Theron  Parker,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  honorable  mention  for  new  and 
useful  Carnation  Support,  named  "Model." 

Edward  Stabler,  Brighton,  N.  J.,  exhibited  a  Self-a3justable  Lawn 
Mower  Blade. 

Harriman  Plow  &  Handle  Co.,  Harriman,  Tenn.,  Universal  Plant 
Setter. 

Wm.  Scott,  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,* Machine  for  making  Wreathing. 
F.  Richards,  Freeport,  N.  Y.,  Transplanting  Implement. 

Wm.  G.  Bertermann, 
Fred  Burki, 
S.  Taplin, 
Wm.  F.  Gude, 
John  Burton, 

H.   L.   SUNDERBRUCn. 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS  FOR  1896-97. 


CALIFORNIA. 

Sidney   Clack,  Menlo  Park,    Vice-President. 


Armstrong,  Robt.,  Mountain  View, 
Clack,  Sidney,  Menlo  Park. 

Santa  Clara  Co. 
Edlefsen,   Louis,    Station  A.   East 

Los  Angeles. 
Krauss,  F.  G.,  Menlo  Park. 
Masson,  Jas.,  Menlo  Park. 


Mitchell,  Wm.,  Menlo  Park. 
Nunn,  Geo.  I.,  Menlo  Park. 
Rock,  Peter,  Menlo  Park. 
Sievers,    J.    H.,   25    Post  St.,    San 

Francisco. 
Vallance,  Jas.,  Livermore. 


COLORADO. 


Clark,  William,  318  E.  Platte  ave., 
Colorado  Springs. 


Gallup,  Percy  C,  Denver. 
Russell,  J.  L.,  Denver. 


CONNECTICUT. 

J.  N.  Chami'ion,  New  Haven,    Vice-President. 


Austin,  Ed.,  Suffield. 
Bindloss,  T.  Palmer,  New  London, 
Champion,  J.  N.,  New  Haven. 
Charter,  Mrs.  H.  E.,  Meriden. 
Dallas,  A.,  32  Union  St.,  Waterbury. 
English,  E.  S.,  Pomfret. 
Hill,  Morris  A.,  Ansonia. 
Horau,  James,  Bridgeport. 
Ives,  J,  H.,  Danbury. 
Lines,    C.    P.,    23   Beers   st..   New 
Haven. 


Marchand,  P.,  So.  Manchester. 
O'Hara,  Eugene,  Thompson. 
Reck,  John,  Bridgeport, 
Rowden,  Geo.  H.,  Wallingford. 
Smith,  Jos.  F.,  62  Main  St., Norwich. 
Spalding,  John,  New  London. 
Wiard,F.  S.,  Yalesville. 
Whitehead,  Geo.B.,  Green's  Farms. 
Whiting,  A. ,  Farmington  ave. ,  Hart- 
ford. 


DELAWARE. 


Baylis,  L.  E.,  32d  and  Market  St., 
Wilmington. 


Grant,    Henry,    Penna    ave.,    Wil- 
mington. 


DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Philip  Gauges,  Washington,  Vice-President. 

Kane,  H.  A.,  care  C.  Strauss  &  Co., 
Washington. 

King,  W.  H.,  Langdon. 

Oliver,  G.  W.,  Botanic  Garden, 
Washington. 

Reynolds,  C.  Leslie,  Botanic  Gar- 
den, Washington. 

Saul,  John,  621  7th  St.,  N.  W., 
Washington. 

Smith,  W.  R.,  Botanic  Garden, 
Washington. 


Durfee,  Benj.,  Washington. 

Fuller,  Mary,  208  New  Jersey  ave., 
Washington. 

Gauges,  Philip,  Botanic  Garden, 
Washington. 

Gude,  Adolphus,  1224'F  st.,  Wash- 
ington. 

Gude,  Wm.  F.,  1224  F  st.,  Wash- 
ington. 

Hitz,  John,  917  R.  st. ,  N.  W. ,  Wash- 
ington. 
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FLORIDA. 


Shepard,  W.  O.  H.,  Pensacola. 


Guien,  A.,  1483  Broad  St.,  Augusta. 
Oelschig,  A.  C,  30^  Bull  sc,  Sa- 
vannah. 


GEORGIA. 

Wachendorf.Ed.,  Atlanta. 


ILLINOIS. 

G.  L.  Grant,   Chicago,    Vice-President. 


Bassett,  O.  P.,  Hinsdale. 

Baur,  S.  A.,  Rockford 

Brown,  A.  C.,  Springfield. 

Buckbee,  H.  W.,  Rockford. 

Buettner,  Emil,  Park  Ridge. 

Chadwick,  W.  H.,  402  Rialto,  Chi- 
cago. 

Davis,  J.  W.,  Dixon. 

Franks,  Thomas,  Champaign. 

Gentemann,  C.  F.  W.,  Quincy. 

Grant,  G.  L  ,  322  Dearborn  street, 
Chicano. 

Guy,  E.  W.,  Bellville. 

Hav,  Chas.  E.,  Springfield. 

Heller,  J.  A.,  1117  North  8th  st., 
Quincy. 

Kanst,  Fred,  South  Park,  Chicago. 

Kennicott,  F.,  34  Randolph  st. 
Chicago. 

King,  F.  J.,  Ottawa. 

Klehm,  Geo.,  Arlington  Heights. 

Lynch,  W.  E.,  19-21  Randolph  st., 


Murray,  J.  C,  Peoria. 

Newett,  Alex.,  Jr.,  22d  and  Millard 

ave. ,  Chicago. 
Phelps,  H.  L.,  Springfield. 
Ringier,  Arnold,  10  No.  Clark  St., 

Chicago. 
Rudd,  W.  N.,  Mt.  Greenwood. 
Rupp,   N.    J.,   297-307   Hawthorne 

ave.,  Chicago. 
Sanders,  Edgar,  1639  Belmont  ave., 

Chicago. 
Smyth,  W.  J.,  270  31st  St.,  Chicago. 
Stromback,  C.,  Lincoln  Park-,  Ch  i- 

cago. 
Thorpe,   John,   5496  Monroe   ave., 

Chicago. 
Vaughan,  J.  C,  84-86  Randolph  St., 

Chicago. 
Washburn,  Andrew,  Bloomington, 
Weinhoeber,  E.,  417  Elm  st.,  Chi- 
cago. 
Wilson,  Jas.  S-,  Western  Springs. 


Chicago. 


INDIANA. 
W.  W.  Coles,  Kokomo,    Vice-President. 


Bertermann,  John,  Indianapolis. 
Bertermann,   William  G.,    Indian- 
apolis. 
Bullock,  Mrs.  E.  M.,  Elkhart. 
Carmody,  J.  D.,  Evansville, 
Coles,  W.  W.,  Kokomo. 
Dorner,  Fred.,  Lafayette. 
Dorner,  Fred.,  Jr.,  Lafayette. 


Evans,  J.  A.,  Richmond. 
Gause,  G.  R.,  Richmond. 
Heinl,  John  G.,  Terra  Haute. 
Hill,  E.  Gurney,  Richmond. 
Rieman,  H.  W.,  Indianapolis. 
Reiman,  Mrs.  W.  A.,  Vincennes. 
Wiegand,  A.,  7th  and  Illinois  sts., 
Indianapolis. 


IOWA. 

F.  G.  Bahr,  Davenport,    Vice-President. 


Bahr,  F.  G.,  Davenport. 
Bills,  F.  L.,  Davenport. 
Greene,  W.,  Box  58,  Davenport. 
Harkett,  W.  A.,  Dubuque. 
Kemble,  W.  E.,  Oskaloosa. 
Kramer,  Judson  A.,  Cedar  Rapids. 


Laisle,  Christ,  Keokuk. 
Rennison,  J.  C.,  Sioux  City. 
Rennison,  W.  S.,  Sioux  City. 
Temple,  J.  T.,  Davenport. 
Wilcox,  J.  F.,  Council  Bluffs. 


Coventry,  M.  J.,  Fort  Scott. 


KANSAS. 

I      Whitcorab,  A.,  Lawrence. 
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KENTUCKY. 

Jacob  Schultz,  Louisville,   Vice-President. 


Baumer,  Aug.  E.,  Louisville. 
Bell,  W.  S.,  23  East  Short  street, 

Lexington. 
Coeneu,  Jos.,  Louisville. 
Hobbs,  T.  C,  Anchorage. 
Moulder,     Geo.     B.,     Lily     Park, 

Smith's  Grove. 


Power    E  ,  Frankfort. 
Robinsor.,  Alex.  G.,  Louisville. 
Schultz,   Jacob,   606    Fourth  ave. 

Louisville. 
Shuman  Julius,  Newport. 


LOUISIANA. 

Eblen,    John,    Hurst    street,   New      I      Maitre,  R.,  New  Orleans. 

Orleans.  |      Virgin,  Uriah  J.,  New  Orleans. 

MAINE. 
Albert  Dirwanger,  Portland,    Vice-President. 


Dirwanger,  Albert,  Portland. 
Dirwanger,  Joseph  A.,  Portland. 
Mahoney,  George  L.,  Saco. 


Wallace,  Alexander,    136  Vaughan 
St.,  Portland. 


MARYLAND. 

R.  Vincent,  Jr.,  White  Marsh,  P.O.,    Vice-President. 


Bester,  Henry  A.,  36  E.  Baltimore 
St.,  Hagerstown. 

Bester,  William,  205  So.  Potomac 
St.,  Hagerstown. 

Burger,  Fred.  G  ,  1128  Greenmount 
ave.,  Baltimore. 

Cook,  John,  318  North  Charles  st., 
Baltimore. 

Donn,  John,  Erdman  ave.,  Balti- 
more. 

Feast,  C.  F.,  Baltimore. 

Hahn,  Gottlob,  Embla  Park,  Balti- 
more. 


Halliday  Robt.,  11  E.  Baltimore  St., 

Baltimore. 
Millman,  F.  X.,    Green  st.  station, 

Cumberland. 
Rodgers,  Jas.  G.,  Jr.,  Govanstown. 
Seidewitz,  E.  A.,  36  W.  Lexington 

St.,  Baltimore. 
Vincent,  R,  Jr.,  White  Marsh  P.O., 

Baltimore  Co. 
Weber,  Wm.,  Oakland. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 

P.  J.  DoNOHUE,  Lenox,  and  E.  J.  Welch,  Boston,  Vice-Presidents. 


Adams,  C.,  Thompson,  West  Med- 

way. 
Aiken,  M.,  Springfield. 
Anderson,     George    M.,    Wayside 

Farm,  Milton. 
Barker,  J.  G.,  Jamaica  Plain. 
Becker,  Frank,  Cambridge. 
Bock,  W.  A.,  North  Cambridge. 
Brague,  L.  B.,  Hinsdale. 
Breed,  E.  W.,  Clinton. 
Cameron,   Robt.,   Botanic  Garden, 

Cambridge. 
Clapp,  E.  B.,  175  Boston  st..  South 

Boston. 
Comley,  James,  Lexington. 
Cook,  H.  A.,  Shrewsbury. 
Cotter,  Lawrence,  Dorchester. 
Cox,  Thos.  A.,  Olney  St.,  Dorchester 
Daw>son,  Jackson,  Jamaica  Plain. 
Donohue,  P.  J.,  Lenox. 


Doyle,  W.  E.,  43  Tremont  street, 

Boston. 
Edgar,  William  W.,  Waverly. 
Elliott,  W.  H.,  Brighton. 
Ewell,  Warren,  382  Way  land  street, 

Roxbury. 
Fairbank,  A.  N.,  Webster. 
Fewkes,  A.  H.,  Newton  Highlands. 
Finaghty,  Martin,  Lenox. 
Fisher,  David,  Montvale. 
Forbes,  A.  B.,  Byfield. 
Fuller,  J.,  Leominster. 
Gilmore,  A.  S.,  Westboro. 
Goodell,  L.  W.,  D wight. 
Griffin,  Wm.,  Lenox. 
Guinevan,  D.  H.,  Beverly. 
Harris,  F.  L.,  Wellesley. 
Hews,  A.  H..  North  Cambridge. 
Huss,  J.  F.,  Ventfort  Hall,  Lenox. 
Junkins,  Geo.  S.,  Lawrence. 
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Knapp,  W.  H.,  Newtonville. 
Lange,  Carl  C,  Worcester. 
Lange,  H.  F.  A.,  Worcester. 
Loveless,  Alfred  J.,  Lenox. 
Mann,  Mary  S.,  Florence. 
Manning,  A.  C,  Reading. 
Manning,  J.  W  ,  Jr.,  Eeading. 
Manning,  W.  H.,  125  Tremont  St., 

Boston. 
Mathieson,  Fred  R.,  Waltham. 
Maynard,  Prof.  S.  T.,  Amherst. 
McCarthy,  N.  F.,  84  Hawley  street, 

Boston. 
McCarthy,  T.  F.,  7  Province  court, 

Boston. 
McCormack,  J.  J.,  203  Adams  st., 

Maiden. 
Messenger.  Geo.,  East  Brookfield. 
Meyer,  J.  C. ,  87  Summer  st. ,  Boston. 
Miller,  James  L.,  882  Western  ave., 

Lynn. 
Molloy,  William  F.  Wellesley. 
Montgomery,  Alexander,  Natick. 
Montgomery,   Alexander   W. ,    Jr., 

Natick. 
Moseley,  F.  C,  Neponset. 
Murdock,  H.  L.,  West  Gardiner. 
Newman,  J.  R.,  Winchester. 


Nicholson,  William,  Framingham. 

Norton,  M.  H.,  Hotel  Berkeley, 
Boston. 

Oliver,  John,  Lovpell. 

Ormsby,  E.  A.,  Melrose. 

Pasell,  F.  H.,  New  Bedford. 

Paul,  Jas.  R.,  Shadow  Brook  Gar- 
den, Lenox. 

Pierce,  William,  232  Union  st.,  New 
Bedford. 

Russell,  Chas.  R.,  Stockbridge. 

Spooner,  W.  H.,  Jamaica  Plain. 

Stewart,  William  J.,  67  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston. 

Sutherland,  Geo.  A.,  67  Bromfield 
St.,  Boston. 

Tailby,  W.  W.,  Wellesley. 

Walsh,  M.  H.,  Woods  HoU. 

Warburton,  C.,  81  New  Boston 
Road,  Fall  River. 

Welch,  D.,  2  Beacon  st.,  Boston. 

Welch,  E.  J.,  2  Beacon  St.,  Boston. 

Welch,  P.,  2  Beacon  st.,  Boston. 

White,  John,  Pittsfleld. 

Whitney,  Chas.  A.,  Upton. 

Wood,  E.  A.,  West  Newton. 

Wood,  E.  M.,  Natick, 

Zirngiebel,  D.,  Needham. 


MICHIGAN. 

Thos.  Gunson,  Agricultural  College,    Vice-President. 


Balsley,  Harry,  Detroit. 

Boehme,  A.,  45  Fountain  st.,  Battle 
Creek. 

Breitmeyer,  Philip,  Detroit.    ' 

Brogan,  Thos.,  26  South  University 
ave.,  Ann  Arbor. 

Browne,  Thos.  F.,  Greenfield. 

Frueh,  Chas.  Jr.,  East  Side,  Sagi- 
naw. 

Gunson,  Thomas,  Agricultural  Col- 
lege P.  O. 


Reshore,  F.  H.,  Donagiac. 
Smith,  Elmer  D.,  Adrian. 
Sullivan,  J.  F.,  220  Woodward  ave., 

Detroit. 
Taplin,    Stephen,   930  Fort  street, 

Detroit. 
Trine,  D.  W.,  Agricultural  College 

P.  0. 
Van  Bochove,  J.  R.,  Kalamazoo. 


MINNESOTA. 

Fred.  Busch,  Richfield,    Vice-President. 


Busch,  Fred.,  Richfield. 
May,  L.  L.,  St.  Paul. 
Nagel,  E.,  188  West  Lake  St.,  Min- 
neapolis. 


Swanson,    A.  S.,  117  Endicott   ar- 
cade, St.  Paul. 
Wunder,  John,  Winona. 


MISSOURI. 

E.  H.  Michel,  St.  Louis,  Vice-President. 


Bruenig,  F.,  1945  Gravois  ave.,  St. 

Louis. 
Brown,  D.  S.,  2212  De  Kalb  street, 

St.  Louis. 
Brown,  R.  S.,  Box  99,  Kansas  City. 


Connon,  Charles,  2742  Olive  street, 

St.  Louis. 
Fillmore,    F.  J.,  Nebraska  avenue, 

South  St.  Louis. 
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Gurney,  Jas.,  Botanic  Garden,  St. 

Louis. 
Irish,  H.  C,  Botanic  Garden,    St. 

Louis. 
Jordan,   J.   M.,    706   Olive  St.,  St. 

Louis. 
Juengel.  Chas.  A.,  1841  South  Linn 

St., St.  Louis. 
Kahn,   C.   A.,    1122    Pine    st.,    St. 

Louis. 
Kellogg,  Geo.  M.,  Pleasant  Hill. 
Koenig,   J.,   6471    Florissant  ave., 

St.  Louis. 
Michel,  E.  H.,  Magnolia  and  Tower 

Grove  ave.,  St.  Louis. 
Ostertag,  F.  W.,  St.  Louis. 
Quinn,  Edward,  Springfield. 
Schray,  Emil,  4101  Penna.  avenue, 

St.  Louis. 

MONTANA. 
Edmonds,  Frederick,  Great  Falls. 


Schray,  Wm.,  4101  Peana.  avenue, 

St.  Louis. 
Stuppy,  L.  J.,  St.  Joseph. 
Tesson,  R.  F.,  West  Forest  Park, 

St   Louis. 
Trelease,     Prof.     Wm.,     Missouri 

Botanic  Garden,  St.  Louis. 
Waldbart,  Alexander,  3538   Chest- 
nut St.,  St.  Louis. 
Weber,   F.    C,  3134  Olive  St.,  St. 

Louis. 
Wors,  C.  W.,  313  No.  Lefflngwell 

ave.,  St.  Louis. 
Young,  Henry,  1406  Olive  st.,    St. 

Louis. 
Young,    Wm.    C,   5507   Waterman 

ave.,  St.  Louis. 


Donaghue  A.,    1514  Dodge  street, 
Omaha. 


NEBRASKA. 

Hesser,  W.  J.,  Plattsmouth. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

F.  W.  Rane,  Durham,    Vice-President. 


Buxton,  Geo.  C,  Nashua. 
Chase,  Benj.,  Jr.,  Derry. 
Hoitt,  C.  W.,  Nashua. 
Paterson,  Robert,  care  Hon.  Frank 
Jones,  Portsmouth. 


Rane,  F.  W.,  Agricultural  College, 

Durham. 
Stacy,  A.  H.,  Portsmouth. 


NEW    JERSEY. 

J.  D.  EiSELE,  Riverton,  and  Andrew  Esler,  Saddle  River,  Vice-Presidents. 


Asmus,  Ernst,  West  Hoboken. 
Asmus,  Ernst  A.,  Short  Hills. 
Asmus,  Rudolph,  New  Durham. 
Atkins,  F.  L.,  Short  Hills. 
Boddington,  A.  T.,  Short  Hills. 
Boehler,  Oscar  W.,  Hoboken. 
Bonn,  F. ,  Weehawken. 
Bunyard,  Alfred,  Short  Hills. 
Bunyard,  H.  A.,  Short  Hills. 
Butterback,  N.,  Oceanic. 
Coddington,  L.  B.,  New  Providence, 
Davis,  J.  A.,  Jersey  City. 
Dressel,  F.,  Weehawken. 
Du  Rie,  W.  B.,  Rahway. 
Edwards,    Devoux   B.,    170    South 

Carolina  ave.,  Atlantic  City. 
Edwards,  Theo.  E.,  Bridgeton. 
Eisele,  J.  D.,  Riverton. 
Eisele,   W.    G.,  Cedar   ave.,   Long 

Branch. 
Esler,  Andrew,  Saddle  River. 


Esler,  John  G.,  Saddle  River. 
Fischer,  Chas.  L.,  Atlantic  City. 
Gobel,  F.  C,  Verona. 
Green,   J.  S.,  Morristown,  Morris 

County. 
Howatt,  D.  E.,  148-156  Randolph 

ave.,  Jersey  City. 
Hulsebosch,  A.,  Englewood. 
Lager,  John  E.,  Short  Hills. 
Leonard,  J.  H.,  lona. 
Leuly,  E.,  West  Hoboken. 
Macrorie,  D.,  So.  Orange. 
McMahon,  Frank,  Seabright. 
Manda,     Joseph    A.,     Jr.,     South 

Orange. 
Manda,  W.  A.,  South  Orange. 
May,  J.  N.,  Summit. 
Moore,  Frank  L.,  Chatham. 
Mott,  Walter,  Riverton. 
Nash,  S.  C,  Clifton,  Passaic  Co. 
Noe,  L.  M.,  Madison. 
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O'Mara,  P.,  Grand  st.,  Jersey  City. 
Ouvverkerk,  P.,  206  Cambridge  ave., 

Jersey  City. 
Roehrs,  Julius,  Carlton  Hill. 
Saling,  William,  Rahway. 
Steinhoff,    Herman   C,    West  Ho- 

boken. 


Strohlein,  George  A.,  Riverton. 
Tricker,  William,  Riverton. 
Turner,   Wm.,    137   Berkeley  ave., 

Orange. 
Turnley,  'C.  William,  Haddonfleld. 
Wight,  W.  P. ,  Madison. 
Wise,  L.  H.,  Box  177,  Summit. 


NE-W  YORK. 
W.  J.  Palmer,  Jr.,  Buffalo,  and  Wm.  Plumb,  Oyster  Bay,  Vice-Presidents. 


Allen,  C.  H.,  Floral  Park. 

Allen,  R.  W.,  Hudson. 

Anderson,    Wm.,     255    Vanderbilt 

ave.,  Brooklyn. 
Armltage,   Chas.,   233   Mercer  St., 

New  York. 
Asmus,  Geo.,  479  Main  st.,  Buffalo. 
Bailey,  L.  H.,  Cornell  University, 

Ithaca. 
Barker,  M.,  Floral  Park. 
Barry,  William  C,  Rochester. 
Bennett,   George  E.,  382  Clarkson 

st  ,  Brooklyn. 
Bennett,    W.     G.,    466     6th    ave., 

Brooklyn. 
Burns,  Alexander  S.,  Woodside. 
Burr,  M.  L.,  Sawens. 
Bussard,  Henri,  248  Nevf  Main  st., 

Yonkers. 
Butler,  Chris.,  Bayside. 
Carman,  R.  W.,  Flu&hing. 
Childs,  J.  Lewis,  Floral  Park. 
Clark,  Jas.,  Oyster  Bay. 
Cooke,  Thos.  N.,  White  Plains. 
Cottam,   Geo.  T.  N.,    44  Pine  St., 

New  York. 
Cowell,    J.    F.,    Botanic    Garden, 

Buffalo. 
Dailledouze,  Eugene,  Flatbush. 
Dailledouze,  Henry,  Flatbush. 
Dailledouze,  Paul,  Flatbush. 
Dean,  James,  Bay  Ridge. 
De  La  Mare,   A.   T.,    Rhinelander 

Building,  New  York. 
Devoy,  Peter  T.,  Poughkeepsie. 
Dihm,   William,   64  W.    125th  st., 

New  York. 
Dingwall,     John,   Troy  Road,  Al- 
bany. 
Donaldson,  John,  Newtown,  Long 

Island. 
Drawiel,  C.  F.,  433  5th  ave.,  South 

Brooklyn. 
Dunbar,  J.,  Rochester. 
Eckard,  Geo.,  321  E.  North  street, 

Buffalo. 


Eger,  William  C,  825  Union  st., 
Schenectady. 

Elliott,  Wm.,  54  Dey  St.,  New 
York. 

Florey,  James,  Medina. 

Fotheringham,  JohnR.,  Tarrytown, 

Friday,  Louis,  Schenectady. 

Gibbons,  H.  W.,  233  Mercer  street, 
New  York. 

Gindra,  David,  Poughkeepsie. 

Goldring,  Frederick,  28  No.  Pearl 
St.,  Albany. 

Goldring,  Samuel,  28  No.  Pearl  st., 
Albany. 

Griffin,  Thos.,  Westbury  sta.,  L.  I. 

Grupe,  J.  W.  H.,  128  Wall  street, 
Schenectady. 

Haines,  E.  C,  Bedford  Station. 

Hammond,  Benjamin,  Fishkill. 

Harmon,  H.  W.,  Sawens. 

Henderson,  Alfred,  35-37  Cortlandt 
St.,  New  York. 

Henderson,  Charles,  35-37  Cort- 
landt St.,  New  York. 

Henshaw,  Samuel  W.,  New  Brigh- 
ton, S.  Island. 

Hewson,  C.  J.,  1G73  Abbott  Road, 
Buffalo. 

Herrmann,  A.,  404-412  E.  34th  St., 
New  York. 

Hillman,  G.  W.,  Jr.,  Flushing. 

Hodum,  John,  29  Olive  St.,  Brook- 
lyn. 

Hofiman,  H.  N.,  Elmira. 

Holley,  E.,  Hudson. 

Horan,  E.  C,  34  West  29th  street. 
New  York. 

Ingram,  David,  96  Spring  street, 
Astoria. 

Jansen,  Ed.,  124  West,19th  St., New 
York. 

Johnson,  Mrs.  Fred.  H.,  45  Whitney 
ave.,  Olean. 

Joosten,  C.  H.,  193  Greenwich  st., 
New  York. 
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Kasting,   W.   F.,    495   Washington 

St.,  Buffalo. 
KatoU,    Fred,    121    Linwood    ave., 

Buffalo. 
Keller,  Fred,  Bay  Kidge. 
Keller,  J.  M.,  Bay  Ridge. 
Keppler,    M.,    E.    Williamsburgh, 

L.  I. 
Killen,   J.   E.,  193  Greenwich    St., 

New  York. 
Koffman,  E.,  Walden,  Orange  Co. 
Krick,    W.     C,     1287     Broadway, 

Brooklyn. 
Kromback,  Charles,  181  25 th  street, 

Brooklyn. 
Langjahr,    A.    H.,  19   Boerum   pL, 

Brooklyn. 
Loeben,  Richard,  Hollis,  L.  I. 
Logan,  Jas.  M.,  White  Plains. 
Long,  D.  B.,    495  Washington  St., 

Buffalo. 
Luther,  John  F.,  Winchester. 
Lynch,  M.  J.,  Poughkeepsie. 
MacDonald,    Peter,    Siegel-Cooper 

Co.,  New  York. 
Mackay,  Andrew,  Monroe. 
Mansfield,  Thos.,  Lockport. 
Marc,  C.  J.,  Woodside. 
Mathews,  Wm.,  Utica. 
McMillan,  William,  Buffalo. 
Mellis,  D.  Y.,  Flatbush. 
Mepstead,  E.,  Buffalo. 
Merwin.    R.  L.,  88  Wall  St.,  New 

York. 
Millang,  Frank,  408  East  34th  St., 

New  York. 
Milliot,  F.  Mrs.,  Yonkers. 
Miller,  Andrew,  Brooklyn. 
Miller,  A.  L.,  Sta.  E.,  Brooklyn. 
Milley,  W.  B.,  Buffalo. 
Neubrand,  E.  W.,  Tarry  town. 
Neubrand,  H.  C,  Tarrytown. 
Nilsson,  William,  Woodlawn,  New 

York. 
Palmer,  W.  J.,306  Main  st.,  Buffalo. 
Palmer,  W.  J.,  Jr.,  306  Main  street, 

Buffalo. 
Parker,   T.   N.,  32    So.  6th  street, 

Brooklyn. 
Penman,  J.    Arnot,  7   Warren  St., 

New  York. 
Pettigrew,  J.  A.,  Park  Department, 

Brooklyn. 
Pierson,  F.  R.,  Tarrytown. 
Pierson,  Paul  M.,  Scarborough. 
Plumb,  Wm.,  Oyster  Bay. 
Powell,  I.  L.,  Millbrook. 
Quinlan,  P.  R.,  Syracuse. 
Rath,  H.  C,  Flushing. 


Rawson,  G.  P.,  Elmira. 
Roehrs,  Theo.,  New  York. 
Rolker,   Jos.   E.,  136-138  W.  24th 

St.,  New  York. 
Rolker,  Winfried,  136-138  W.  24th 

St.,  New  York. 
Schaefer,  Louis  H.,  404  E.  34th  st., 

New  York. 
Schmutz,   Louis,   Clarkson   street, 

Brooklyn. 
Schwake,  Chas.,  404  E.  34th  street. 

New  York. 
Schweinfurth,  F.,  Bronxville. 
Scott,  Phillip,  479  Main  St.,  Buffalo. 
Scott,  William,  479  Main  st.,  Buf- 
falo. 
Scott,  W.  B.,  Buffalo. 
Sexton,  S.  B.,  Hyde  Park. 
Shanley,   James,    216   25th  street, 

Brooklyn. 
Shaw,  J.  Austin,  926  Fulton  street, 

Brooklyn. 
Sheridan,    W.  F.,  39  W.  28th  St., 

New  York. 
Shuphelt,  R.  E.,  Chatham. 
Siebrecht,  H.  A.,  New  Rochelle. 
Siebrecht,  H.  A.,  Jr.,  New  Rochelle. 
Siebrecht,  W.  H.,  Astoria. 
Sill,  B.  F.,  116  Main  St.,  Astoria. 
Small,  Archie,  1153  Broadway,  New 

York. 
Smith,  John,  Bayside. 
Steffens,  N.,  335  East  21st  St.,  New 

York. 
Stiles,   W.    A.,   Tribune  Building, 

New  York. 
Storm,  F.  A.,  Bayside. 
Sutton,  E.  B.,  Babylon. 
Swan,  W.  L.,  Oyster  Bay. 
Sykes,  G.,  160  5th  ave..  New  York 

City. 
Taylor,  J.  H.,  Bayside. 
Thorne,  Samuel,  71  Wall  St.,  New 

York. 
Thrall,  A   L.,  Jamestown. 
Troy,  J.  H.,  365  5th  ave..  New  York. 
Wallace,    Alexander,    Rhinelander 

Building,  New  York. 
Ward,  C.  W.,  Queens. 
Weathered,  C.  B.,  143  Centre  st., 

New  York. 
Weeber,  C.  G.,  114  Chambers  St., 

New  York. 
Weimar,  E.  W.,  Mt.  Vernon. 
Weir,  Fred.,  Bay  Ridge,  L.  I. 
Weir,  John  R.,  324  Fulton  street, 

Brooklyn. 
Wincott,    Wm.,    Effingham    Park, 
Babylon. 
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Withers,  J.  W.,  Rhinelander  Build- 
ing, New  York. 

Wollraers,  A.,  215  and  217  25th  St., 
Brooklyn. 

Wood,  Joseph,  Spring  Valley. 

Wood,  L.  E.,  Fishkill. 

Young,  Thomas,  Jr.,  43  West  28th 
St.,  New  York. 


Zeller,  Alfred,  LeP'erts  ave,v  Bi'ook- 
lyn. 

Zeller,  Charles, LeflFerts aye.,  Bi-ook- 
lyn. 

Zeller,  Emil,  Lefferts  ave.-,  Brook- 
lyn. 


NORTH  CAROLINA. 
J.  W.  C.  Deake,  Asheville,    Vice-President. 


Bush,  Ernest  J.,  Morganton. 
Deake,   Mrs.  J.  B.,   324   Charlotte 
St.,  Asheville. 


Deake,  J.  W.  C  i,  Asheville. 
Rehder,  Wm.,  Wilmington. 


OHIO. 

J.  E.  BoNSAL,  Salem,  and  E.  H.  Cushman,  Euclid,    Vice,- Presidents. 


Altick,  H.  M.,  1123  No.  Main   st., 

Dayton. 
Aul,  Fred,  Glenville. 
Baldwin,  A.  J.,  Newark. 
Bancroft,  Mrs.  H.,  Chagrin  Falls. 
Bartels,  F.  C,  care  J.  M.  Gasser, 

Cleveland. 
Batten,  C  S.,  So.  Charlestown. 
Baur,  P.  J.,  151  Ansel  ave.,  Cleve- 
land. 
Bayer,  Geo.,  Toledo. 
Beck,     Chas.,     National     Military 
Home,  Montgomery  Co.,  box  221. 
Berno,  Ed.,  Mansfield. 
Betscher,  C,  Canal  Dover. 
Bissell,  Edw.  C,  Dayton. 
Bolanz,  E.  Julius,  206  Wooster  ave., 

Akron. 
Bolanz,  Fred,  Akron. 
Bonsai,  J.  E.,  Salem. 
Brown,  Chas.,  Canton. 
Brown,  Karl,  Columbus. 
Carr.    L.    H.,   Lakewood    Haralet, 

Cleveland. 
Charlesworth,  D.,   774  Doane  St., 

Cleveland. 
Congdon,  A.  R.,  Oberlin. 
Cushman,  E.  H.,  Euclid. 
Dean,  Geo.  W.,  Kent. 
Erhardt,  Charles,  358  Erie  avenue, 

Cleveland. 
Fassett,  J.  A.,  Ashtabula. 
Fassett,  M.  E.,  Ashtabula. 
Gaskill,    G.   W.,    212  No.    Toledo 

ave.,  Warren. 
Gasser,   J.  M.,  101  Euclid  avenue, 

Cleveland. 
George,  Robert,  Painesville. 
Glesy,  E.  H.,  Lockland. 


Gillett,  E.  G.,  Cincinnati. 

Graham,  Adam,  East  End  P.  O  , 
Cleveland. 

Hagenburger,  C,  Mentor. 

Hall,  W.  E.,  Clyde. 

Hart,  H.  A.,  12G2-1272  Detroit  St., 
Cleveland. 

Heinl,  George  A.,  337  Summit  St., 
Toledo. 

Heiss,  J.  B.,  Dayton. 

Hippard,  E.,  Youngstown. 

Huntsman,  Frank,  Race  and  6th 
sts.,  Cincinnati. 

Iralay,  John  D.,  Zanesville. 

Joseph,  Miss  Rosa,  Pataskala. 

Knopf,  Albert,  Columbus. 

Kramer,  L.  R.,  Wooster. 

Krebs,  John,  1609  Loraine  street, 
Cleveland. 

Lamborn,  Leroy  L.,  Alliance., 

Lee,  Daniel,  Madison. 

McCuUongh,  Albert,  134  Walnut 
St  ,  Cincinnati. 

McCuliough,  J.  Chas. ,  2d  and  Wal- 
nut sts.  Cincinnati. 

Miller,  Geo.  L.,  Newark. 

Mull,  John,  Dayton. 

Murphy,  R.  J.,  Box  361,  Station  F, 
Cincinnati. 

Murphy,  Wm.,  Station  F,  Cincin- 
nati. 

North,  F.  W.,  Columbus. 

Pentecost,  S.  N.,  707  Republic,  st, 
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